
The aristocratic blend of luxury, curiosity and whimsy

Menagerie of the Barossa
Grenache Shiraz Mataro 2019

Background
Dandelion Vineyards is a unique fusion of 

vineyards and vignerons. Our wines represent 

decades of experience, blending the fruit of our 

old vine gardens with the finest traditions of 

artisan winemaking.

Dandelion Vineyards are proven plantings that 

have stood the test of time. Our wish is to nurture 

the unique character of these vineyards and 

express their terroir in our wines. 

Dandelion Vineyards is a unique fusion of 

vineyards and vignerons. Our wines represent 

decades of experience, blending the fruit of our 

old vine gardens with the finest traditions of 

artisan winemaking.

At the end of our old vine garden path there is 

a historic ‘Menagerie’ of three grape varieties, 

adjoining blocks of Grenache, Shiraz and Mataro 

at Gomersal in the Barossa. After hand picking 

selected bunches of our Menagerie field blend 

in mid March our winemaker Elena Brooks let 

the whole bunches ferment together in open 

top fermenters with ambient or ‘other people’s’ 

yeasts and hand plunging for 14 days, before 

basket pressing into old French Oak barriques, to 

then mature for a further 12 months in the same 

oak, before bottling with minimal winemaking 

artifact, to capture the essence of our vinous 

Menagerie of the Barossa.

This vintage of our Menagerie of the Barossa has 

a high level of natural acidity, and bone dry, it is 

ménage à trois that makes wine truly of its time 

and place, a wish come true and a looking glass, if 

you will, and although ready to drink immediately 

it will also reward cellaring and decanting.

PO BOX 138 McLAREN VALE
SOUTH AUSTRALIA  5171

CELLARS
cellardoor@dandelionvineyards.com.au
P  08 8323 8979    F 08 8556 6609

www.dandelionvineyards.com.au

Tasting Notes
Colour

Medium-red and bright; grenache’s 

lustre well on show. 

Nose

Grenache on show aromatically; very 

grown-up grenache thanks to the shiraz 

and mataro components which bring 

a more rustic and savoury perfume. 

Plums, earth, rose petals crushed in 

the hand - heightened. Wafts of red 

jube lollies, soy, bay leaves… both 

ends of the aromatic spectrum are 

here - from fresh flowers to port..

Palate

There is tension immediately, a clean 

and long red wine, rounded and rolling 

tannins taking over the mid to back 

palate This is NOT a lumpish red wine: 

there is generosity and oomph, but no 

heavy-handedness. The complexity of 

aroma with the dipping and diving fruit 

flavour of red berry compote, green herbs, 

spice, pepper and fine shavings of dark 

chocolate make for a playful seriousness. 

Drink

This red blended wine with such a long-

standing mixed pedigree that it makes 

you believe in both the Grand Design 

and the Means of Natural Selection. 

This suits charcoal grilled chicken 

marinated in too much black pepper, or 

a powerful and long-cooked ratatouille.

Specifics

Composition: 70% Grenache, 25% Shiraz,

5% Mataro. Alcohol 14.5%
Latitude 34°32’33” South
Longitude 138°53’25” East
Altitude 281 Feeet = 86 Metres

Wish you were here...
Zar Brooks, Typist  & tba, 

Elena Brooks, BSc (Oenology)  
Adelaide Winemaker


