
Contacts 
IHS Markit Customer Care ∙ CustomerCare@ihsmarkit.com

Confidential. © 2021 IHS Markit®. All rights reserved.

Abstract 
Phosphorus is the second-most-widely used fertilizer nutrient, after nitrogen and before potassium, with 
phosphate rock being the most important source of phosphorus. Global production/consumption of phosphate 
rock is concentrated in mainland China, Africa, the United States, the CIS and Baltic States, and the Middle 
East.  

World phosphate rock production decreased at 2.8% between 2016 and 2021. The large decline occurred in 
mainland China and the United States, while large growth occurred in Africa, the Middle East, and the CIS and 
Baltic States. Production from countries like Morocco,  Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Russia, and Kazakhstan has 
increased considerably. Driven by downstream fertilizer production and consumption, especially in Africa, the 
Middle East, Central and South America, and the CIS and Baltic States, global phosphate rock 
production/consumption during 2021–26 is forecast to grow at an average annual rate of about 0.8%.  

The following pie chart shows world consumption of phosphate rock: 

 

The primary market for phosphate rock is the production of phosphate fertilizer products such as ammonium 
phosphates and superphosphates. Phosphorus is essential for the development of roots in plants and assists in 
producing higher yields.  
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Mainland China is the largest consumer of phosphate rock, followed by Africa and the United States. The CIS 
and Baltic States and the Middle East are also large consumers. The largest increases since 2016 occurred in the 
Middle East, Africa, and the CIS and Baltic States, while significant declines occurred in mainland China and 
the United states.  

The five largest corporate producers worldwide are OCP, S.A. (Morocco), Guizhou Phosphate Chemical (Group) 
Co., Ltd. (mainland China); Mosaic Company (United States); Apatit OAO (Russia); and Yunnan Yuntianhua 
Co., Ltd. (mainland China). Africa, the Middle East, and the CIS and Baltic States have dominated world 
phosphate rock exports. World trade is expected to remain stable during the forecast period as global demand 
increases. 

For more detailed information, see the table of contents, shown below. 

IHS Markit’s Chemical Economics Handbook – Phosphate Rock is the comprehensive and trusted guide for 
anyone seeking information on this industry. This latest report details global and regional information, 
including 

 

Key benefits 

IHS Markit’s Chemical Economics Handbook – Phosphate Rock has been compiled using primary interviews 
with key suppliers and organizations, and leading representatives from the industry in combination with IHS 
Markit’s unparalleled access to upstream and downstream market intelligence and expert insights into 
industry dynamics, trade, and economics.   

This report can help you 

Identify trends and driving forces influencing chemical markets •

Forecast and plan for future demand •

Understand the impact of competing materials •

Identify and evaluate potential customers and competitors •

Evaluate producers •

Track changing prices and trade movements •

Analyze the impact of feedstocks, regulations, and other factors on chemical profitability•
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