
The aristocratic blend of luxury, curiosity and whimsy

Menagerie of the Barossa
Grenache Shiraz Mataro 2020

Background
Dandelion Vineyards is a unique fusion of 

vineyards and vignerons. Our wines represent 

decades of experience, blending the fruit of our 

old vine gardens with the finest traditions of 

artisan winemaking.

Dandelion Vineyards are proven plantings that 

have stood the test of time. Our wish is to nurture 

the unique character of these vineyards and 

express their terroir in our wines. 

Dandelion Vineyards is a unique fusion of 

vineyards and vignerons. Our wines represent 

decades of experience, blending the fruit of our 

old vine gardens with the finest traditions of 

artisan winemaking.

At the end of our old vine garden path there is 

a historic ‘Menagerie’ of three grape varieties, 

adjoining blocks of Grenache, Shiraz and Mataro 

at Gomersal in the Barossa. After hand picking 

selected bunches of our Menagerie field blend 

in mid March our winemaker Elena Brooks let 

the whole bunches ferment together in open 

top fermenters with ambient or ‘other people’s’ 

yeasts and hand plunging for 14 days, before 

basket pressing into old French Oak barriques, to 

then mature for a further 12 months in the same 

oak, before bottling with minimal winemaking 

artifact, to capture the essence of our vinous 

Menagerie of the Barossa.

This vintage of our Menagerie of the Barossa has 

a high level of natural acidity, and bone dry, it is 

ménage à trois that makes wine truly of its time 

and place, a wish come true and a looking glass, if 

you will, and although ready to drink immediately 

it will also reward cellaring and decanting.
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Tasting Notes
Colour

Mild-purple to purple-red; a 

more opaque rim edge.

Nose

A bag of boiled lollies mixed with a roadside 

of dusty blackberry bushes in full fruit. Earth, 

rose petals, fresh and dried herbs; fennel 

and sandalwood, and - having said that - the 

faintest hint of older French oak bouquet. 

Deep aromatics above which spice exotica 

floats shimmeringly. Each whiff is something 

new, as if the wine is toying with you.

Palate

Grip and texture. A lesson in grip and 

texture… Peppercorns atop plummy, dark 

berry fruit flavours and cherry pith and a 

pastis/aniseed kick. Dry, very dry; but there 

underlying the dark and determined berry 

fruit foundation runs a ripe, sliding, slinking 

acidity. This is a playful mouthful of red 

wine as much as it is a fully, quietly qualified 

one. Drinking it is a study in the dialectic. 

Drink

That dialectic quality makes for versatility 

when it comes to this blended red wine’s 

use. From a pot of mustard and a simple 

oven-roasted sausage on a cold day (yes, 

sausages cook extremely well in the oven), 

to the more elaborate and time-consuming 

preparation of a fish stew - with paprika and 

good smoked bacon and a hardy white fish 

and fennel and a touch of chilli... Barossan 

red blends are meant to be expressive. 

Specifics

Composition: 70% Grenache, 25% Shiraz,

5% Mataro. Alcohol 14.5%
Latitude 34°32’33” South
Longitude 138°53’25” East
Altitude 281 Feeet = 86 Metres

Wish you were here...
Zar Brooks, Typist  & tba, 

Elena Brooks, BSc (Oenology)  
Adelaide Winemaker


