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Abstract
The overall health of the world economy will continue to play a major role in future demand for bisphenol A, as its
derivatives’ major end-use markets include automotive, construction, and electrical/electronic applications. With more
than half of the global demand, the Asian market will continue to expand. China’s market drives growth in demand and
capacity in this region.

The global bisphenol A (BPA) industry is led by demand for polycarbonate resins, which accounted for nearly 64% of BPA
demand in 2018. Polycarbonate demand is mostly driven by the electronics, construction, and automotive industries.

While polycarbonate and epoxy resins are the major applications for bisphenol A, other uses include flame retardants,
unsaturated polyester resins, polysulfone resins, polyetherimide resins, and polyarylate resins.

During the forecast period, brand owners will focus on the developing markets where there is demand from large groups
of emerging middle-class consumers, including China, India, Southeast Asia, and Brazil. In the electronics/electrical
application, energy, solar, lighting, and security are some of the subsegments that will present opportunities for
polycarbonate producers to offer the potential of innovative design and cost savings. Devices that will help overcome poor
infrastructure in the developing world, such as mobile phones, will see the most dramatic growth.

The following pie chart shows world consumption of bisphenol A:
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Northeast Asia is the biggest player in the BPA industry, accounting for half of global BPA consumption and more than half
of global capacity as of 2018. China is the major force in Northeast Asia driving BPA demand, as it accounts for almost 50%
of regional BPA consumption in 2018. China is also projected to be one of the fastest-growing regions over the next five
years through 2023. On a smaller scale, the Indian Subcontinent is forecast to see the largest increase in BPA demand,
with an average annual growth rate of almost 30% during the same period; this is mostly due to the hypothetical
polycarbonate capacity starting up in 2023. Western Europe and the United States are the other significant players in the
BPA market; however, both are expected to see declining demand during the forecast period.

There is a significant amount of controversy over the health effects of bisphenol A. The European Union and Canada have
banned polycarbonate resins (which contain trace amounts of BPA) for baby bottles. Although there is no official ban in
the United States,

polycarbonate baby bottles have also been pulled from store shelves in response to consumer concerns about BPA health
effects. For many years, research has shown BPA to be safe at current exposure levels. However, research continues to be
conducted, because of the concern over potential endocrine disruption effects caused by exposure to BPA.

Over the last five years, total BPA consumption grew at an average annual rate of 2.5%. Global BPA consumption is
projected to increase at an average annual rate of 3.6% per year through the forecast period to 2023.

IHS Markit | Bisphenol A



30 November 2018 3Confidential. © 2018 IHS Markit™. All rights reserved

Contents
Executive summary 6
Summary 7
Introduction 13
Manufacturing processes 14
Environmental issues 15
Supply and demand by region 17
North America 17
Overview 17–
United States 17–
Producing companies 17–
Salient statistics 19–
Consumption 20–
Polycarbonate resins 21–
Epoxy resins 21–
TBBPA and other applications 22–
Trade 23–

South America 23
Producing companies 23–
Salient statistics 24–
Consumption 25–
Trade 26–
Western Europe 26
Producing companies 26–
Salient statistics 27–
Consumption 28–
Trade 30–
Central Europe 30
Producing companies 30–
Salient statistics 31–
Consumption 31–
Trade 32–
CIS and Baltic States 32
Producing companies 33–
Salient statistics 33–
Consumption 34–
Trade 35–
Middle East and Africa 36
Producing companies 36–
Salient statistics 36–
Consumption 37–

IHS Markit | Bisphenol A



30 November 2018 4Confidential. © 2018 IHS Markit™. All rights reserved

Trade 39–
Indian Subcontinent 39
Producing companies 39–
Consumption 39–
Northeast Asia 40
Overview 40–
Capacity 40–
Salient statistics 41–
Consumption 42–
Trade 44–
China 44–
Producing companies 44–
Salient statistics 46–
Consumption 47–
Epoxy resins 49–
Polycarbonate resins 49–
Other 49–
Trade 49–
Japan 50–
Producing companies 50–
Salient statistics 50–
Consumption 51–
Polycarbonate resins 52–
Epoxy resins 52–
TBBPA and other 52–
Bisphenol F 53–
Trade 53–
South Korea 53–
Producing companies 53–
Salient statistics 54–
Consumption 54–
Trade 55–
Taiwan 56–
Producing companies 56–
Salient statistics 56–
Consumption 57–
Trade 58–

Southeast Asia 58
Producing companies 58–
Salient statistics 59–
Consumption 60–
Trade 62–

Additional resources 63

IHS Markit | Bisphenol A



30 November 2018 5Confidential. © 2018 IHS Markit™. All rights reserved

Revisions 64

IHS Markit | Bisphenol A



IHS Markit Customer Care
CustomerCare@ihsmarkit.com
Americas: +1 800 IHS CARE (+1 800 447 2273)
Europe, Middle East, and Africa: +44 (0) 1344 328 300
Asia and the Pacific Rim: +604 291 3600

Disclaimer
The information contained in this report is confidential. Any unauthorized use, disclosure, reproduction, or dissemination, in full or in part, in any media or by any
means, without the prior written permission of IHS Markit Ltd. or any of its affiliates (“IHS Markit”) is strictly prohibited. IHS Markit owns all IHS Markit logos and trade
names contained in this report that are subject to license. Opinions, statements, estimates, and projections in this report (including other media) are solely those of
the individual author(s) at the time of writing and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of IHS Markit. Neither IHS Markit nor the author(s) has any obligation to up-
date this report in the event that any content, opinion, statement, estimate, or projection (collectively, “information”) changes or subsequently becomes inaccurate.
IHS Markit makes no warranty, expressed or implied, as to the accuracy, completeness, or timeliness of any information in this report, and shall not in any way be li-
able to any recipient for any inaccuracies or omissions. Without limiting the foregoing, IHS Markit shall have no liability whatsoever to any recipient, whether in con-
tract, in tort (including negligence), under warranty, under statute or otherwise, in respect of any loss or damage suffered by any recipient as a result of or in
connection with any information provided, or any course of action determined, by it or any third party, whether or not based on any information provided. The inclu-
sion of a link to an external website by IHS Markit should not be understood to be an endorsement of that website or the site’s owners (or their products/services). IHS
Markit is not responsible for either the content or output of external websites. Copyright © 2018, IHS Markit™. All rights reserved and all intellectual property rights are
retained by IHS Markit.


