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Welcome:      Dean Lawrence Kimberley

At the entry of the Choir, all stand and join in the Processional Hymn at the third verse.

Solo:           Once in Royal David’s city
	 Stood	a	lowly	cattle	shed,	
	 Where	a	mother	laid	her	baby	
	 In	a	manger	for	his	bed:	
	 Mary	was	that	mother	mild,	
	 Jesus	Christ	her	little	child.	 	

Choir:										 He	came	down	to	earth	from	heaven	
	 Who	is	God	and	Lord	of	all,	
	 And	his	shelter	was	a	stable,	
	 And	his	cradle	was	a	stall;	
	 With	the	poor,	and	mean,	and	lowly,	
	 Lived	on	earth	our	Saviour	holy.

All:           And through all his wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 
Love, and watch the gentle mother, 
In whose gentle arms he lay; 
Christian children all should be 
Mild, obedient, good as he.

And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above; 
And he leads his children 
To the place where he is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him;  but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 
When like stars his children crowned 
All in white shall wait around. 



Bidding Prayer and Lord’s Prayer Dean Lawrence Kimberley

 As Christ teaches us we pray, saying:
Our Father in heaven
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,  
 on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
 and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen

Congregation	sits

Junior School Carol: People look east
People,	look	east.	The	time	is	near	of	the	crowning	of	the	year.	Make	your	house	fair	
as	you	are	able,	trim	the	hearth	and	set	the	table.
People,	look	east	and	sing	today:	Love,	the	guest,	is	on	the	way.

Stars,	keep	the	watch.	When	night	is	dim	one	more	light	the	bowl	shall	brim,	shining	
beyond	the	frosty	weather,	bright	as	sun	and	moon	together.
People,	look	east	and	sing	today:	Love,	the	star,	is	on	the	way.

Angels,	announce	with	shouts	of	mirth	Christ	who	brings	new	life	to	earth.	Set	every	
peak	and	valley	humming	with	the	word,	the	Lord	is	coming.
People,	look	east	and	sing	today:	Love,	the	Lord,	is	on	the	way.
  

First Lesson:   Genesis 1: 3-15.  The Beginning
   Reader:	Mr	Scott	Thelning,	Principal	
   Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
   Thanks be to God.



The Junior Chapel Choir: The truth sent from above 
This	is	the	truth	sent	from	above,	the	truth	of	God,	the	God	of	love;
Therefore	don’t	turn	me	from	your	door,	but	hearken	all,	both	rich	and	poor.

The	first	thing,	which	I	do	relate,	that	God	at	first	did	man	create
The	next	thing,	which	to	you	I	tell,	woman	was	made	with	him	to	dwell.

Then	after	this,	‘twas	God’s	own	choice	to	place	them	both	in	Paradise,
There	to	remain	from	evil	free	except	they	ate	of	such	a	tree.

 Second Lesson:   Genesis 22: 15-18.  The Promise to Abraham
Reader:	Mrs	Teresa	Kundycki-Carrell,	School	Chaplain	
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

   Thanks be to God.

Congregation	stands

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him  
Born the King of Angels:     
 O come, let us adore him,     
 O come, let us adore him,   
 O come, let us adore him,     
 Christ the Lord!    

God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, Begotten, not created:   
 O come, let us adore him ...   

Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing all ye citizens of heav’n above; 
‘Glory to God in the highest’: 
 O come, let us adore him ...  

  
Congregation	sits



Third Lesson:   Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7.  The Prophecy of the Messiah’s Birth
Reader:	MunChi	Jager,	Head	Boy
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

   Thanks be to God.

The Chapel Choir: How far is it to Bethlehem?
How	far	is	it	to	Bethlehem,	not	very	far?	
Shall	we	find	the	stable	room	lit	by	a	star?
Can	we	see	the	little	child,	is	He	within?	
If	we	lift	the	wooden	latch,	may	we	go	in?

May	we	stroke	the	creatures	there,	ox,	ass	or	sheep?	
May	we	peep	like	them	and	see	Jesus	asleep?	
If	we	touch	His	tiny	hand,	will	He	awake?	
Will	He	know	we’ve	come	so	far	just	for	His	sake?

God	in	his	mother’s	arms,	babes	in	the	byre.,
Sleep,	as	they	sleep	who	find	their	heart’s	desire.

Source:	Celebrating	Grace	Hymnal	#138							Tune	Stowey

Fourth Lesson:   Micah 5: 2-4.  The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem
Reader:	Abbey	McComack-Young,	Head	of	Chapel	Committee	
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

   Thanks be to God.

Congregation	stands

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see you lie!  
Above your deep and dreamless sleep                                          
The silent stars go by.                        
Yet in the dark streets shining  
Is everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in you tonight.



For Christ is born of Mary,
and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King
and peace to all the earth.

O holy child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in,
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 

Congregation	sits

Fifth Lesson: 	 	 Luke	1:	26-38.		The	Annunciation
    Reader:	Millie	Vink,	Head	Girl

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
   Thanks be to God.

Congregation	stands

Not on a snowy night
By star or candlelight
Nor by an angel band
There came to our dear land
 Te Harinui
 Te Harinui
 Te Hari-nu-i
	 Glad	tid-ings	of	great	joy

But on a summer day
Within a quiet bay
The Maori people heard
The great and glorious word
 Te Harinui ...

Te Harinui is a 
New Zealand carol, telling 

the story of the very first 
Christian service in this 

country, led by Revd 
Samuel Marsden on  

Christmas Day 1814.



The people gathered round
Upon the grassy ground
And heard the preacher say
I bring to you this day
 Te Harinui ...

Now in this blessed land
United heart and hand
We praise the glorious birth
And sing to all the earth
 Te Harinui ...

Sixth Lesson:   Luke 2: 1-7.  The Birth of Jesus
Reader:	Albertine	Neate,	Deputy	Head	Girl
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

   Thanks be to God.

Combined Choir:  A Shepherd’s Lullaby
Come,	come,	come	to	the	stable,	come	and	see	the	little	one.
Oh	so	gently	Mary	rocks	him	in	his	cradle!
Sing	Ah!	Ah!	Sleep	little	Mary’s	child.		Sing	Ah!	Ah!	Sleep	little	Mary’s	son.

Bring	a	torch	Jeanette	Isabella!		Bring	a	torch	to	the	stable,	run.
It	is	Jesus,	good	folk	of	the	village.		Christ	is	born	and	Mary’s	calling.
Ah!	Ah!		Beautiful	is	the	mother!		Ah!	Ah!	Beautiful	is	her	son!

Words	and	music	by	Mary	Donnelly,	arranged	by	George	L	O	Strid

Seventh Lesson:   Luke 2: 8-20.  The Shepherds go to the Manger
Reader:	Harry	Hawkes,	Chapel	Committee
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

   Thanks be to God.

Congregation	stands

Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright
‘Round yon virgin Mother and Child
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace.



Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heavenly hosts sing Al-le-lu-ia!
Christ the Saviour is born!
Christ the Saviour is born!

Silent night, holy night
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.

Congregation	sits

Eighth Lesson: 	 	 Matthew	2:	1-11.		The	Magi	are	Lead	by	the	Star	to	Jesus
Reader:	Marco	Howe,	Deputy	Head	Boy
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

   Thanks be to God.

Cathedral Boy Choristers: The Maker of the sun and moon – John Linker (b. 1975)
The	Maker	of	the	sun	and	moon,
The	Maker	of	our	earth,
Lo!	late	in	time,	a	fairer	boon,
Himself	is	brought	to	birth!
 
How	blest	wall	all	creation	then,
When	God	so	gave	increase;
And	Christ,	to	heal	the	hearts	of	men,
Brought	righteousness	and	peace!

No	star	in	all	the	heights	of	heaven
But	burned	to	see	him	go:
Yet	unto	earth	alone	was	given
His	human	form	to	know.
His	human	form,	by	man	denied,
Took	death	for	human	sin:
His	endless	love,	through	faith	descried,
Still	lives	the	world	to	win.
 



O	perfect	Love,	outpassing	sight,
O	light	beyond	our	ken,
Come	down	through	all	the	world	to-night,
And	heal	the	hearts	of	men!		

Music:	Dr	John	Linker	(b.	1975)			Words:	Laurence	Housman

Congregation	stands.	

Ninth Lesson: 	 	 John	1:	1-14.		The	Incarnation	of	the	Word	of	God	
Reader:	Dean	Lawrence	Kimberley
The Holy Gospel according to John Chapter 1 
beginning at Verse 1.
Praise and glory to God

This is the Gospel of Christ
Praise to Christ, the word

Congregation	sits

Cathedral Girl Choristers: Slumber in thy manger Jesu
Slumber	in	thy	manger	Jesu,	child	divine,
Lying,	lord	of	heaven,	with	the	lowly	kine.
Love	shall	be	thy	Cradle,	love	shall	hush	thy	cry,
Love,	the	love	of	mother,	love	thy	lullaby.

Slumber	in	thy	manger,	born	without	a	pang,
While	the	angel’s	anthem	thro’	the	heavens	rang.
Poor	the	welcome	bid	thee,	yet	the	best	is	nigh,	
Love,	the	love	of	mother,	love	thy	lullaby.	

Slumber	in	thy	manger,	though	the	cross	await,
And	the	darkness	hide	thee,	hanging	desolate,
Though	thy	God	forsake	thee,	yet	there	cannot	die,
Love,	the	love	of	mother,	love	the	lullaby.

Words:	Rev’d	Edgar	Rogers			Music:	Edward	Bairstow	(1874-1946)

Congregation	sits	or	kneels



Prayers: Mrs Teresa Kundycki-Carrell, Chaplain 
 

Eternal God, at Christmas your love took human form.
May we continue your work in your creation.

At Christmas there was no room for Christ in the inn.
Protect with your love those who have no home and all who live in poverty.

At Christmas we celebrate Christ as a light shining in the darkness
Bring comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of our world.

At Christmas the angels sang ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’
Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in all the world.

At	Christmas	shepherds	in	the	field	heard	good	tidings	of	joy.
Give us grace to live and to share the good news of Christ.

At Christmas heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven.
Keep in your peace all who have passed through death.

Gracious God, angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne. 
Receive	the	worship	we	offer	in	fellowship	with	Mary,	Joseph	and	the	
saints,	through	him	who	is	your	Word	made	flesh,	our	Saviour	Jesus	Christ.	
Amen.

Congregation	stands	

The Blessing:   Dean Lawrence Kimberley

Hark! The herald-angels sing         
Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem.  
 Hark!	The	herald-angels	sing		
	 Glory	to	the	new-born	King.	



Christ, by highest heav’n adored 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail, th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased in human flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
	 Hark!	The	herald-angels	sing	...

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Ris’n with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
	 Hark!	The	herald-angels	sing	...

†
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