
Information & Instructions: Notice of hearing for temporary orders 
 
1. A notice of hearing for temporary orders is typically included in the divorce petition.  It 
should be recalled that if the notice is not included in the petition, there may be a need to amend the 
petition to request temporary relief.  If amended, the notice could then be included in the petition or 
the separate notice of hearing may be used. 
 
2. There may be a selection of requesting temporary relief in the original petition, and for some 
reason temporary orders are not obtained at the commencement of the case.   In that situation, the 
notice of hearing is appropriate for a later setting for temporary orders. 
 
Information & Instructions:  Temporary restraining order and order setting hearing for 
temporary support and temporary orders 
 
1. Purpose:  The purpose of the order in the following section is to obtain a Temporary 
Restraining Order which prohibits the Respondent from taking the actions complained of in the 
Divorce Petition and to advise the Respondent that a hearing will be held on the issue of the 
Temporary Orders, including but not limited to, the temporary support which was requested in the 
Divorce Petition. 
 
2. The Respondent is ordered to appear and show cause why a Temporary Injunction should 
not be granted against the Respondent in Petitioner's favor. 
 
3. Procedure: 
 

a. File the petition, and in accordance with local rules, present the judge with the 
Petition and Order for Temporary Restraining Order. 
 

b. Judges do not typically require other than presentation of the restraining order.   
Note that, in certain cases where there may be exclusion from  residence or access to the children, 
the Court may inquire beyond the petition.   Therefore, in those cases which vary from "standard" 
restraints, it is good practice to have the client in the courtroom. 
 

c. Have the judge sign the Temporary Restraining Order. 
 
d. Set a time for the hearing of the Temporary Restraining Order. 

 
4. In the event the Temporary Restraining Order is not granted, set a time for hearing on the 
Temporary Injunction at which point references should be changed from Temporary Restraining 
Order to Temporary Injunction. 
5. Serve notice of the order upon the Respondent. 
 

6. The following form is based upon the assumption that the Petitioner seeks a 
Temporary Restraining Order, a Temporary Injunction and Temporary Support during pendency of 
the divorce. 
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Information & Instructions:  Instructions to prepare for temporary hearing 
 
1. This form should be given to the client before the hearing on temporary orders. 
 
2. While it is clear that where there is already a contest, there is a great deal more preparation 
involved prior to a hearing on temporary orders, the following form may be considered to be a basic 
summary of the elements necessary to prove the case. 
 
Form: Instructions to prepare for temporary hearing 
 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PREPARE FOR TEMPORARY HEARING 
 
1. Write a history of your marital relationship.  This history should be related to dates and facts 

supporting your claim for custody. 
 
2. Make a list of all the reasons why you are best for custody, with supporting facts and dates. 
 
3. Make a list of all the reasons why your wife should not be appointed custodian of the child, 

with supporting facts and dates. 
 
4. Make a list of all witnesses you will need at the temporary hearing, names, addresses, 

telephone numbers, and a brief summary of what they know.  Also, determine if they need a 
subpoena. 

 
5. Fill out the financial information statement of  your income and living expenses. 
 
6. Make an appointment to come in and discuss strategy within 7 days. 
 
7. Develop a plan to manage the child now -- from day to day while you are employed. 
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Form: Notice of Hearing for temporary orders 
 

NO: [Cause Number] 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE MARRIAGE OF 
[Petitioner Name], Petitioner 
 
v. 
 
[Respondent Name], Respondent 
 
AND IN THE INTEREST OF: 
[CHILD NAME] 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
 
 
 
[District] JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
 
[SUIT COUNTY] COUNTY, TEXAS

 
NOTICE OF HEARING FOR TEMPORARY ORDERS 

 
 IT IS ORDERED that the Clerk shall issue notice to Respondent, [Respondent Name], to 

appear, and Respondent is hereby ordered to appear, before this Court in the courthouse at [Hearing 

Location] on [Date of Hearing] at [Time]. 

 One of the purposes of the hearing is to determine whether, during the pendency of this case, 

the temporary injunction prayed for should be granted and whether or not [Respondent Name], 

Respondent, should be enjoined as follows: 

 1. Causing bodily injury to Petitioner or to a child of either party. 
 
 2. Threatening Petitioner or a child of either party with imminent bodily injury. 
 
 3. Communicating with Petitioner in person, by telephone, or in writing in vulgar, 
profane, obscene, or indecent language, or in a coarse or offensive manner. 
 
 4. Threatening Petitioner in person, by telephone, or in writing to take unlawful action 
against any person. 
 
 5. Placing one or more telephone calls, anonymously, at any unreasonable hour, in an 
offensive and repetitious manner, or without a legitimate purpose of communication. 
 
 6. Molesting or disturbing the peace of the children named herein. 
 
 7. Removing the children named herein beyond the jurisdiction of the Court, acting 
directly or in concert with others. 
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 8. Disrupting or withdrawing the children from the school or day-care facility where 
the children are presently enrolled. 
 
 9. Hiding or secreting the children from Petitioner or changing the children's current 
place of abode at [Child Residence Address]. 
 
 10. Misrepresenting or refusing to disclose to Petitioner or to the Court, on proper 
request, the existence, amount, or location of any property of one or both of the parties. 
 
 11. Terminating or in any manner affecting the service of water, electricity, gas, 
telephone, cable television, or other contractual services, such as security, pest control, landscaping, 
or yard maintenance, at [Residential Address], or in any manner attempting to withdraw any 
deposits for service in connection with such services. 
 
 13. Excluding Petitioner from the use and enjoyment of the residence located at 
[Residential Address]. 
 
 13. Opening or diverting mail addressed to Petitioner. 
 
 14. Signing or endorsing Petitioner's name on any negotiable instrument, check, or draft, 
such as tax refunds, insurance payments, and dividends, or attempting to negotiate any negotiable 
instrument payable to Petitioner without the personal signature of Petitioner. 
 
 15. Taking any action to terminate or limit credit or charge cards in the name of 
Petitioner. 
 
 16. Destroying, removing, concealing, encumbering, transferring, or otherwise harming 
or reducing the value of the property of one or both of the parties. 
 
 17. Falsifying any writing or record relating to the property of either party. 
 
 18. Misrepresenting or refusing to disclose to Petitioner or to the Court, on proper 
request, the existence, amount, or location of any property of one or both of the parties. 
 
 19. Awarding Petitioner the exclusive use and enjoyment of the residence of the parties 
located at [Residential Address], and all furniture, appliances and furnishings therein, and enjoining 
Respondent from entering or remaining on the premises except at the express invitation of 
Petitioner. 
 
 20. Awarding Petitioner exclusive use and control of the [Make and Model] motor 
vehicle in Petitioner's possession and enjoining Respondent from entering, operating, or exercising 
control over it. 
 
 21. Awarding Petitioner the exclusive use of such other property as follows:  all other 
property in the possession of or subject to the control of Petitioner. 
 

PREVIEW  
 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT COPY 
 
 
 

THIS DOCUMENT 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
 
 

LegalFormsForTexas.Com 



 22. Selling, transferring, assigning, mortgaging, encumbering or in any other manner 
alienating any of the parties' property, whether personalty or realty and whether separate or 
community, other than in the ordinary course of business. 
 
 23. Incurring any indebtedness other than in the ordinary course of business or for 
necessary living expenses. 
 
 24. Making withdrawals from any checking or savings account in any and all financial 
institutions for any purpose other than necessary living expenses or in the ordinary course of 
business. 
 
 25. Spending any sum of cash in Respondent's possession or subject to Respondent's 
control for any purpose other than necessary living expenses or in the ordinary course of business. 
 
 26. Harming, destroying, or wasting any property belonging to Petitioner or to 
Respondent including damaging or destroying the tangible property of one or both of the parties, 
such as  any document that represents or embodies anything of value 
 
 27. Hiding or concealing any property belonging to Petitioner or to Respondent. 
 
 28. Tampering with the tangible property of one or both of the parties, including any 
document that represents or embodies anything of value, and causing pecuniary loss to Petitioner. 
 
 29. Selling, transferring, assigning, mortgaging, encumbering, or in any other manner 
alienating any of the property of Petitioner or Respondent, whether personalty or realty, and 
whether separate or community, except as specifically authorized by order of this Court. 
 
 30. Incurring any indebtedness, other than legal expenses in connection with this suit, 
except as specifically authorized by this order of this Court. 
 
 31. Making withdrawals from any checking or savings account in any financial 
institution for any purpose, except as specifically authorized by this order of this Court. 
 
 32. Spending any sum of cash in Respondent's possession or subject to Respondent's 
control for any purpose, except as specifically authorized by this order of this Court. 
 
 33. Withdrawing or borrowing in any manner for any purpose from any retirement, 
profit-sharing, pension, death, or other employee benefit plan or employee savings plan or from any 
individual retirement account or Keogh account, except as specifically authorized by order of this 
Court. 
 
 34. Entering any safe-deposit box in the name of or subject to the control of Petitioner or 
Respondent, whether individually or jointly with others. 
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 35. Withdrawing or borrowing in any manner all or any part of the cash surrender value 
of life insurance policies on the life of Petitioner or Respondent, except as specifically authorized by 
order of this Court. 
 
 36. Changing or in any manner altering the beneficiary designation on any life insurance 
on the life of Petitioner or Respondent or a child of either party. 
 
 37. Canceling, altering, or in any manner affecting any casualty, automobile, or health 
insurance policies insuring the parties' property or persons including the parties' minor children. 
 
 38. Entering, operating, or exercising control over the [Petitioner Vehicle] motor 
vehicle. 
 
 39. Discontinuing or reducing the withholding for federal income taxes on Respondent's 
wages or salary during the pendency of this suit. 
 
 40. Respondent should be required to provide to Petitioner a sworn inventory and 
appraisement of all the separate and community property owned or claimed by the parties and all 
debts and liabilities owed by the parties. 
 
 41. Respondent should be required to produce copies of the parties' income tax returns, 
together with any and all supporting schedules and information returns used in connection with their 
original income tax returns for the years _________  through _____________ inclusive, and such 
other documents as the Court may deem necessary and equitable. 
 
 42. Respondent be ordered to pay interim attorney's fees and anticipated expenses, 
including but not limited to fees for appraisals, accountants, actuaries, and so forth.  Petitioner is not 
in control of sufficient community assets to pay attorney's fees and anticipated expenses. 
 
 43. Petitioner requests that Respondent be ordered to pay estimated income taxes on the 
due dates as required by the Internal Revenue Service and under the Social Security numbers of 
both Petitioner and Respondent. 
 
 The court shall also hear and determine if Respondent should be enjoined as follows: 

 To engage in acts reasonable and necessary to the conduct of Respondent's usual business 
and occupation. 
 
 To make expenditures and incur indebtedness for reasonable attorney's fees and expenses in 

connection with this suit. 

 To make expenditures and incur indebtedness for reasonable and necessary living expenses 

for food, clothing, shelter, transportation, and medical care. 
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 To make withdrawals from accounts in financial institutions only for the purposes 

authorized by this order. 

 The Court should make such other and further orders respecting the property and the parties 

as pleaded for and as are necessary and equitable. 

 
______________________________ 

JUDGE PRESIDING 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUBSTANCE: 
 
_____________________________ 
[Law Firm’s or Attorney’s Name] 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
[Address] 
[Telephone & facsimile numbers] 
Texas Bar no. [Number] 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM ONLY: 
 
_____________________________ 
[Law Firm’s or Attorney’s Name] 
Attorney for Defendant 
[Address] 
[Telephone & facsimile numbers] 
Texas Bar no. [Number] 
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