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Tasting Notes
Colour

Dark and bright and purple. 

Dense, staining; papal.

Nose 

Inky blackberry and blueberry jam, compotes 

and preserves of cranberry. Forests of musk 

and cedarwood and sandalwood. A keenly 

balanced aroma/bouquet continuum, with 

pure fruits melding into subtle oak.

Palate

Dry and very textural, with big tannins, the 

size - it seems - of dinner plates. Powdery and 

dense, with an Everest mid-palate followed 

by a long, clean, refreshing run of linear, fast-

moving acidity. This acid/tannin structure 

is perfectly counter-poised by off-dry and 

acid-sweet red and dark berry fruit flavours, 

and an interplay of that fruit with oak’s 

spice. Slippery, slick, silky, soft, and long.

 

Drink

Decant this wine twice at 10am. Never drink 

it on a Monday. Its fulsome and giving fruit 

qualities suit it to dark nights, cold nights, and 

appetites. It requires rather big stemsware 

and very simple yet hearty food, such as an 

honest sausage and some mustard. If the 

mustard were Hot English Mustard, the wine 

would not mind. It is also a wine that demands 

the drinking attention of no fewer than four 

people. (There is science behind this, of course, 

but we won’t bore you with that now).

Specifics

Composition:  60% Shiraz, 20% 

Grenache, 20% Petite Syrah

Alcohol: 14.5%

Wish you were here...
Zar Brooks, Typist  & tba, 

Elena Brooks, BSc (Oenology)  
Adelaide Winemaker

Background
Dandelion Vineyards is a unique fusion of 

vineyards and vignerons. Our wines represent 

decades of experience, blending the fruit of our 

old vine gardens with the finest traditions of 

artisan winemaking.

Dandelion Vineyards are proven plantings that 

have stood the test of time. Our wish is to nurture 

the unique character of these vineyards and 

express their terroir in our wines. 

Capturing variety, vintage and vineyard requires 

an enlightened approach and although our 

growers see the Devil in every weed, we 

encourage the humble Dandelion amongst the 

vines as they suppress winter weeds, provide 

mulch in summer, and proffer their Wishing 

Clocks in spring to blow off to make our wish 

come true.

This wine is composed of 60% Shiraz, 20% 

Grenache and 20% Petite Syrah. These three 

varieties come from our Firehawk Farm vineyard 

in McLaren Vale. Our vineyard is perched atop 

an ancient ridge overlooking McLaren Vale, the 

Willunga Escarpment and the Gulf of St Vincent. 

Firehawk is our Native Bird of Prey that soars over 

our vineyards acting as scarecrows to other birds, 

rabbits and the like that eat ripening grapes.

The three varieties are hand picked, crushed 

and fermentated seperately.  After 10 months 

maturation in French oak barriques, a third 

new, the balance seasoned, the three varieties 

are blended and spend a further 10 months 

maturation in French oak. The finale blend is then 

bottled without fining or filtering, to capture the 

essence of the vineyard. This wine will reward 

cellaring and decanting.


