
Information & Instructions:  Divorce decree-General practice suggestions 
 
1. The purpose of a Decree of Divorce is to provide a final and binding judgment regarding the 
dissolution of the marriage. 
 
2. It also divides the parties' estate. 
 
3. The Decrees in the following section are based on various fact situations, and provide 
examples of the scenarios described in the decree labels. 
 
Information & Instructions: Temporary orders and divorce decrees 
 
1. The 1995 legislature revised the standard possession order and revised the family code such 
that in divorce decrees it will now generally presumed that divorce decrees that involve children 
should presume that joint custody is in the child's best interests.  This is a rebuttable presumption.  
Consequently, the conservator's powers, rights, duties and visitation provisions must be revised. 
 
2. A final order must contain: 
 

a. the social security number and driver's license number of each party to the suit, 
including the child, except that the child's social security number or driver's license  number is not 
required if the child has not been assigned a social security number or driver's license number; and  
 

b. each party's current residence address, mailing address, home telephone number, 
name of employer, address of employment, and work telephone number, except as provided by 
Subsection (c) 
 
3. Except as provided by Subsection (c), the court shall order each party to inform each other 
party of an intended change in any of the information required by this section as long as any person, 
as a result of the order, is under an obligation to pay child support or is entitled to possession of or 
access to a child.  The court shall order that notice of the intended change be given at the earlier of: 
 

a. the 60th day before the date the party intends to make the change; or  
 

b. the fifth day after the date that the party knew of the change, if the party did not 
know or could not have known of the change in sufficient time to comply with Subdivision (1). 
 

c. If a court finds after notice and hearing that requiring a party to provide the 
information required by this section is likely to cause the child or a conservator harassment, abuse, 
serious harm, or injury, the court may:  
 
 1. order the information not to be disclosed to another party; or 
 
 2. render any other order the court considers necessary. 
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