
Professional limited liability companies 
 
1. The Texas legislature passed several amendments to the Texas Limited Liability 
Company Act.  The amendments have provided for a new form of business known as the 
professional limited liability company.   
 
2. A professional limited liability company is a limited liability for professionals who in the 
past have been authorized to form professional corporations. The act has extended limited 
liability status to those who cannot form limited liability companies due to their professional 
status which may prohibit the formation of a corporation other than a professional corporation. 
 
3. A professional limited liability company may be organized with one or more member for 
the purpose of rendering professional services, including the providing of legal services. 
 
4. A professional limited liability company operates under the same fashion as a limited 
liability company with two notable exceptions:  
 
 a. The Certificate of Formation for a professional limited liability company differ 
from those of a limited liability company in that the professional limited liability company 
requires a statement in its Certificate of Formation is a professional limited liability company, 
and.  
 
 b. Its purpose is limited to the specific purpose of providing professional services 
that the professional is licensed to provide.  For instance, providing of legal services.  
 
5. The filing fee is the same as that for a limited liability company.  Likewise the remaining 
provisions of the Texas limited liability company act apply to professional limited liability 
companies. 
 
6. The Texas Business Organizations Code provides the following concerning organizing a 
LLC: 
 
 a. one or more persons may organize a professional limited liability company by 
filing Certificate of Formation with the secretary of state's office, 
 
 b. the Certificate of Formation must contain the following: 
 
  i. a statement that the limited liability company is a professional limited 
liability company and  
 
  ii. it must describe the one specific kind of professional service that will be 
rendered by the professional limited liability company. 
 
7. A professional limited liability company may be organized for the purpose of rendering 
only one specific type of professional service and for services which are ancillary to that 
professional service thereto. A PLLC may not render more than one kind of professional service.  
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This is in keeping with the licensing requirements for professionals such as attorneys. 
 
8. A professional service is any type of personal service that requires as a condition 
precedent to the rendering of the service, the obtaining of a license, permit, certificate or 
registration or other legal authorization including the personal service rendered by an 
 
 a. architect, 
 
 b. attorney at law, 
 
 c. certified public accountant, 
 
 d. dentist, 
 
 e. doctor, 
 
 f. physician, 
 
 g. public accountant, 
 
 h. surgeon, and 
 
 i. veterinarian. 
 
9. A professional limited liability company is a limited liability company that is organized 
for the sole and specific purpose of rendering professional service and that its members may only 
consist of those individuals that are licensed to perform that service in Texas. 
 
10. A professional limited liability company may not adopt a name that is contrary to the law 
or ethics regarding the practice or professional service being rendered through the professional 
limited liability company.  The limited liability company must contain the words professional 
limited liability company or the abbreviations "P.L.L.C." or “PLLC”.  The name may also be 
required to contain other words as required by the professionals licensing laws and regulations.   
 
Restrictions on members, managers and officers 
 
1. A person who is not licensed to render the professional service that the professional 
limited liability company  intends to provide may not be a member, manager or officer of the 
professional limited liability company .  A membership interest in the professional limited 
liability company  may not be transferred to a person who is not licensed or otherwise authorized 
to render the professional service of the professional limited liability company.  
 
2. If any member, manager or officer who has been rendering professional service becomes 
legally disqualified to continue rendering the professional service, then that person shall severe 
all employment with the professional limited liability company and  immediately terminate any 
and all financial interest in the company.  
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3. The professional limited liability company shall purchase all of that person’s membership 
interest in the professional limited liability company at a price and upon terms as provided for in 
the Certificate of Formation, the professional limited liability company’s Company Agreement or 
any applicable agreement among the members and the professional limited liability company.  
 
4. If the person is the sole member of the professional limited liability company, then that 
person may continue to act as a member, manager or officer only for purposes of winding up the 
affairs of the professional limited liability company and affecting the professional limited 
liability company dissolution. 
 
5. This includes the selling of the assets of the professional limited liability company, 
however that person is specifically prohibited from rendering professional service under the 
professional limited liability company during the windup period. 
 
6. The professional limited liability company act prohibits non-licensed persons from 
providing the professional services for which the professional limited liability company is 
organized to perform.  
 
7. This restriction does not prohibit the employment by a professional limited liability 
company of clerks, secretaries, bookkeepers, technicians, nurses, assistants and other individuals 
who are not usually and ordinarily considered by custom and practice to be rendering 
professional service for which a license or other legal authorization is required, if their service is 
incidental to the performance of the service being performed by the professional limited liability 
company  and that service is being done under the authorization and guidance of a person 
licensed to provide that service.  
 
Professional relationships not affected 
 
1. The professional limited liability company act does not alter or affect the professional 
relationship between a person rendering professional service and his or her client. 
 
2. The act does not remove or diminish any rights at law that a client has against the 
professional for any errors, omissions, negligence, incompetence or malfeasance.  

PREVIEW  
 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT COPY 
 
 
 

THIS DOCUMENT 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
 
 

LegalFormsForTexas.Com 



Foreign professional limited liability companies 
 
1. Foreign professional limited liability companies are allowed to do business in Texas, 
however, a foreign professional limited liability company must apply for a certificate of authority 
to perform the professional service in Texas by filing an application. 
 
2. No foreign limited liability company shall have the right to transact business in Texas 
until it has procured a certificate of authority to perform the services in Texas. 
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Form:  Application for a certificate of authority for a professional foreign  limited liability 
company. 
 

Application For A Certificate Of Authority For 
A Professional Foreign Limited Liability Company 

 
The undersigned professional limited liability company hereby applies for a certificate of 
authority to transact business in Texas: 
 
1. The name of the professional limited liability company is: 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. (A)  
 
If the name of the professional limited liability company does not contain the words 
"Professional Limited Liability Company," or the abbreviations "PLLC" or "P.L.L.C.," then the 
name of the professional foreign limited liability company with the words or abbreviation which 
it elects to add thereto for use in Texas is: 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 
 (B) 
 
If the name is not available in Texas, then set forth the name under which the professional 
limited liability company will qualify and transact business in Texas: 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
3. The date of its organization is ___________ and the period of duration is ____________. 
 
[State the term of years or other duration authorized in its home jurisdiction] 
 
4. The address of its principal office in the state or country under the laws of which it is 
organized is: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5. The address of its proposed registered office in Texas is: 
________________________________________________________________, 
 
[a P.O. Box is not a sufficient address] 
 
6. The name of its proposed registered agent in Texas at such address is:  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. The transaction of business or the purpose or purposes that the professional limited 
liability company proposes to pursue in Texas are: 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Members, managers, officers, employees or agents of the company who will render the 
professional service in Texas are licensed or authorized in Texas to perform the  professional 
service set forth in paragraph seven (7) of this application. 
 
9. The jurisdiction in which the professional limited liability company is organized would 
permit reciprocal admission of the professional limited liability company if it were organized in 
Texas. 
 
10. The names and respective addresses of its manager(s) or members who function as 
managers are: 
 
NAME   ADDRESS       OFFICE 
 
______________ __________________________________ _______________ 
 
 
_______________ ______________________________ _______________ 
 
_______________ ______________________________ _______________ 
 
11. The application is accompanied by a certificate issued by the secretary of state or other 
authorized officer of the jurisdiction of  the professional limited liability company evidencing the 
existence of the professional limited liability company. 
 
Signed on _________________________ 
 

______________________________ 
[Professional Limited Liability Company’s Name] 

 
By: ___________________________ 

 
Its ____________________________ 

[Authorized Manager or Member] 
 
[The application should be executed by a member or manager of the professional limited liability 
company.] 
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