
One ancient site of Eden Valley is Dandelion Vineyard’s Red Queen

Red Queen of the Eden Valley 
Shiraz 2018

Background
Dandelion Vineyards is a unique fusion of vine 
and vigneron. Our wines represent decades of 
experience, blending the fruit of our heirloom 
vineyards with the finest traditions of artisanal 
winemaking.

Dandelion Vineyards are proven plantings that 
have stood the test of time. Our wish is to nurture 
the unique character of these vineyards and 
express their terroir in our wines. 

Our winemaker Elena Brooks crowned Colin 
Kroehn’s Eden Valley Shiraz  Vineyard as our Red 
Queen whose age, altitude, aspect and slope are 
key. Colin tended his beloved Shiraz for almost 
all of his 90 years and our Red Queen is made 
entirely from his vineyard. Planted in 1912, on a 
south facing slope of limestone bed rock with 
loamy sands absolutely laden with quartzite, the 
vineyards survives to this day. The rocky outcrops 
of quartz are spectacularly coloured with 
ironstone streaks, and sit over a c.1600 million 
year old Barossa Complex basement of gneiss 
and schist.  

On March the 31st whole bunches of flavour 
ripe Shiraz were hand harvested, then gently 
crushed two thirds of the grapes over a third of 
whole bunch fruit and naturally fermented in 
open fermenters for eleven days, hand plunged 
three times a day, before careful basket pressing 
into half new and half one year old French Oak 
Barriques to finish fermentation. 

After two and a half years maturation and a 
racking in the same oak, we bottled this eleventh 
vintage of Red Queen without filtration or fining, 
to capture the essence of the vineyard. 
Dandelion Vineyard’s Red Queen will reward 
cellaring and decanting. Thank you Mr. Kroehn 
for this legacy.
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Tasting Notes
Colour
Dark and deeply coloured; flashes of 
indigo and violet.

Nose

Aromatic plums all, cola nut, intense 
blackberry and freshly crumpled bay leaf.  
A musk and cinnamon bouquet and 
heightened notes of cognac from finely 
integrated oak regime.  The  effect is 
Christmas cake bearing angel's wings. 

Palate

Deft and deep, voluminous and mouth-
coating; pristine red berry flavours 
wrapped in an invisible veneer of oak spice 
and powdery fruit and oak tannins.  Acidity 
rings out from the front palate's first play, 
which is gracefully wrapped by those fine 
tannins at palate's end.  The power of the 
wine heralds longevity and a good cellar's 
reward - a decade in an effortless stride.   
Mirabelle, and Satsuma plum, underscored 
by a quartzite mineralogy that speaks from 
the 108 year old vineyard.

Drink

With the other eleven bottles resting safely 
in your locked cellar, decant this wine well 
before lunch on a day that is not too hot.  
This powerful red wine is as happy served 
out doors as in, best large wine stemware.  
The finest wines respond best to the 
simple: a mushroom steak,  a charcoal-
grilled chop?

Winemaker

Elena Brooks, BSc (Oenology) Adelaide

Composition: 100% Shiraz
Alcohol: 14.5%
TA: 7.11g/L
pH: 3.23
Latitude 34°38’10” South
Longitude 139°05’30” East
Altitude 1441 Feet = 440 Meters

Wish you were here...

Zar Brooks, Typist  
Elena Brooks, BSc (Oenology) Adelaide, 
Winemaker




