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A long history

Buddhism has never limited its N S N P

teachings to one book

Buddhism has great book culture.
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Changes in publishing technology
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» stone inscriptions, e.g., Asoka’s Pillar
« palm leaves

/ » woodblock + paper
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Who gets to publish?

MT, Triratna, etc.
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How do we evaluate
Buddhist literature?
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What is the goal of

Buddhist literature? The Story of Zen
_ . Richard Bryan McDaniel
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Foreword by Genjo Marinello Roshi

Afterword by Dosho Port Roshi




One Taste + 84,000 Dharma Doors

« Have we got enough Buddhist books?

e [sn’t Buddhism a practice rather than a belief system?

* |f you write a Buddhist book, are you automatically Buddhist?
» Teachings, teacher scandals and cancel culture

» Buddhism as an enterprise we collectively create (Sangha)

» Being a professional Buddhist (many modalities)

* Nonfiction, fiction, scholarly, and devotional book genres

» Text, image and performance-based discourse systems



Highlights in

Books about books by...
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xander Soucy

Local Buddhisms in Canada 2014
7
//




Highlights in
Canadian Buddhist writing 2

Locally produced ritual texts

Bhante Mihita, cross-over trailblazer

» Maturation of Western Buddhist culture

« Sumeru established 2009

» 33 out of 53 Sumeru books are by Canadian authors
» Self-publishing (incl. free books + workbooks)

* Institute of Tibetan Classics, Geshe Thubten Jinpa,
Montreal + The Chyssem Project

» Canada as thought leader, not afterthought

for Young People &2
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Buddhist publishing as
Right Livelihood

The Dhamma should be free

Water is a right, but plumbing costs money
Propagating the Buddhadharma

Becoming well seasoned in our cultivation

Service, not personal profit

The realities of running a modern business

A crash course in publishing technology and business

The
Wealthy
Buddhist

Buddhist Ethics
Right Livelihood
and the
Value of Mone

Rod Burylo -




Global production, distribution, finance

 Ingram Content Management
* Print on demand - Lightning Source
» Ebooks - IngramSpark
» Distribution - Ingram Publisher Services with 39,000 online booksellers
» E-commerce platform

» Databases of metadata modifiable in real time

 Print close to destination with subcontractor networks

 Build on ubiquitous deliver-to-home model

» Bookstores in context: national chains, indies, and non-bookstore insets
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Returns

Digital integration
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Distributors as gatekeepers 3 books into stores will cost more than you will earn



Lost in the Amazon jungle
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How Sumeru operates

» 50/50 sharing of all profits and costs

« Reinvesting profits in the company

« Donating profits to charities and Buddhist organizations
 Alternative distribution system (Buddhist organizations)
* 50% discount to Buddhist organizations

« Authors from around the world who respect Canada as creator, not
just consumer of Buddhadharma

* Global distribution
« Focusing on humanistic and green Buddhism



Challenges
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The future
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Appreciation

eviate suffering
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