
Information or instructions:  Motion & order to reinstate 
 
1. Pursuant to Rule 165a, a motion to reinstate a cause which has been dismissed by the trial 
court for want of prosecution may be filed if it sets forth valid grounds for reinstatement. 
 
2. The motion shall be verified by the Movant or the attorney and filed with the clerk within 
30 days after the order of dismissal is signed or within the period provided by Texas Rule of 
Civil Procedure 306a. 
 
3. A copy of the motion shall be served upon each attorney of record. 
 
4. The clerk shall then set a hearing on the motion as soon as practicable and the court 
should reinstate the case if it finds, after hearing, that the failure of the party or the party's 
attorney was not intentional or the result of conscious indifference, but due to an accident or 
mistake or that the failure has been otherwise reasonably explained. 
 
5. In the event a motion for reinstatement is not decided by a signed written order within 75 
days after the judgment is signed or within the time prescribed by Rule 306a, the motion is 
deemed overruled by operation of law. 
 
6. If a motion to reinstate is timely filed by any party the trial court, regardless of whether or 
not an appeal has been perfected, retains its plenary power to reinstate the case until 30 days after 
all such timely filed motions are overruled, either by written and signed order or by operation of 
law, whichever occurs first. 
 
7. TRCP Rule 165a has been amended to require the same procedures governing Motions 
To Retain to be applicable to Motions To Reinstate. The practitioner must affirmatively show 
good cause for reinstating and maintaining the case on the docket. 
 
Form:  Motion to reinstate case on docket 
 

CAUSE NUMBER _____________________ 
 

[Name], 
PLAINTIFF 

 IN THE [Type of Court] COURT  

 
vs. 

 [Court number] 

[Name], 
DEFENDANT 

 OF [NAME], COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
MOTION TO REINSTATE CASE ON DOCKET 

 
[Name], Plaintiff files this Motion to Reinstate the case on the docket. 
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1. Movants would show that they desire to pursue their cause of action and the disposition of 

this cause of action will occur within a reasonable length of time; and in accordance with the 

Supreme Court's orders and guidelines regarding trial of civil cases. 

2. Movants request the Court to reinstate this case on the trial docket for the following reasons:  

[state specific facts and reasons that show good cause as to why the case should be reinstated on the 

trial docket]. 

3. Movants have a meritorious cause of action and desire to pursue that cause. 

4. They request that the Court render a Pre-trial Order assigning a trial date for the case, setting 

deadlines for joining of new parties, including setting a date of completion of discovery, filing of all 

pleadings, making of a response or supplemental responses to discovery and any other pre-trial 

matters, in accordance with Texas Rules of Civil Procedure 165a. 

PRAYER 

Movant prays that this cause be retained on the trial docket and that Movants have such 

other and further relief to which they may show themselves justly entitled. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
______________________________ 
[Law Firm Name] 

By ____________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
[Attorney’s Name] 
 
Attorney for [Plaintiff, Defendant or Movant] 
[Attorney’s Address] 
[Telephone  Number] 
[Facsimile Number] 
[Bar Card Number] 

 
State of Texas 
County of  ____________ 
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BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared , known to me to be the 
person whose Name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged to me that  [he or 
she] is the attorney for Plaintiffs in the above-entitled and numbered cause and as such moves the 
Court to reinstate the identified cause on the trial docket of the District Court of  County, Texas, and 
that the facts contained in the Motion are true and correct based on personal knowledge. 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on ____________________ by 
 
______________________________________________________________. 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Signature of officer 
_____________________________________ 
Notary's typed or printed name 
 
My commission expires: 
______________________ 
 
[or Notary's Stamp] 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing pleading or document has been served upon all 
attorneys of record and any parties who are not represented by an attorney on _______________. 
 
Attorney for:  [Other attorney’s client’s name] 
Attorney’s name: [Other attorney’s name] 
Attorney’s address [Other attorney’s address] 
 
Type of Service: 
 
___ U.S. Mail, Certified Return Receipt Request No. ___________________. 
___ U.S. Mail, First Class. 
___ Hand delivery by [name of delivery service]: ___________________________. 
___ Facsimile transmission to _____________________ [fax number] before 5 p.m. 
 
 

_____________________ 
[Attorney’s signature] 
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CAUSE NUMBER _____________________ 

 
[Name], 
PLAINTIFF 

 IN THE [Type of Court] COURT  

 
vs. 

 [Court number] 

[Name], 
DEFENDANT 

 OF [NAME], COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO REINSTATE CASE 

 
 On __________________, the court considered [Movant’s Name] Motion to Reinstate 

his/her/its case. 

 After considering the motion, the court decided that the request should be granted. 

 It is ORDERED that [Movant’s Name] case is reinstated on the trial docket 

[State:  granted or denied.  If the motion is denied  state denied and delete the last paragraph] 

 
Signed on __________________. 

 
 

____________________ 
JUDGE PRESIDING 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUBSTANCE: 
 
_____________________________ 
[Law Firm’s or Attorney’s Name] 
Attorney for [Plaintiff or Defendant] 
[Address] 
[Telephone & facsimile numbers] 
Texas Bar no. [Number] 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM ONLY: 
 
_____________________________ 
[Law Firm’s or Attorney’s Name] 
Attorney for [Plaintiff or Defendant] 
[Address] 
[Telephone & facsimile numbers] 
Texas Bar no. [Number] 
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