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IN STORE & DECOR

The entry to Mondspiero in Fiizroy is furnished with the mega Lummel’ floor lamp and the Eatnes-bomage 1956° recliner and footstool, botk from Dutch designers MAL.
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NTRY INTO. THE RRIVATE Woirnh  of  architect-trmedscitliials

eptreprencur Piero Gesualdi i thropgh g steel wall char mag Iy phres Wikh

the press of a doarbell fes o bit Bond — James Bond — but the lorification
B it |"‘|1rln:.-, A Nlelhirirenie suburh o the L'il':h"h cdp,t that &5 ns. i

hardeore as ir'is gentedl and highbeow SNo dudesi, juse openings,” booms

i vaice from thedark inner depthsof the old milicary drill ball that is now
e Geanldis home: *This was one of five very amportant reginental

hemdlquarrers:boile omthe hrink ot Wrld War 1"

Gesualdi appears s eell that che proporinns of the brick building were beautiful bu
the existimg winidows werd nor. “It took me iy vears In heriage G et any altératons approved.
i says, halding hinds to o visibly paited fige. " The ongnal suie was over there, but this new onc doesn
guite blogk his peespee’” Say whatt He nods o rhe floor-t-eeiling photomontage of Michelangelos
starue of Pavid thar, back-droppimg the stair, makes an insyour-face feature of (6th-century manhood.
“I"ht statue represents Florence, my soul ity he sy, leading fike Dante ehroagh the infemo from
the dark woods of the duwnstairs mess hall o the modermist upper-
living ‘mountain-rop” thae basks in patuc lighe and the bese views ol
Melbotrne. 1 needied i vertiol image to me twelve and o hall memes:
liprh and there iowns. he gestueres s rlicalows” Yeah, nght!

Gesuald) has made a govyear career of irecring Melboumes foeps
onto i bedl frosrra, And the he hass from N asiane — the high-farhion
Bputigies thae brouglt both Jean Paal Gatloier and Cluude Mineana
b Acerril i b ke eoliss — o e radical Rokat, o sot-sehn frartieik thar
repenerited WMelbouries lanewavs wids ies faded frompe-Toel fresanes
wiel regritmal Tealinn fare: His convivialing Has abways come wrypped
in extrmordinary eover: “Call me decail on steroidsT hi spysasibe clajs
his handsin that ldian way thae says, ‘Whar's nexe? “Come o, | will
tell you stgres a5 we go” He heads down amd our the front door, for
PO IT L oty to his mew commmencial venfune ar tie '-.'i-!'_v"EFId L]
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« of Brunswick Street. It’s an entertainihg walk and talk that terminates in front of a former til# SR}
one window of which now fills with a stuffed wildebeest grazing next to a garden wall. “Where du you
think vou are?” Gesualdi asks as he opens double glass doors onto Mendopiero, the mini-emporium
that seif-describes as the purveyor of all things important to his private world.

Well, the Tkebana florist in the fover would suggest Tokyo, but the prosecco bar opposite says Piazzo
San Marco, Venice, and then there is the taxidermied giraffe poking through a gilt wall that gives the
surrealist’s impression of an African savannah. It’s an insane product collection and context that,
according to Gesualdi and his collaborator, Paolo Gneechi Ruscone, is premised on peculiarity and the
passionate narrative. “T'his is a highly curated space in which every product has 2 good reason to exist,”
says Ruscone, applying the rules established in Chuck Palehniuk’s cult novel Fighs Club to Mondopiero’s
retail philosophy. “The first rule: don't talk about it. Those who know, know.”

Or so the steady stream of designers passing through its doors would suggest. These fight clubbers’
are using fast footworl to bag the prize pewter and ceramic pieces by Cosi Tabellini (a third-generation
Italian company) and the bed linens by Busatti (the eighth-generation textile weavers in Tuscany). They
will not share their secret of discovering tableware by Knindustrie, art vases by Gaetano Pesce, perfames
by Aquaflor, glass by Guaxs or the ultimate city bikes by Brazilian-born New Yorker Lorenzo Martone,
because this is a world of design stealth wealth worth keeping for the cognoscenti. However, can such
self-indulgent retail survive the ravages of the modern marketplace? “It will go on as leng as it has
to,” says Gneechi Ruscone, citing Fight Club's seventh rule. “We are battling a material culture that
designs for the rubbish; where is the magic, where is the meaning?” I has moved to Mondopiero. FI
28 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy; (03) 9417 7047; mondopiero.com.au.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: A clock that once
bay in Milano Centrale train station fizes time
and tone 1o Italy. Gesnaldi's shop is filled with all
the things special in bis world — or Mondopicro.
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CLOCEWISE FROM ABOVE: Handmade

knives by Italian company Coltellerie Berti and band-blown
glass by German bram!y Guaxs are indicative of the u:;gue
peces with a provenance sought out by Gesuald and bis
staff. 4 deckchair subuersion of Gerrit Reitveld’s Red and
glt;eHCbm'r’ DAL mixes it with tfblewag Cosi
wbellini and mini-megaphone speakers by EniSis, in

& repurposed warehouse mm'nis?e’;t of ml;yml Milan.
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contermporary ot fusion

Mew total look Bathroom Collection.

Cesign: Frospera Rasulo for Gessi

"NEWLY QPRENED”

VICTORIA NEW SOUTH WALES OUEENSLAND
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