
Information or instructions:  Motion and order in limine to exclude evidence at trial 
 
1. The purpose of a Motion in limine is to obtain a court ruling which would prohibit a party 
from introducing evidence in trial that is considered prejudicial, harmful, and irrelevant to the 
case. 
 
2. Even though objections may be made at trial to prohibit introduction of evidence, the jury 
may be prejudiced by the hearing of the evidence. A ruling by the Judge that the evidence is 
inadmissible may not be sufficient to remove the evidentiary impact on the jury. 
 
3. Accordingly, this form should be used prior to voir dire examination of the jury panel so 
as to prohibit the introduction of harmful or prejudicial evidence. 
 
Form:  Motion in limine 
 

CAUSE NUMBER _____________________ 
 

[Name], 
PLAINTIFF 

 IN THE [Type of Court] COURT  

 
vs. 

 [Court number] 

[Name], 
DEFENDANT 

 OF [NAME], COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
MOTION IN LIMINE 

 
[Name of Movant], [plaintiff or defendant] "Movant," files this Motion in Limine to prohibit the 

introduction of evidence as described below. 

1. This Motion is being presented before the commencement of voir dire of the jury panel. 

2. Movant requests that counsel for [plaintiff or defendant], "Opposing Counsel," and all of 

opposing counsel's witnesses be instructed by appropriate order of this Court to refrain from making 

any mention, directly or indirectly, to urge, testify, insinuate or otherwise attempt to introduce the 

following types of evidence in voir dire examination of the jurors, in opening statements, 

presentation of evidence, arguments before the Court, final argument or at any other time. 
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3. Movant would show the motion should be granted because the types of evidence listed are 

irrelevant to the issues involved, or are otherwise not admissible because the possible probative 

value of the evidentiary materials listed in this motion  is far outweighed by its prejudicial effect. 

4. Movant requests that opposing counsel refrain from mentioning the following items without 

first approaching the Court and obtaining a ruling from the Court outside the presence and hearing 

of all of the prospective jurors ultimately selected in this case. 

5. Movant would show that the matters set out below are inadmissible for any purpose on 

proper and timely objection.  These matters have no bearing on the issues of the case or the rights of 

the parties to this suit. 

6. Permitting interrogation of witnesses, comments to jurors or prospective jurors or offers of 

evidence concerning these matters would prejudice the jury; sustaining objections to the questions, 

comments or offers would not cure such prejudice, but rather re-enforce the impact of the 

prejudicial matters on the jurors. 

7. The following matters should be prohibited and would not be admissible for any purpose in 

this cause: 

a. Financial status or insurance coverage of any of the parties to this lawsuit. 

 b.  [If applicable, state: Any reference to the Plaintiffs being individuals forced to fight 

against large corporations or that this Defendant is a large corporation headquartered outside the 

State of Texas]. 

 c. Settlement negotiations. 

 d. Failure to call any witness that would be equally available to both parties in this 

cause. 
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 e. Reference to any ex parte statement or report of any person not present in the Court 

to testify and therefore be cross-examined. 

 f. Hearsay or probable testimony of a witness who is absent, unavailable, or not called 

to testify in this case and that counsel be instructed not to suggest to the jury, by argument or 

otherwise, what would have been the testimony of any witness not actually called. 

 g. The contents of any pleadings which have been superseded by any current pleadings 

on file in this case. 

 h. Reference to this Motion. 

 In this connection, Movant moves that the opposing party be instructed not to suggest to the 

jury by argument or otherwise that Movant has sought to exclude from proof any matter bearing on 

the issues in this case or the rights of the parties to this suit. 

 i. Any evidence that Movant contends should be excluded by Texas Rule of Evidence 

4.3, because its probative value is substantially outweighed by the danger of unfair prejudice, 

confusion of the issues misleading the jury, or by considerations of undue delay. 

 j. Any evidence of subsequent remedial measures, pursuant to Texas Rule of Evidence 

4.7. 

 k. Evidence of liability insurance, Texas Rules of Evidence 411. 

 l. Evidence of collateral bad acts by Defendant, Texas Rules of Evidence 4.4(b). 

 m. Any statements which may tend to inform the jury or jury panel of the effect of their 

answers to any of the special questions in the case. 

 n. Reference to any objections to interrogatories or document requests. 

 o. Reference to or the offer of any exhibit or other demonstrative evidence not 

previously produced during the course of pre-trial discovery. 
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 p. Reference to other lawsuits which may have been filed in regard to other matters not 

involved in this litigation.  [If the client is a large company with many similar lawsuits, include:  

Plaintiff's counsel and all witnesses should be restrained from making any comments, suggestions or 

references that Movant is involved in numerous lawsuits and other parties have experienced similar 

problems with Movant's product or any other words of similar effect.] 

 q. Any argument or attempt to argue the Golden Rule or any argument which attempts 

to place the jurors in the place of Plaintiff since such arguments are improper and are not based 

upon evidence to be considered by the jury [See, Rojas v. Richardson, 7.3 F.2d 186, 191 (5th Cir. 

1983)]. 

 r. Any reference which would imply that Movant has not fully complied with all 

Motions for Production and rules relating to the discovery in this case.  

 s. The Court should enter an Order precluding opposing counsel from calling as a 

witness any expert who has not been properly disclosed in Answers to Interrogatories.  Opposing 

counsel has designated  [list designated experts] as their experts. 

  i. Accordingly, opposing counsel should be precluded from asking any 

questions of any of their witnesses other than the individuals stated above which will elicit an 

opinion answer. 

  ii. Opposing counsel should be further precluded from asking any questions to 

establish the qualifications and expertise of any of its witnesses other than those listed above 

because such questions are appropriate only to a testifying expert. 

 t. Movant requests that opposing counsel and witnesses should be instructed to refrain 

from requesting that Movant's attorneys stipulate to either the admissibility of any evidence or 

stipulate to any facts in front of the jury.  Opposing counsel and its witnesses should also be 
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instructed to refrain from requesting that Movant's counsel produce any information or documents 

in its files in front of the jury. 

 u. That should deposing party desire to tender any photographs, motion picture films, 

video tapes or other demonstrative evidence, that those items be tendered to the Court and opposing 

counsel, outside the presence and hearing of the jury, and shown or exhibited to determine its 

relevance and admissibility prior to informing the jury of its existence. 

 v. Reference to character or any trait of their character pursuant to Rule 4.4 of the 

Texas Rules of Evidence. 

 w. Reference to any specific instances of a party's conduct for the purposes of attacking 

their credibility pursuant to Rule 6.8, Texas Rules of Evidence. 

 x. Reference to an agency relationship between Movant and  [third party Name].  In 

this regard, opposing counsel and witnesses should be instructed not to refer to any employees of 

this third party as agents or authorized representatives of Movant. 

[For DTPA cases add the following: That the Plaintiff has requested or may be entitled to recover 

treble damages based on the jurors answers to Special Questions submitted regarding Plaintiff’s 

actual damages because to do so would inform prospective jurors or the jurors ultimately selected of 

the effects of their answers and further the treble damages constitute a question of law and not of 

fact. 

 *. That Defendants did not intend to deceive Plaintiffs for the reason that testimony or 

evidence is not material or relevant to any issue in this case and would therefore only tend to 

confuse the prospective jurors or jurors ultimately selected. 
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 *. That Defendants' conduct was the result of a mistake or bona fide error for the 

reason that the testimony or evidence is not material or relevant to any issue in this case and would 

therefore only tend to confuse the prospective jurors ultimately selected. 

 *. Any reference to any alleged incidental or consequential damages suffered by 

Plaintiffs.  That is, Plaintiffs should not be allowed to refer to loss of time, inconveniences, phone 

calls, car rental, food, litigation expenses (other than attorney fees) or other miscellaneous expenses 

and costs. 

 *.  [State other evidence sought to be suppressed, such as: Any reference to an alleged 

letter dated  (date) from  to , since that letter is not relevant and its prejudicial effect on the jury 

would substantially outweigh any probative value.] 

[For auto warranty cases use: The opposing counsel and all witnesses should be instructed to refrain 

from referring to any incidental or consequential damages incurred by Plaintiff. 

 *. The manufacturer has provided written limited warranties with the sale of the 

vehicle; Plaintiff's warranty claims, if any, are limited and controlled by that limited warranties. 

 *. That warranty expressly disclaims liability for any and all incidental and 

consequential damages. 

 *. That warranty defines incidental and consequential damages as follows: i.e., loss of 

use of the car, loss of time, inconvenience or other incidental charges such as telephone charges, 

towing, car rental, food, lodging, etc. or consequential damages are not recoverable by the warranty. 

*. Plaintiff therefore has no cause of action for incidental and/or consequential 

damages.  Accordingly, any reference to the same would be totally irrelevant to the lawsuit 

and greatly prejudice Movant in that the references would be made merely to invoke the 

sympathy of the jury.] 
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 *. Plaintiff,  [his or her] counsel and all witnesses should be instructed to refrain from 

referring to any evidence of a cause of action theory of recovery allegation or amount of damages 

previously pled by Plaintiff. 

 *. Accordingly, Movant claims surprise as to any such matter and does not acquiesce 

to a trial by consent. 

 *. Plaintiff has alleged the following complaints:  [List all complaints pled in Plaintiff's 

Petition]. 

 

 *. Plaintiff,  [his or her] counsel and all witnesses should be instructed to refrain from 

referring to any other problems with the vehicle in question because no other problems or 

complaints have been pled by Plaintiff. 

 *. Opposing counsel and witnesses should be instructed to refrain from referring to any 

of the service tickets and repair orders concerning the vehicle in question.  The repair orders and 

service tickets constitute hearsay and contain statements, findings, opinions and assertions made out 

of Court by persons whom Movant has not had an opportunity to cross-examine and therefore is 

inadmissible.  Accordingly, opposing counsel and  [his or her] witnesses should be instructed not to 

elude to or refer to in any way the service tickets or repair orders until those documents have been 

properly admitted under an exception to the hearsay rule.  If the documents are discussed or referred 

to before being properly admitted, Movant will be greatly prejudiced. 

 *. Opposing counsel and witnesses should be instructed to refrain from referring to any 

of the problems and subsequent service tickets or repair orders that occurred after the expiration of 

their warranty.  Movant's warranties do not include problems that arise after the warranty period.  
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Any alleged problems or repairs that occurred after the warranty period would be irrelevant to the 

lawsuit and reference to them would greatly prejudice Movant. 

 *. Opposing counsel and witnesses should be instructed to refrain from referring to, 

directly or indirectly, any advertisement, brochure, promotional material, etc., that has not been 

produced in Court and is not available for inspection or cross-examination.  Accordingly, any 

advertising material that has not been produced should be precluded. 

PRAYER 

Movant prays that this Motion be granted and the Court enter an Order precluding the 

opposing counsel and  [his or her] witnesses from eluding to any of the matters set forth above and 

that Movant receive such other and further relief to which Movant may be justly entitled. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
______________________________ 
[Law Firm Name] 

By ____________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
[Attorney’s Name] 
 
Attorney for [Plaintiff, Defendant or Movant] 
[Attorney’s Address] 
[Telephone  Number] 
[Facsimile Number] 
[Bar Card Number] 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing pleading or document has been served upon all 
attorneys of record and any parties who are not represented by an attorney on _______________. 
 
Attorney for:  [Other attorney’s client’s name] 
Attorney’s name: [Other attorney’s name] 
Attorney’s address [Other attorney’s address] 
 
Type of Service: 
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___ U.S. Mail, Certified Return Receipt Request No. ___________________. 
___ U.S. Mail, First Class. 
___ Hand delivery by [name of delivery service]: ___________________________. 
___ Facsimile transmission to _____________________ [fax number] before 5 p.m. 
 
 

_____________________ 
[Attorney’s signature] 

PREVIEW  
 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT COPY 
 
 
 

THIS DOCUMENT 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
 
 

LegalFormsForTexas.Com 



 
CAUSE NUMBER _____________________ 

 
[Name], 
PLAINTIFF 

 IN THE [Type of Court] COURT  

 
vs. 

 [Court number] 

[Name], 
DEFENDANT 

 OF [NAME], COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
ORDER GRANTING MOTION IN LIMINE 

 
 On __________________, the court considered [ Movant’s name] Motion in Limine. 

 After considering the motion, the court decided that the request should be granted and 

denied as follows: 

 1. As to Paragraph  1 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 2. As to Paragraph  2 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 3. As to Paragraph  3 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 4. As to Paragraph  4 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 5. As to Paragraph  5 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 6. As to Paragraph  6 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 7. As to Paragraph  7 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 8. As to Paragraph  8 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 9. As to Paragraph  9 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 10. As to Paragraph 10 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 11. As to Paragraph 11 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 12. As to Paragraph 12 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 13. As to Paragraph 13 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 14. As to Paragraph 14 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 
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 15. As to Paragraph 15 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 16. As to Paragraph 16 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 17. As to Paragraph 17 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 18. As to Paragraph 18 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 19. As to Paragraph 19 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 20. As to Paragraph 20 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 21. As to Paragraph 21 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 22. As to Paragraph 22 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 23. As to Paragraph 23 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 24. As to Paragraph 24 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 25. As to Paragraph 25 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 26. As to Paragraph 26 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 27. As to Paragraph 27 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 28. As to Paragraph 28 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 29. As to Paragraph 29 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 30. As to Paragraph 30 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 31. As to Paragraph 31 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 32. As to Paragraph 32 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

 33. As to Paragraph 33 (  ) granted  (  ) denied. 

Signed on __________________. 
 

_________________ 
JUDGE PRESIDING 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUBSTANCE: 
 
_____________________________ 
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[Law Firm’s or Attorney’s Name] 
Attorney for [Plaintiff or Defendant] 
[Address] 
[Telephone & facsimile numbers] 
Texas Bar no. [Number] 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM ONLY: 
 
_____________________________ 
[Law Firm’s or Attorney’s Name] 
Attorney for [Plaintiff or Defendant] 
[Address] 
[Telephone & facsimile numbers] 
Texas Bar no. [Number] 
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