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In this Ash Wednesday Liturgy, which commences the season of Lent, we desire to journey 
with Christ into the desert, to be simple and honest in the presence of God and to pray for 

the unity of all Christians as we look to the promise of Easter and new beginnings.

Hymn

 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
 till all the world adore his glorious name!

Come, Christian people, sing your praises, shout!
If we are silent, even stones cry out 
 Lift high the cross ...

Jesus, you wept to see our human strife,
teach us compassion for each human life 
 Lift high the cross ...

Peace was your plea and peace your loving theme
let peace be our passport, peace a living dream 
 Lift high the cross ...

Great is the cost of walking on this road,
to follow and suffer with the Son of God  
 Lift high the cross ...

Worlds to be born and children yet to be
come, take up this song into eternity. 
 Lift high the cross ... 

Words: Shirley Murray (b. 1931)  Music: Crucifer

Welcome: Bishop Peter Carrell



Prayer led by Dean Lawrence Kimberley

Let us pray together:
Living God, as we enter this season of Lent, 
we offer ourselves to you with humility, 
repentance and love, 
conscious of your never failing love and mercy, 
and relying on your healing and forgiveness.   
We praise you for the supreme sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, 
and for his saving love.   
Our prayers come to you through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Saviour.   Amen.

Reading: Hosea 14: 2-9 read by Aleisha Byrne
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
 Thanks be to God.

Remain seated to sing the following verse of Psalm 51 in response to verses sung by the 
Christ Church Cathedral Choir. The response is sung first by the Choir.

 

Be Merciful unto us, O Lord: for we have sinned

Have mercy on me O God in your great kindness: in the fullness of your mercy blot out 
my offences. Wash away all my guilt: and cleanse me from my sin.

For I acknowledge my faults: and my sin is always before me. Against you only have I 
sinned: and done evil in your sight.

 
 
 



Create in me a clean heart O God: and renew a right spirit within me. Do not cast me 
away from your presence: do not take your holy spirit from me.

 
 
 

Give me the joy of your help again: and strengthen me with a willing spirit. O Lord 
open my lips: and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 
 
 
 

Penitential Prayer  led by The Rev’d Fr Simon Eccleton

“I call  heaven and earth to witness ... that I have set before you life and death ... 
and you have chosen death”  (Deut 30:19)
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine”      
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy

“As you Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us that the world 
may believe that you have sent me.   The glory that you have given me I have given 
them, so that they may be one, as we are one.”      
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy

Absolution:  Bishop Peter Carrell

 
Collect offered by The Rev’d Fr Simon Eccleton

Almighty and merciful God,  you love everything you have made,  and forgive 
the sins of those who are penitent;  create in us new and contrite hearts so that 
when we turn to you and confess our sins, we may receive your full and perfect 
forgiveness, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.   Amen.



Anthem: Hear my prayer, O Lord sung by the Lay Clerks and Choral Scholars of the 
Christ Church Cathedral Choir

Hear my prayer, O Lord: and let my crying come unto thee. Hide not thy face from me in 
the time of my trouble: incline thine ear unto me O Lord; O hear me, and that right soon.

Words: Psalm 102:1-2    Music: Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656)

Reading: 1 Peter 1: 8-12 read by Chris Oldham
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
 Thanks be to God.

Anthem: Ave verum corpus sung by the combined Cathedral Choirs
Ave verum corpus, natum de Maria Virgine: vere passum, immolatum in cruce pro homine: 
cuius latus perforatum unda fluxit sanguine: esto nobis praegustatum, in mortis examine. 
O dulcis, O pie, O Jesu fili Mariae, miserere mei.

Hail the true body, born of the Virgin Mary: that truly suffered, sacrificed on the cross 
for humanity; whose pierced side flowed with water and blood: Be a foretaste for us 
in the trial of death. O sweet, O faithful, O Jesus, Son of Mary, have mercy upon me.

Words: 14th Century Hymn            Music: William Byrd (1543-1623)

Stand for the Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 read by Dean Lawrence Kimberley
After the announcement        
Praise and glory to God.

After the Reading  
This is the Gospel of Christ      
Praise to Christ the Word.

Homily:  Archbishop Paul Martin S.M. 

In the place of Blessing and Imposition of Ashes this year, The Lent 
Prose will be sung by the Christ Church Cathedral Choir.



Please stand to sing the following response between verses sung by the Choir. The response 
is sung first by the Choir. 

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against thee.
To thee, Redeemer, on thy throne of glory : lift we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings: 
listen, O Jesu, to our supplications.

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against thee.

O thou chief Corner-stone, Right Hand of the Father : Way of Salvation, Gate of Life 
Celestial : cleanse thou our sinful souls from all defilement.

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against thee.

God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated : bow down and hearken to thy weeping 
children : pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses.

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against thee.

Sins oft committed now we lay before thee : with true contrition, now no more we 
veil them : grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution.

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against thee.

Innocent captive, taken unresisting : falsely accused, and for us sinners sentenced, 
save us, we pray thee, Jesu our Redeemer.

Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: 
for we have sinned against thee.     Music: Attende Domine



Anthem: Os Justi sung by the St Mary’s Pro Cathedral Choir.
Os justi meditabitur sapientiam, e lingua ejus loquetur judicium.Lex Dei ejus in corde 
ipsius: et non suppleantur gressus ejus.

The just man in his heart shall see wisdom from the Lord, his tongue will ever 
speak judgement and righteousness.God’s statutes rule in his heart as a just law: his 
footsteps shall not falter, sure is his way.          

Words: Matins Antiphon   Music: Anton Bruckner (1824-1896)

The Intercessions led by Susan Rendall and Johan Mendonca
Let us pray to our God who is ever ready to hear and answer us.

As we gather in unity, may we grow in unity.  Help us to strengthen our common 
witness and our common bonds of affection.  May the day come when your 
church is no longer divided.  
Lord hear us:
Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for the continued rebuilding of our City following the tenth anniversary 
of the Christchurch earthquakes. And we remember those who grieve loved ones.  
As the city rebuilds, give us the grace and gifts we need to build the community. 
Lord hear us:
Lord, hear our prayer
 
We pray for Christians suffering persecution, martyrdom, enslavement, curtailment 
of worship, confiscation of property, and exile, in many countries. May we be 
aware of their plight and ready to do what we can to assist them, remembering 
our common bond in the Body of Christ.  
Lord hear us:
Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for governments and authorities in all countries where tensions between 
neighbouring states are endemic, making life difficult for ordinary people. We 
pray for reconciliation between all nations of the world and for the nurturing of 
strong partnerships between the people and their governing body; that together 
we may strive for the good of all people. 
Lord hear us:
Lord, hear our prayer



 We pray for those suffering from coronavirus across the globe. We lift those who 
have died before you, and commend those who grieve to your care. We pray for 
those administering measures to limit and halt the spread of the virus, and for 
those who minister to the sick. We pray for all people whose lives are disrupted 
by pandemic restrictions. Bring comfort and hope we pray. 
Lord hear us:
Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for Archbishop Paul the apostolic administrator of the Catholic Diocese 
of Christchurch and for the people of his Diocese, as they embark on the 
journey of seeing their bold vision come to fruition, we pray for strength and 
encouragement in their working together. 
Lord hear us:
Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for Bishop Peter and for the people of his Diocese as they seek to 
reinstate their cathedral, and regenerate the Diocese, we pray for wisdom and 
foresight in their thinking and working together. 
Lord hear us:
Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for the Society of St Vincent de Paul and for Catholic Social Services as 
they labour to feed, clothe, shelter and counsel people in need in our city. 
Lord hear us:
Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for the Anglican City Mission and for Anglican Social Services as they 
labour to feed, clothe, shelter and counsel people in need in our city. 
Lord hear us:
Lord, hear our prayer

We pray for ourselves, for generosity and strength as  we commit to fasting, 
prayer and alms-giving as our Lenten observance, we pray for the grace and love 
we need to enable us to take up our cross in solidarity with Jesus, and we pray 
for hope as we look forward to rising again in him.  
Lord hear us:
Lord, hear our prayer



The Lord’s Prayer 
E tō mātou Matua i te rangi
 Our Father in heaven,

 Kia tapu tōu Ingoa.
 Hallowed be your name,

 Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga.
 your kingdom come,

 Kia meatia tāu e pai ai
 your will be done,

 ki runga ki te whenua, kia rite anō ki tō te rangi.
 on earth as it is in heaven.

 Hōmai ki a mātou āianei he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā.
 Give us today our daily bread.

 Murua ō mātou hara,
 Forgive us our sins

 Me mātou hoki e muru nei i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou.
 as we forgive those who sin against us.

 Aua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia;
 Save us from the time of trial
Engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino:
 and deliver us from evil.

 Nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, me te korōria,
 For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours

 Āke ake ake.   Āmine.
 now and for ever.     Amen.

We exchange the sign of Peace led by Bishop Peter Carrell:

On our heads and in our homes
The blessing of God

In our coming and going
The Peace of God

In our life and believing
The love of God

At our end and new beginning
The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home.   
Ever loving God, we pray, united in Christ and secure in the promise 
that you will hear and answer us.  Amen.

The Blessing: Bishop Peter Carrell



Hymn:
 

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.

Jesu, thou art all compassion,
pure unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,
let us all thy grace receive;
suddenly return, and never,
never more thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above;
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation:
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee;

Changed from glory into glory
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)  Music: Love Divine

Voluntary: Fugue in F minor BWV 534 ( J.S. Bach 1685-1750)
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