
Information or instructions:  Motion & order for sanctions 
 
1. The purpose of this motion is to compel a party through the aid of the court to comply 
with discovery requests. 
 
2. In the event that a party refuses or fails to answer interrogatories, attend a deposition, or 
produce the documents which have been properly requested by a motion to produce (and 
accompanying subpoena), the court, pursuant to this motion, may strike pleadings and may also 
assess attorney fees and expenses against the non-complying party. 
 
3. Texas Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 215 makes important changes in sanctions. The rule 
allows the court to impose sanctions for a party's failure to respond or answer interrogatories or 
any other discovery request even if there is no court order compelling the answer. 

 
4. The rule also applies to evasive or incomplete answers; it treats them as a failure to 
answer. 
 
5. The rule has also broadened the sanctions for discovery abuse. Texas Rules of Civil 
Procedure Rule 215 now clearly permits a court to dismiss a party's case with prejudice as a 
proper method of sanctions.  It also permits the court to impose sanctions directly against 
nonparties to the suit who have abused the discovery process.  
 
6. Texas Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 215 permits attorney fees and costs to be imposed 
against the parties, the parties' attorneys, and nonparties who have abused the discovery process. 
It also authorizes a broad range of sanctions for discovery requests which are frivolous, 
oppressive or filed for the purpose of harassment. 
 
7. The following sanctions may now be awarded under Texas Rules of Civil Procedure Rule 
215: 
 

a. An award of expenses and attorney fees 
 
b. Dismissal of the lawsuit with or without prejudice 
 
c. Striking the pleadings 
 
d. Holding a party in contempt of court for failure to attend a deposition or answer 

questions after a court order is entered requiring the same. 
 
8. The following form is based upon the assumptions below: 
 

a. Interrogatories or a Notice of Deposition was properly served upon the party. 
 
b. The required time period to answer the interrogatories has elapsed and the 

opposing party has not requested an extension within the proper time period. 
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c. The party propounding the interrogatories has requested the court impose 
sanctions. 

 
9. The requested sanctions are: 
 

a. That the pleadings of the non-complying party be stricken from the record, and 
 
b. An award of reasonable attorney fees in the amount specified in the motion. 

 
Form:  Motion for sanctions 
 

CAUSE NUMBER _____________________ 
 

[Name], 
PLAINTIFF 

 IN THE [Type of Court] COURT  

 
vs. 

 [Court number] 

[Name], 
DEFENDANT 

 OF [NAME], COUNTY, TEXAS 

MOTION FOR SANCTIONS 
 
[Name of Movant],  [Plaintiff or Defendant] moves the court to require  [Name of opposing party] 

to answer all of the  [number] interrogatories properly propounded to [him or her]. 

1. [Name of party propounding interrogatories], served interrogatories on [Name] on [Date]. 

2. The interrogatories were made and propounded under the provisions of Rule 197, Texas 

Rules of Civil Procedure. 

3. [Name] was required to answer the interrogatories in writing, under oath, within thirty (30) 

days after the service of the interrogatories, as required by the Rule. 

4. More than thirty (30) days have passed since [Name] has received the interrogatories. 

5. At the time of filing of this Motion,  [Movant] has not received any answers to the 

interrogatories, and [Name] has failed to object to  interrogatories. 

6. At the time of filing of this motion, [Name] has not requested an extension of 

his/her/its/their deadline for answering the interrogatories. 
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7. By reason of [Name]'s failure,  [Movant] cannot properly prepare for the trial of this lawsuit 

without being materially and irreparably prejudiced. 

PRAYER 

[Movant] prays that the court require  [Name] to answer the interrogatories propounded to  

[him or her] not more than  days after the hearing on this motion, under penalty that if [Name] fails 

to so answer the interrogatories within the time stated, then [Name]'s pleadings shall be stricken 

from the record and  [Movant] shall be awarded reasonable attorney fees in the amount of at least 

$[Amount]. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
______________________________ 
[Law Firm Name] 

By ____________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
[Attorney’s Name] 
 
Attorney for [Plaintiff, Defendant or Movant] 
[Attorney’s Address] 
[Telephone  Number] 
[Facsimile Number] 
[Bar Card Number] 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing pleading or document has been served upon all 
attorneys of record and any parties who are not represented by an attorney on _______________. 
 
Attorney for:  [Other attorney’s client’s name] 
Attorney’s name: [ Other attorney’s name] 
Attorney’s address [Other attorney’s address] 
 
Type of Service: 
 
___ U.S. Mail, Certified Return Receipt Request No. ___________________. 
___ U.S. Mail, First Class. 
___ Hand delivery by [name of delivery service]: ___________________________. 
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___ Facsimile transmission to _____________________ [fax number] before 5 p.m. 
 
 

_____________________ 
[Attorney’s signature] 

 
CAUSE NUMBER _____________________ 

 
[Name], 
PLAINTIFF 

 IN THE [Type of Court] COURT  

 
vs. 

 [Court number] 

[Name], 
DEFENDANT 

 OF [NAME], COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
ORDER GRANTING MOTION TO COMPEL ANSWERS TO 

[INTERROGATORIES OR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS] 
 
 On _________________ the court considered the [plaintiff or defendant]’s, motion to 

compel answers to  [Interrogatories or Request for production of documents], and to render a 

judgment in favor of  [Name] for the failure of  [Name] to answer the  [Interrogatories or Request 

for production of documents] previously served on that party and  [his or her or its] attorney of 

record,  [Attorney’s name]. 

 After considering the motion, the court decided that the request should be granted. 

 It is ORDERED that 's  [Name]  [identify pleading, such as: Answer] be stricken and default 

judgment rendered in Movant's favor; or that  [Name] shall answer [identify, such as: answers to the  

(Interrogatories or Request for production of Documents)] previously served upon  [Name] within 

ten (10) days after the date of signing this order.  

 It is ORDERED that if [Name] fails to answer the  (Interrogatories or Request for 

production of Documents)], then  [his or her] pleadings shall be stricken from the record without 

further order and thereafter,  [Name of Movant] may obtain a judgment in  [his or her] favor. 

[If applicable] 
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 It is ORDERED  that  [Attorney for Movant] is awarded the sum of $[Amount] in attorney 

fees against  (Name of party), for  (his or her) failure to reply to the  (Interrogatories or Request for 

production of documents). 

Signed on __________________. 
 

__________________ 
JUDGE PRESIDING 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUBSTANCE: 
 
_____________________________ 
[Law Firm’s or Attorney’s Name] 
Attorney for [Plaintiff or Defendant] 
[Address] 
[Telephone & facsimile numbers] 
Texas Bar no. [Number] 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM ONLY: 
 
_____________________________ 
[Law Firm’s or Attorney’s Name] 
Attorney for [Plaintiff or Defendant] 
[Address] 
[Telephone & facsimile numbers] 
Texas Bar no. [Number] 
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