
Information & Instructions:  Statutory references regarding admitting foreign wills to 
probate in Texas 
 
1. Texas Probate code Section 95 allows a foreign will to be probated for the will of a 
testator not domiciled in Texas which would effect real or personal property in this state. 
 
2. A foreign will may be admitted to probate upon proof that it stands probated or 
established in any of the United States, its territories or District of Columbia or any foreign 
nation, and that the foreign will was admitted to probate in the jurisdiction in which the testator 
was domiciled at the time of his or her death. 
 
3. The application need only state that probate is requested on the basis of the authenticated 
copy of the foreign proceedings and if citation or notice is required. 
 
4. If a foreign will has been admitted to probate in other than the domicile of the testator at 
the time of his or her death, the application shall also contain the information required in the 
application for probate of a domestic will. 
 
5. It should set forth the name and address of each devisee and the person entitled to a 
portion of the Estate as an heir. 
 
6. Citation shall be issued and served on each devisee or heir by registered or certified mail. 
 
7. A copy of the will, or decree by which it was admitted to probate, shall be filed with the 
application. 
 
8. No order of the court is required when the will is filed and recorded and the will shall be 
deemed admitted to probate and have the same force and effect of all purposes as if the original 
will had been probated by order of the court once the above filing has occurred without contest. 
 
9. Once the foreign will has been probated as above, it will be effectual to dispose real and 
personal property in the Estate. 
 
10. Texas Probate Code Section 96 allows foreign wills to be filed in the deed records if that 
will was duly probated according to the laws of the state in which it was probated. 
 
11. The will may then be recorded in the same manner as deeds and conveyances without 
further proof of authentication. 
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