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About Free Fly Apparel

We’re a family-owned apparel company that stands for comfort and 

freedom. We believe that life’s best moments are spent outside 

doing the things you love, so we made it our mission to empower 

your most comfortable life outdoors.

Growing up on the water in Montana, we knew that the outdoor 

industry had a big problem: performance apparel was too 

complicated and too uncomfortable. That’s how the idea of Free Fly 

Apparel was born

After years of researching fabric blends, we landed on natural 

Bamboo apparel that flowed with us through our day. We quit our 

jobs together and built a new kind of family business where we 

could focus on what matters — adventures outside with family and 

friends.

Welcome to the fam,

Austin, Jenna, Tanner
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Our Story

Free Fly Apparel Restricted Substances List 2023 3



Free Fly Apparel Restricted Substances List 2023

Free Fly Apparel Restricted Substances List 2023 4

This Restricted Substances List (RSL) provides details of chemicals

and other potentially harmful substances that are restricted by Free 

Fly Apparel, and allowable chemical limits for products placed on

the market.

Free Fly Apparel RSL applies to all materials, components and

finished products manufactured and sold under the name of any of

the Free Fly Apparel whether sourced directly, indirectly by sourcing 

agent  or by brands’ licensee partners, unless communicated

otherwise in writing.

All materials, components and finished products manufactured for

Free Fly Apparel must comply with the requirements in this

document no later than 90 days after the release date and must

also comply with all applicable legislation.

The RSL

“At Free Fly, we work hard to ensure our products are chemical free. We channel 
our expertise into making the outdoors seriously fun and safe to our customer.”

Sterling Boyd, CEO



Alignment with the AFIRM RSL

The Apparel and Footwear International RSL 

Management (AFIRM) Group, is an apparel and 

footwear industry body whose aim is to reduce 

the use and impact of harmful substances in 

apparel and footwear supply chains.

One of its areas of focus, is to create an industry-

wide RSL to provide an aligned approach to 

managing restricted substances across the 

largely shared global supply chains of member 

brands.

Based on the collaborative effort of more than 30 

brands, the AFIRM RSL reduces the large 

number of complicated and sometimes 

contradictory brand RSLs, while simplifying the 

approach and accelerating efforts to reduce 

chemical hazards.

Free Fly Apparel has aligned with the AFIRM 

RSL and suppliers should ensure that all 

components in Free Fly Apparel’s products are 

compliant.

The AFIRM RSL is available at:
https://afirm-group.com/afirm-rsl/

The AFIRM Packaging RSL is available at: 

https://afirm-group.com/packaging-restricted-
%20substance-list/

Packaging
Free Fly Apparel has adopted the AFIRM Packaging 

RSL and suppliers should ensure that packaging for all 

Free Fly Apparel’s products are compliant.
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Supplier’s Responsibility

It is the supplier’s responsibility to comply with this RSL and all relevant legislation, thereby avoiding the use of harmful or illegal chemicals in the making of Free Fly Apparel’s 

products. The requirement to comply with this RSL and all relevant legislation is included in, or additional to, all legal partnership agreements relating to the manufacture of 

Free Fly Apparel’s product lines .

3 Suppliers may be required to provide access to 

Free Fly representatives to visit any locations 

used in the production of materials, 

components, finished products or packaging for 

Free Fly Apparel’s products.

Certifications will be accepted in lieu of chemical 

testing as follows:

• The supplier can provide a copy of a 

bluesign® certificate for the production 

facility where the material Free Fly Apparel’s 

product was made or, 

• The supplier can provide a copy of the 

Standard 100 by Oeko-tex® certificate for the 

fabric or trim item.

Suppliers must declare if any material is 

unable to meet RSL for further discussion 

with Free Fly.

Free Fly will assess any failure against the

RSL standards individually and take

appropriate action.

Suppliers may be required to remediate

products, remake products or replace affected

components at their own cost.

Responsibility for testing and associated

costs lies with the supplier.

2Free Fly expects suppliers to be able to provide

evidence that materials, components or finished

products supplied meet the RSL

Free Fly reserves the right to request that 

suppliers test against the RSL at any time.

All testing must be performed on production-ready 

materials and must be performed at a 3rd party 

Laboratory.

Test results are valid for one year from the RSL 

test report date unless otherwise stated. 

1
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Recommended Testing Matrix

In the apparel and footwear supply chain, certain types of fibres and 

materials are more likely to contain restricted substances than others. 

AFIRM recommends the following approach to testing, giving

guidance to suppliers about the likelihood of presence of substances in a 

certain material. This matrix was developed by AFIRM using knowledge of 

industry standard RSL testing approaches and their broader understanding of 

supply chain operations across their brand members.

Chemicals assigned a Level 1 in materials should be viewed as the 

minimum amount of testing required to satisfy AFIRM member 

requirements, and chemicals assigned a Level 2 are recommended for 

additional testing and may be required at brand discretion.
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Rating Description

Red indicates higher risk, and that testing is required

Orange indicates a lower risk, and that testing is recommended

Blank indicates no risk, that the substance is not anticipated to be present 
in the material. No testing required.
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The Consumer Product safety Improvement Act (CPSIA)

The US Consumer Product Safety Improvement (CPSIA) Act 2008 
introduced a raft of regulatory changes for manufacturers, importers, private 
labelers and distributors of consumer goods. 

Certain consumer products on sale in the US must now be accompanied by 
a General Conformity Certificate certifying that tests have shown the 
products meet applicable safety rules. But there are more stringent rules for 
a variety of children’s products, including:

• Mandatory third-party testing and certification from an accredited 
laboratory

• Restrictions on lead use in substrate materials
• Lower levels of lead in paint and surface coatings
• Lower limits or bans for certain phthalates

All suppliers should ensure all Free Fly children’s products must be tested 
and certified as “safe” before they can be distributed.

For more information and resources on CPSIA visit:
https://www.cpsc.gov/Regulations-Laws--Standards/Statutes/The-
Consumer-Product-Safety-Improvement-Act
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In order to ensure compliance with the RSL and minimize the chemical risks to 

workers and the environment in manufacturing, it is strongly recommended suppliers 

make use of the systems outlined on the next page, to screen for compliant 

formulations.

Manufacturing Chemistry Guidance
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AFIRM Chemical Information Sheets
AFIRM member brands have produced a comprehensive set of educational materials 

advising suppliers about best practices for chemical management. Each chemical 

information sheet covers a chemical or class of chemicals, giving an overview of the 

substance(s), where they are likely to be found in the material process and how to 

maintain compliance with the AFIRM RSL. The complete library of chemical 

information sheets is available on the AFIRM website at http://afirm-

group.com/information- sheets

For more information on the AFIRM Group visit www.afirm-group.com
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bluesign ®

The bluesign® bluefinder is an online database of bluesign® 

approved chemicals which can be used to screen for suitable 

chemistry. 

For more information visit www.bluesign.com

OEKO-TEX®

The OEKO-TEX® Eco-Passport system 

certifies chemical formulations for compliance 

against the OEKO-TEX ® RSL and MSRL. This 

certification can be used to screen chemical 

formulations.

For more information visit www.oeko-tex.com

ZDHC manufacturing Restricted Substances List 
(MRSL)

Zero Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals (ZDHC) is
promoting a harmonized approach to managing chemicals 

during the processing of raw materials

within the apparel and footwear supply chain through their 

MRSL. Free Fly encourages its supply chain to contact their 

chemical suppliers and communicate the ZDHC MRSL 

standard to them.

Chemical suppliers should be able to confirm which of their 

products meet this standard.

A copy of the most current ZDHC MRSL can be downloaded 

from the ZDHC website www.roadmaptozero.com

Additional external resources to provide 
suppliers with guidance on best practice 
chemical compliance
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