
Information & Instructions:  Divorce Petition children property issues combined with a 
request for a TRO & temporary support during the divorce proceeding 
 
1. Use this petition when the parties have minor children and issues such as visitation, custody 
and support are present.  This petition presents the widest variety of language applicable to the 
"major" contested divorce.  It depicts appropriate phrases for all child-related and property-related 
issues.  As a "sample" the petition is based upon the basic choice of a joint managing 
conservatorship for the children, which is the presumed "best interest" selection for type of 
conservatorship.  The selection of other language presumes applicability to the sample fact situation. 
 
2. Texas has adopted the Interstate Family Support Act thereby replacing the Revised Uniform 
Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act. Accordingly, all references in the forms to the Revised 
Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act should be replaced with the Revised Uniform 
Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act.  
 

a. Chapter 152, Family Code has been amended to include the Uniform Child Custody 
Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act.  The act deals with uniform custody laws and communications 
between the courts. 
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Information & Instructions:  Temporary restraining order and order setting hearing for 
temporary support and temporary orders 
 
1. Purpose:  The purpose of the order in the following section is to obtain a Temporary 
Restraining Order which prohibits the Respondent from taking the actions complained of in the 
Divorce Petition and to advise the Respondent that a hearing will be held on the issue of the 
Temporary Orders, including but not limited to, the temporary support which was requested in the 
Divorce Petition. 
 
2. The Respondent is ordered to appear and show cause why a Temporary Injunction should 
not be granted against the Respondent in Petitioner's favor. 
 
3. Procedure: 
 

a. File the petition, and in accordance with local rules, present the judge with the 
Petition and Order for Temporary Restraining Order. 
 

b. Judges do not typically require other than presentation of the restraining order.   
Note that, in certain cases where there may be exclusion from  residence or access to the children, 
the Court may inquire beyond the petition.   Therefore, in those cases which vary from "standard" 
restraints, it is good practice to have the client in the courtroom. 
 

c. Have the judge sign the Temporary Restraining Order. 
 
d. Set a time for the hearing of the Temporary Restraining Order. 

 
4. In the event the Temporary Restraining Order is not granted, set a time for hearing on the 
Temporary Injunction at which point references should be changed from Temporary Restraining 
Order to Temporary Injunction. 
5. Serve notice of the order upon the Respondent. 
 

6. The following form is based upon the assumption that the Petitioner seeks a 
Temporary Restraining Order, a Temporary Injunction and Temporary Support during pendency of 
the divorce. 
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Information & Instructions:  Instructions to prepare for temporary hearing 
 
1. This form should be given to the client before the hearing on temporary orders. 
 
2. While it is clear that where there is already a contest, there is a great deal more preparation 
involved prior to a hearing on temporary orders, the following form may be considered to be a basic 
summary of the elements necessary to prove the case. 
 
Form: Instructions to prepare for temporary hearing 
 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PREPARE FOR TEMPORARY HEARING 
 
1. Write a history of your marital relationship.  This history should be related to dates and facts 

supporting your claim for custody. 
 
2. Make a list of all the reasons why you are best for custody, with supporting facts and dates. 
 
3. Make a list of all the reasons why your wife should not be appointed custodian of the child, 

with supporting facts and dates. 
 
4. Make a list of all witnesses you will need at the temporary hearing, names, addresses, 

telephone numbers, and a brief summary of what they know.  Also, determine if they need a 
subpoena. 

 
5. Fill out the financial information statement of  your income and living expenses. 
 
6. Make an appointment to come in and discuss strategy within 7 days. 
 
7. Develop a plan to manage the child now -- from day to day while you are employed. 
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Form:  Divorce petition for couples with children 
 

NO: [Cause Number] 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE MARRIAGE OF 
[Petitioner Name], Petitioner 
 
v. 
 
[Respondent Name], Respondent 
 
AND IN THE INTEREST OF: 
[CHILD NAME] 
 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
 
 
 
[District] JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
 
 
 
[SUIT COUNTY] COUNTY, TEXAS

 
ORIGINAL PETITION FOR DIVORCE 

 
1. Discovery Control Plan 

1.1 As provided by Rule 190 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, discovery in this cause will 

be governed pursuant to Level 1. 

1.2 Level 1 Discovery applies to this cause for the reason that monetary relief is sought  which 

does not aggregate to more than $50,000.00. 

1.3 Accordingly, the Level 1 Discovery Control Plan specified in Rule 190.2 should be 

implemented. 

2.  Parties 

2.1 The Petitioner’s name is [Petitioner Name].  Petitioner brings this suit. 

2.2 The Respondent is [Respondent’s Name]. 

3.  Domicile 

3.1 Petitioner has been a domiciliary of this state for the preceding six-month period.   

3.2 Petitioner has been a resident of [County name] for the preceding 90-day period. 

4.  Service 

4.1 Petitioner requests service of process on Respondent at [Address for Service]. 
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5.  Date of Marriage and Separation 

5.1 The marriage of the parties occurred on or about [Date of Marriage], and they ceased living 

together as husband and wife on or about [Date]. 

6.  Status of Protective Order 

6.1 There is a Protective Order in effect under Chapter 71 of the Texas Family Code.  A copy of 

the Order is attached to the Petition or will be filed with the Court prior to a hearing. 

7.  Grounds for Divorce 

[Select one] 

7.1 The marriage of Petitioner and Respondent has become insupportable because of discord or 

conflict of personalities between the parties that has destroyed the legitimate ends of the marriage 

relationship and prevented any reasonable expectation of reconciliation. 

7.1 Respondent cruelly treated Petitioner in such manner that further living together by the 

parties is insupportable. 

7.1 Respondent is guilty of adultery. 

7.1 Since the marriage between the parties, Respondent has been convicted on the testimony of 

another person not the Petitioner, and the conviction is of a felony crime; has resulted in 

imprisonment for more than one year in the penitentiary of Texas, another state or the federal penal 

system, and has not been pardoned. 

7.1 Respondent intentionally abandoned Petitioner and has remained away for at least one year. 

7.1 Petitioner and Respondent have not lived together in cohabitation for at least three years. 

7.1 Respondent has been confined in a mental hospital in Texas or another state for a period in 

excess of at least three years, and it appears to Petitioner that Respondent's mental disorder is of a 

degree and nature that there is no likelihood of Respondent's successful adjustment to the disorder 
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or if there is such an adjustment, there is a greater probability of Respondent's relapse.  Petitioner 

requests appointment of a Guardian Ad Litem on behalf of Respondent. 

8.  Children of the Marriage 

[Select either option for 8.1] 

8.1 There are no children less than 18 years old or otherwise entitled to support who was or 

were  born or adopted of this marriage, and there is none expected. 

[If first selection is chosen proceed to applicable property sections] 

[If subsequent section 8.1is chosen, select other appropriate options in section 8] 

8.1 Of the marriage, Petitioner and Respondent are parents of the following children who are 

not under any court's continuing jurisdiction: 

NAME:  [Child Name] 
BIRTH DATE:  [Date] 
 

8.2 There have been no relationships ordered by the Court which affect the children herein, 

including conservatorships, guardianships, or other such orders. 

8.3 The children the subject of this suit do not own or possess property. 

8.4 Petitioner requests that the court make judgment that Petitioner be appointed joint managing 

conservator with right to determine residence, with all the rights and duties of a residential 

managing conservator, and Respondent be ordered to make payments for the support of the children 

as specified by the Court.  Petitioner further makes request that support payments for the children 

survive Respondent's death and become the obligation of Respondent's estate. 

8.5 Petitioner has reasonable belief that the parties will enter into a written agreement regarding 

provisions for conservatorship and support of the children.  In the event there is no such agreement, 

Petitioner requests that the Court make appropriate orders for conservatorship and support of the 

children. 
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8.6 Petitioner alleges that [Incapacitated Child], a child of this marriage, is in need of substantial 

care and personal supervision by reasons of a mental or physical incapacity that will render the child 

incapable of self-support.  Petitioner requests the Court make orders for the continuation of any 

child support payments beyond the child's 18th birthday to be extended indefinitely until further 

order of the Court.  

8.7 Petitioner alleges that [Child Enrolled in Secondary School], a child of this marriage, is 

presently enrolled in full-time study at an accredited secondary school leading toward a high school 

diploma or enrolled for courses for joint high school and junior college credit pursuant to Section 

130.008 of the Texas Education  Code.  Petitioner requests that the Court enter orders that support 

payments for this child be continued until the end of the school year in which the child graduates. 

8.8 Petitioner alleges that [Adult Incapacitated Child], an adult child of this marriage, is in need 

of substantial care and personal supervision due to a mental or physical incapacity that renders the 

adult child incapable of self-support.  Petitioner further alleges that the incapacity was in existence 

or its cause was known prior to the child's reaching the age of 18.  Petitioner requests that the Court 

enter an order that support payments for this adult child shall be extended indefinitely until further 

order of the court. 

8.9 Petitioner has a reasonable belief that Respondent may violate Court orders relating to 

Respondent's possession of the children.  Petitioner requests that the Court enter orders requiring the 

posting of reasonable bond or other security by Respondent, to be conditioned upon the faithful 

performance by Respondent of duties and obligations imposed by the Court's order respecting 

Respondent's possessory interest in the children. 

8.10 Petitioner alleges that Respondent's employer is not subject to the Court's jurisdiction.   
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8.11 Petitioner alleges that existing circumstances make it unworkable or inappropriate for the 

Court's order to withhold from Respondent's earnings for child support. 

8.12 Petitioner makes request that the Court enter orders requiring Respondent to make bond or 

other security, payable to Petitioner and conditional upon Respondent's payment of child support. 

9.  Division of Community Property 

9.1 Petitioner has a reasonable belief that the parties will enter into an agreement to divide their 

community estate.  In the event of such agreement, Petitioner requests that the Court make approval 

of the agreement and of a division of their community property consistent with the agreement.  In 

the event that such an agreement is not reached, Petitioner requests that the Court make division of 

the community estate in a manner deemed just and right, according to the circumstances of the 

parties. 

[If circumstances warrant request for disproportionate division of property, select appropriate 

choices]. 

9.2 In making its division of community property, the Court should make a disproportionate 

award to Petitioner for the reasons shown below, including but not being limited to the causes 

shown: 

a. There is fault in the breakup of the marriage. 
 
b. There is a disparity of earning power of the spouses and their ability to provide 

support for themselves. 
 
c. There are benefits the innocent spouse may have derived from the continuation of 

the marriage. 
 
d. The increased needs of the spouse to whom conservatorship or rights to determine 

residence of the child is needed. 
 
e. The increased needs of the child of the marriage. 
 
f. The relative age of each spouse to the other. 
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g. The need for future support of the petitioning spouse. 
 
h. The relative circumstances of the spouses' health. 
 
i. The relative education of the spouses as related to their future employability. 
 
j. The community indebtedness and the attached liabilities. 
 
k. The impact of tax consequences on the property division in this case. 
 
l. The relative spousal earning power, opportunities in business, and their capacities 

and abilities. 
 
m. Consideration of the nature of the property involved in the property division. 
 
n. There has been a wasting of community assets by a spouse. 
 
o. There should be credit given for temporary support paid by the petitioning spouse. 
 
p. Community funds have been used to purchase property that is not within this state. 
 
q. Because of the expected inheritance of a spouse. 
 
r. Gifts have been improperly made by or to the non-petitioning spouse.  
 
s. There have been excessive community-property gifts made by the non-petitioning 

spouse to the parties' child. 
 
t. There has been an increase in the value of separate property through community 

efforts of time, talent, labor and effort. 
 
u. Petitioner has a claim for reimbursement. 
 
v. Because of the creation of community property due to the efforts or lack thereof by 

the spouses. 
 
w. Because of the attorney's fees to be paid in this case. 
 
x. Because of the creation of community property by use of the petitioning spouse's 

separate estate. 
 
y. Because of the relative nature and size of the spouses' separate estates. 
 
z. Because the non-petitioning spouse has committed actual fraud. 
 

PREVIEW  
 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT COPY 
 
 
 

THIS DOCUMENT 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
 
 

LegalFormsForTexas.Com 



aa. There has been fraud on the community. 
 
bb. Because the non-petitioning spouse has committed constructive fraud. 
 

 
[Select Section 10 if applicable] 
 

10.  Separate Property 
 
10.1 Petitioner makes claim to the property listed below as Petitioner's separate property and 

requests the Court make finding of the claim: 

a. [Petitioner Separate Property] 

[IF Appropriate] 

11.  Separate Property 

11.1 Petitioner alleges ownership of specific separate property not a part of the parties' 

community estate, and requests that the Court make confirmation of such property as the separate 

property of the Petitioner. 

[IF Appropriate] 

12.  Reimbursement 

[Select 1] 

12.1 Petitioner requests that the Court's decree make reimbursement to the community estate for 

community funds or assets expended for the benefit or enhancement of Respondent's separate estate.  

Petitioner alleges that the community estate has not received an adequate amount of compensation 

or benefit for the expenditure of such funds, and any failure by the Court will cause unjust 

enrichment of Respondent at an unjustifiable expense to the community. 

[12.1] Petitioner requests that the Court's decree make reimbursement to the community for the 

value of the community's time and effort expended for the enhancement of Respondent's separate 

estate.  Petitioner alleges that the use of Petitioner's time, talent, toil and effort unjustly enriched 
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Respondent's separate estate to the detriment of the community estate and any failure by the court to 

allow for reimbursement will confirm the unjust enrichment of  Respondent. 

[2.1] Petitioner requests that the Court's decree make reimbursement to Petitioner's separate estate 

for Petitioner's separate funds or assets expended by Petitioner for the benefit or enhancement of the 

community estate.   Petitioner alleges that Petitioner has not received adequate compensation or 

benefits from such expenditures, and failure by the court to allow for reimbursement will unjustly 

enrich the community at the expense of Petitioner. 

12.1 Petitioner requests that the Court's decree make reimbursement to Petitioner's separate estate 

for Petitioner's separate funds or assets expended by Petitioner for the benefit or enhancement of 

Respondent's separate estate.  Petitioner alleges that Petitioner has not received adequate 

compensation or benefits from such expenditures, and failure by the court to allow for 

reimbursement will unjustly enrich the community at the expense of Petitioner. 

[If Appropriate] 

13.  Spousal Maintenance 

13.1 Petitioner requests the court to order Respondent to pay Spousal Maintenance as provided 

by Subchapter G of the Texas Family Code and as grounds would show: 

[Select 1 or more, as appropriate] 

Respondent has been convicted of a criminal offense that also constituted an act of violence 
under Section 71.01 of the Texas Family Code and the offense occurred within two years of 
the date of filing this petition for dissolution of marriage. 
 
This marriage has endured for more than ten years and Petitioner lacks sufficient property to 
provide for Petitioner's minimum reasonable needs and clearly lacks earning ability in the 
labor market to provide support for the Petitioner's minimum reasonable needs. 
 
This marriage has endured for more than ten years and Petitioner is unable to be self-
supporting through appropriate employment because of an incapacitating physical or mental 
disability; 
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This marriage has endured for more than ten years and Petitioner is the custodian of a child 
who requires substantial care and personal supervision because a physical or mental 
disability makes it necessary, taking into account the needs of the child, that the Petitioner 
can not be employed outside the home. 
 

14.  Request for Temporary Restraining Order 
 
14.1 Petitioner requests that the Court waive the requirement of a bond, and Petitioner makes 

request of the court for the issuance a temporary restraining order, restraining Respondent 

immediately, without hearing, and upon receipt of notice and the Court's hearing, from: 

[Select as Many Paragraphs as Apply] 
 
Intentionally communicating with Petitioner by telephone, or in writing in vulgar, profane, 
obscene, or indecent language, or in a coarse or offensive manner with intent to annoy or 
alarm Petitioner. 
 
Threatening Petitioner by telephone, or in writing to take unlawful action against any person 
intending to annoy or alarm Petitioner 
 
Placing one or more telephone calls, anonymously, at an unreasonable hour, in an offensive 
and repetitious manner, or without a legitimate purpose of communication with the intent to 
annoy or alarm Petitioner. 
 
Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causing bodily injury to Petitioner or the children. 
 
Threatening Petitioner or the children with imminent bodily injury. 
 
Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly destroying, removing, concealing, encumbering, 
transferring, or otherwise harming or reducing the value of the property of one or both of the 
parties with intent to obstruct the authority of the Court to order a division of the estate of 
the parties in a manner that the court deems just and right, having due regard for the rights of 
each party and any children of the marriage.  
 
Intentionally falsifying any writing or record relating to the property of either party. 
 
Intentionally misrepresenting or refusing to disclose to Petitioner or to the Court, on proper 
request, the existence, amount, or location of any property of one or both of the parties. 
 
Intentionally or knowingly damaging or destroying the tangible property of one or both of 
the parties, including any document that represents or embodies anything of value. 
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Intentionally or knowingly tampering with the tangible property of one or both of the 
parties, including any document that represents or embodies anything of value, and causing 
pecuniary loss or substantial loss to Petitioner. 
 
Disposing of any of the property of the parties by sale, transfer, assignment, mortgage, 
encumbrance or alienation by any other manner, except as specifically authorized by the 
Court’s order. 
 
Incurring debts other than those legal expenses incurred in connection with this lawsuit, 
other than specifically authorized by the Court’s order. 
 
Withdrawing any funds from any checking, savings or depository account in any bank or 
financial institution for any purpose, other than specifically authorized by the Court’s order. 
 
Expending any sum of money in the possessor or subject to the control of Respondent, other 
than specifically authorized by the Court’s order. 
 
Withdrawing or borrowing any sum of money, funds or benefits for any purpose from any 
employee benefit plan, including retirement plans, profit-sharing plans, death benefit plans, 
individual retirement accounts, or Keogh Accounts, other than specifically authorized by the 
Court’s order. 
 
Making entry into any safety-deposit box, which is in the name of or subject to the control 
of either. 
 
Making withdrawals or borrowing funds or benefits from any life insurance policy on the 
life of either party, other than specifically authorized by the Court’s order. 
 
Making changes or alterations of the designation of any beneficiary on any life insurance 
policy on the life of either party and their children. 
 
Changing in any manner by cancellation, alteration or other means of affecting any 
insurance policy on the property or persons of either party and their children, including 
casualty, automobile, health insurance or owners and tenant policies. 
 
Affecting by termination, cancellation or any other manner, the continuation of utility or 
contractual services including, but not limited to water, gas, garbage, telephone, cable 
television, security, pest control, landscape or yard maintenance at the address of Petitioner, 
[Address], or affecting any deposit related to such services. 
 
Intentionally or knowingly excluding Petitioner from the use and enjoyment of the residence 
located at [Address].  
Intentionally or knowingly opening, diverting, or interfering with mail delivery address to 
Petitioner. 
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Affixing the signature or endorsement of Petitioner’s name to any negotiable instrument, 
check, draft, refunds, payments, or dividends, or attempting to negotiate any such instrument 
which is made payable to Petitioner, without Petitioner’s own signature. 
 
Attempting to terminate or alter any credit card or charge service that is in the name of 
Petitioner. 
 
Interfering in any way with the [Vehicle] motor vehicle(s) in the possession of Petitioner by 
entry, operation or other exercise of control. 
 
Altering the amount of withholding for federal income taxes on the wages of Respondent 
during this lawsuit by reducing or otherwise amending such withholding.  
 
Molesting or disturbing the peace of the children named within this suit. 
 
Removing the children named within this suit beyond the jurisdiction of the Court, whether 
acting alone or in a concerted plan or effort with others. 
 
Disrupting or withdrawing the children from school, day-care facility or sitting arrangement 
in which the children are presently enrolled, attending or being cared for. 
 
Hiding or secreting the children from Petitioner, changing or attempting to change the 
children's current place of residence or abode at [Address], . 
 
Instituting any lawsuit or legal action in any [Suit County] County, state, or nation which 
attempts to obtain either temporary or permanent orders relating to the parties' marriage 
relationship, its dissolution, or custody, support, access to or conservatorship of the children 
of the parties, or to obtain any other order which normally may be issued incident to a 
divorce suit which involves the marital or parent-child relationship. 

 
14.  Authorizations 

 
14.1 Petitioner requests that the Court enter an order authorizing Respondent only as follows: 
 

Engagement in such acts as are reasonable and necessary for the conduct of Respondent's 
usual business and occupation. 
 
Expending funds and incurring indebtedness for such reasonable attorney's fees and costs 
which may be incurred in connection with defense or prosecution of Respondent's claims in 
this suit.  
 
Expending funds and incurring indebtedness for reasonable and necessary living expenses, 
including housing, food, clothing, automobile or transportation costs and necessary medical 
care.  
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Withdrawing funds from financial institutions to make expenditures for purposes authorized 
by the Court.   

 
[If Applicable] 

15.  Extraordinary Relief 
 
15.1 Petitioner requests the Court to grant extraordinary relief regarding the children, [Child 

Name1], and as required by the Texas Family Code, attaches an affidavit stating reasons for the 

request.  Based upon Petitioner's affidavit, Petitioner requests the Court to provide the following 

relief: 

 
Issuance of an order to attach the bodies of the children, [Child Name]. 
 
Issuance of an order to take the children, [Child Name], into possession of [Petitioner 
Name]. 
 
Issuance of an order to exclude Respondent from possession of or access to the children, 
[Child Name]. 
 
Issuance of an order to exclude Respondent from the residence at  [Address]. 
 

16.  Request for Temporary Orders and Injunction 
 
16.1 Petitioner makes request of the Court, that upon notice to Respondent and hearing before the 

Court, the Court waive the issuance of a bond, and make any temporary orders which may be 

necessary and equitable for the preservation of the property and parties' protection, including any 

temporary injunction,  and for the safety and welfare of the parties and their children.  Petitioner 

requests that the Court issue a temporary injunction to enjoin Respondent from: 

Intentionally communicating with Petitioner by telephone, or in writing in vulgar, profane, 
obscene, or indecent language, or in a coarse or offensive manner with intent to annoy or 
alarm Petitioner. 
 
Threatening Petitioner by telephone, or in writing to take unlawful action against any person 
intending to annoy or alarm Petitioner 
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Placing one or more telephone calls, anonymously, at an unreasonable hour, in an offensive 
and repetitious manner, or without a legitimate purpose of communication with the intent to 
annoy or alarm Petitioner. 
 
Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causing bodily injury to Petitioner or the children. 
 
Threatening Petitioner or the children with imminent bodily injury. 
 
Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly destroying, removing, concealing, encumbering, 
transferring, or otherwise harming or reducing the value of the property of one or both of the 
parties with intent to obstruct the authority of the Court to order a division of the estate of 
the parties in a manner that the court deems just and right, having due regard for the rights of 
each party and any children of the marriage.  
 
Intentionally falsifying any writing or record relating to the property of either party. 
 
Intentionally misrepresenting or refusing to disclose to Petitioner or to the Court, on proper 
request, the existence, amount, or location of any property of one or both of the parties. 
 
Intentionally or knowingly damaging or destroying the tangible property of one or both of 
the parties, including any document that represents or embodies anything of value. 
 
Intentionally or knowingly tampering with the tangible property of one or both of the 
parties, including any document that represents or embodies anything of value, and causing 
pecuniary loss or substantial loss to Petitioner. 
 
Disposing of any of the property of the parties by sale, transfer, assignment, mortgage, 
encumbrance or alienation by any other manner, except as specifically authorized by the 
Court’s order. 
 
Incurring debts other than those legal expenses incurred in connection with this lawsuit, 
other than specifically authorized by the Court’s order. 
 
Withdrawing any funds from any checking, savings or depository account in any bank or 
financial institution for any purpose, other than specifically authorized by the Court’s order. 
 
Expending any sum of money in the possessor or subject to the control of Respondent, other 
than specifically authorized by the Court’s order. 
 
Withdrawing or borrowing any sum of money, funds or benefits for any purpose from any 
employee benefit plan, including retirement plans, profit-sharing plans, death benefit plans, 
individual retirement accounts, or Keogh Accounts, other than specifically authorized by the 
Court’s order. 
 
Making entry into any safety-deposit box which is in the name of or subject to the control of 
either. 
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Making withdrawals or borrowing funds or benefits from any life insurance policy on the 
life of either party, other than specifically authorized by the Court’s order. 
 
Making changes or alterations of the designation of any beneficiary on any life insurance 
policy on the life of either party and their children. 
 
Changing in any manner by cancellation, alteration or other means of affecting any 
insurance policy on the property or persons of either party and their children, including 
casualty, automobile, health insurance or owners and tenant policies. 
 
Affecting by termination, cancellation or any other manner, the continuation of utility or 
contractual services including, but not limited to water, gas, garbage, telephone, cable 
television, security, pest control, landscape or yard maintenance at the address of Petitioner, 
[Address], or affecting any deposit related to such services. 
 
Intentionally or knowingly excluding Petitioner from the use and enjoyment of the residence 
located at [Address],.  
 
Intentionally or knowingly opening, diverting, or interfering with mail delivery address to 
Petitioner. 
 
Affixing the signature or endorsement of Petitioner’s name to any negotiable instrument, 
check, draft, refunds, payments, or dividends, or attempting to negotiate any such instrument 
which is made payable to Petitioner, without Petitioner’s own signature. 
 
 
Attempting to terminate or alter any credit card or charge service which is in the name of 
Petitioner. 
 
Interfering in any way with the [Vehicle] motor vehicle(s) in the possession of Petitioner by 
entry, operation or other exercise of control. 
 
Altering the amount of withholding for federal income taxes on the wages of Respondent 
during this lawsuit by reducing or otherwise amending such withholding.  
 
Molesting or disturbing the peace of the children named within this suit. 
 
Removing the children named within this suit beyond the jurisdiction of the Court, whether 
acting alone or in a concerted plan or effort with others. 
 
Disrupting or withdrawing the children from school, day-care facility or sitting arrangement 
in which the children are presently enrolled, attending or being cared for. 
 
Hiding or secreting the children from Petitioner, changing or attempting to change the 
children's current place of residence or abode at [Address]. 
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Instituting any lawsuit or legal action in any [Suit County] County, state, or nation which 
attempts to obtain either temporary or permanent orders relating to the parties' marriage 
relationship, its dissolution, or custody, support, access to or conservatorship of the children 
of the parties, or to obtain any other order which normally may be issued incident to a 
divorce suit which involves the marital or parent-child relationship. 

 
17.  Request for Temporary Orders Concerning Use of Property 

 
17.1 Petitioner requests that the Court enter orders, after appropriate notice and hearing to 

Respondent to provide for the preservation of the property and the parties' protection.  The Court 

should make such orders and temporary injunctions as may be necessary or equitable, including, but 

not limited to the following actions: 

a. Petitioner should be awarded exclusive possession and enjoyment of the parties' 
residence, furniture, and furnishings while this suit is pending and Respondent 
should be enjoined from entry or being on the premises of that residence unless 
authorized by Court order.  

 
b. Petitioner should be awarded possession and enjoyment of  the [Vehicle] motor 

vehicle and Respondent should be enjoined from entry, operation or the exercise of 
control over the vehicle. 

 
c Petitioner should be awarded the exclusive use of other property listed below: 
 
 [Temporary Use Property] 
 

18.  Request for Temporary Orders Regarding children 
 
18.1 Petitioner requests that the Court enter orders, after appropriate notice and hearing to 

Respondent to provide for the safety and welfare of the children.  The Court should make such 

orders and temporary injunctions as may be necessary or equitable, including, but not limited to the 

following actions: 

a. Petitioner should be appointed temporary joint managing conservator with right to 
determine residence. 

 
b. Respondent should be ordered to pay child support while this suit is pending. 
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c. It should be ordered that [Who performs evaluation] perform a psychological 
evaluation of [Who is evaluated] to be filed with the Court.  The evaluation will 
include interviews, examination, and consultation and its scope will relate to matters 
involving conservatorship of the children and any matter related to those issues. 

 
d. A social study should be ordered into the circumstances and condition of the 

children and of the home of every person seeking residential managing 
conservatorship or possession of the children. 

 
e. A Guardian Ad Litem or an attorney Ad Litem should be appointed for 

representation of the interests of the children. 
 
18.2 Petitioner requests the court to name a counselor to provide the counseling and the report. 

18.3 Petitioner alleges that the parties have a history of conflict in the resolution of issues relating 

to the conservatorship, possession, and access of [Child Name1].  Movant further alleges that the 

conflict has resulted in or has the potential of resulting in domestic violence. 

18.4 Petitioner requests that the Counseling requested shall be performed by a person who has a 

background in family therapy, a mental health license requiring at least a master's degree, and 

training in domestic violence, the court having found that the training is relevant to the counseling 

needed. 

18.5 Petitioner requests that the Court order that counseling shall include counseling on issues 

that confront children who are the subject of a suit affecting the parent-child relationship, as 

specified by Section 6.505 (e) of the Texas Family Code. 

19.  Request for Interim Attorney's Fees and Temporary Support 

19.1 Petitioner requests that the Court enter orders, after appropriate notice and hearing to 

Respondent to preserve the property and to protect the parties regarding attorney’s fees.  The Court 

should make such further orders and temporary injunctions as may be necessary or equitable, 

including, but not limited to the following actions: 

 a. Petitioner requests that the Court order Respondent to pay interim attorney's 
fees and anticipated expenses, to the benefit of Petitioner for costs which may be 
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reasonably anticipated to appraisal fees, attorney, accountants and actuaries.  
Petitioner does not have control of sufficient assets of the community to pay for such 
fees and costs. 

 
 b. Petitioner does not have sufficient income for support, and Petitioner asks 

the Court to order Respondent to make temporary support payments to Petitioner 
until there is a final decree in this cause. 

  
20.  Request for Change of Name 

 

20. Petitioner requests that the Court grant a change of name from [Petitioner Name] to [New 

[Petitioner Name]]. 

21.  Attorney's Fees and Expenses 

21. In the prosecution of this suit, it has become necessary for Petitioner to obtain the services of 

[Attorney’s name], who is licensed to practice law in the State of Texas.  In order to obtain an 

equitable division of the community estate between the parties, and as a part of that division, 

Petitioner should be granted judgment for attorney’s fees and expenses through the final decree and 

after an appeal, if necessary, against Respondent.  The judgment should be granted in favor of 

Petitioner to be used by and for the benefit of Petitioner’s attorneys.  Petitioner requests in the 

alternative that the Court tax as costs the amount of reasonable attorney’s fees through trial and 

appeal to be paid directly by Respondent to Petitioner’s attorney, who may seek enforcement of the 

order in the attorney’s own name. 

 
22.  Statement of ADR Compliance 

22. A statement of compliance with Alternate Dispute Resolution Procedures is attached. 

Prayer 

 Petitioner prays for the issuance of citation and notice, that the Court grant Petitioner's 

divorce as requested and for other relief requested herein. 
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 Petitioner further prays for the Court to immediately grant the Temporary Restraining Order 

requested herein as alleged in this petition, restraining Respondent from the acts alleged, and 

Petitioner further prays that upon notice and hearing, the Court grant a Temporary Injunction in 

accordance with the provisions of the Temporary Restraining Order. 

 Petitioner further prays for the Court to issue orders granting a temporary injunction against 

Respondent from commission of the acts specified herein while this suit is pending. 

 Petitioner further prays for the Court to grant a name change to Petitioner as requested 

herein. 

 Petitioner further prays for attorney's fees and costs of court. 

 Petitioner makes requests for a jury trial in this matter, and has paid the jury fee of 

[Amount]. 

 Petitioner further prays for general relief. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
______________________________ 
[Law Firm Name] 
By 
____________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
[Attorney’s Name] 
[Attorney for Client Role] 
[Attorney’s Address] 
[Telephone  Number] 
[Facsimile Number] 
[Bar Card Number] 

 
 
State of Texas 
County of ____________ 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me by _________________________on _______________. 

 
____________________________ 
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Notary Public, State of Texas 
 
_____________________________ 
Notary's typed or printed name 
My commission expires: _________ 
 
[or Notary's Stamp] 
 

 
PETITIONER'S ADR CERTIFICATE 

 
"I AM AWARE THAT IT IS THE POLICY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS TO PROMOTE 
THE AMICABLE AND NONJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES INVOLVING 
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES.  I AM AWARE OF ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION METHODS INCLUDING MEDIATION.  WHILE I RECOGNIZE THAT 
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION IS AN ALTERNATIVE TO AND NOT A 
SUBSTITUTE FOR A TRIAL AND THAT THIS CASE MAY BE TRIED IF IT IS NOT 
SETTLED, I REPRESENT TO THE COURT THAT I WILL ATTEMPT IN GOOD FAITH 
TO RESOLVE BEFORE FINAL TRIAL CONTESTED ISSUES IN THIS CASE BY 
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION WITHOUT THE NECESSITY OF COURT 
INTERVENTION." 
 

____________________________ 
[Petitioner Name] 
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