
One ancient site of Eden Valley is Dandelion Vineyard’s Red Queen

Red Queen of the Eden Valley
Shiraz 2016

Background
Dandelion Vineyards is a unique fusion of vine 

and vigneron. Our wines represent decades of 

experience, blending the fruit of our heirloom 

vineyards with the finest traditions of artisanal 

winemaking.

Dandelion Vineyards are proven plantings that 

have stood the test of time. Our wish is to nurture 

the unique character of these vineyards and 

express their terroir in our wines. 

Our winemaker Elena Brooks crowned Colin 

Kroehn’s Eden Valley Shiraz  Vineyard as our Red 

Queen whose age, altitude, aspect and slope are 

key. Colin tended his beloved Shiraz for almost 

all of his 90 years and our Red Queen is made 

entirely from his vineyard. Planted in 1912, on a 

south facing slope of limestone bed rock with 

loamy sands absolutely laden with quartzite, the 

vineyards survives to this day. The rocky outcrops 

of quartz are spectacularly coloured with 

ironstone streaks, and sit over a c.1600 million 

year old Barossa Complex basement of gneiss 

and schist.  

On March the 31st whole bunches of flavour 

ripe Shiraz were hand harvested, then gently 

crushed two thirds of the grapes over a third of 

whole bunch fruit and naturally fermented in 

open fermenters for eleven days, hand plunged 

three times a day, before careful basket pressing 

into half new and half one year old French Oak 

Barriques to finish fermentation. 

After two and a half years maturation and a 

racking in the same oak, we bottled this eight 

vintage of Red Queen without filtration or fining, 

to capture the essence of the vineyard. Dandelion 

Vineyard’s Red Queen will reward cellaring and 

decanting. Thank you Mr. Kroehn for this legacy.
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Tasting Notes
Colour

Dark purple; darkly purple; brooding 

in appearance. An unclear rim edge, 

indicating an unfiltered and unfined wine 

- all the good things have been left in.

Nose

Intense and upreaching floral and dark fruit 

aromas. Plums. Shiraz. Dark chocolates. 

Shiraz. Milk chocolate, liqueur chocolate, 

Turkish Delight, rosewater, nutmeg, 

cinnamon. Primary aromatics then make 

some room for winemaking bouquet: 

bacon, olive, bay leaf, and molasses. 

Palate

Chewy, meaty fruit flavours are countered 

by fine, fine powdery tannins that run 

all the way through the palate. A wow-

factor acid finish that makes the wine 

taste clean, complete, balanced, and 

poised. A core and then an aftertaste of 

concentrated dark, reduced berries.

Drink

The lively debate this wine has with itself 

- between the expressive, extroverted 

aromatics and the immovable, proud 

fruit flavours - brings particular 

demands when it comes to food.

Specifics

Composition: 100% Shiraz

Alcohol: 14.5%

TA: 7.21g/L, pH: 3.45

Wish you were here...

Zar Brooks, Typist   

Elena Brooks, BSc (Oenology) Adelaide, 
Winemaker


