
Defendants Original answer General Denial 
 
1. The purpose of an answer by defendant is to prevent the entry of a default judgment from 
being obtained by plaintiff and to set forth any applicable defenses or responses to plaintiff's 
petition. 
 
2. The answer must be filed with the court within the prescribed time period, and should 
include a certificate of service to all counsel of record. 
 
3. See the following Texas Rules of Civil Procedure applicable to answers: 
 

Rule 83-Original and supplemental answer, endorsement; 
Rule 84-Answer may include several matters; 
Rule 85-Original answer, contents', 
Rule 86-Plea of privilege; 
Rule 87-Hearing on plea; 
Rule 88-Plea not waived; 
Rule 89-Transfer of plea is sustained; 
Rule 90-Waiver of defects in pleading; 
Rule 9l-Special exceptions; 
Rule 92-General denial; 
Rule 93-Certain pleas to be verified; 
Rule 94-Affirmative defenses; 
Rule 95-Pleas of payment; 
Rule 96-No discontinuance; 
Rule 97-Counterclaim and cross-claim; 
Rule 98-Supplemental answers. 

 
Information or instructions:  General denial 
 
1. The answer set forth in the form that follows is commonly referred to as a general denial 
and may be used in all cases, except where affirmative defenses are required by Rules 93 and 94 
of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure or in trespass to try title petitions in which a plea of not 
guilty should be made. 
 
Form:  General Denial 
 

CAUSE NUMBER _____________________ 
 

[Name], 
PLAINTIFF 

 IN THE [Type of Court] COURT  

 
vs. 

 [Court number] 

[Name], 
DEFENDANT 

 OF [NAME], COUNTY, TEXAS 
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DEFENDANT'S ORIGINAL ANSWER 
 
Defendant [Name], files this original answer to the Plaintiff's petition, and would respectfully show 

unto the court the following: 

Subject to such stipulations and admissions as may hereafter be made, this Defendant asserts a 

general denial as is authorized by Rule 92 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.  Defendant 

respectfully requests that the Plaintiff be required to prove the charges and allegations against this 

Defendant by a preponderance of the evidence as is required by the Constitution and laws of the 

State of Texas. 

PRAYER 

The above answer is respectfully submitted to the Court and Jury by the Defendant, who 

asks that the Plaintiff take nothing; that this Defendant be allowed to recover the costs which have 

been incurred by reason of the charges and allegations of the Plaintiff against this Defendant; and 

that the Court give this Defendant such other and further relief from these charges as the Court may 

feel that this Defendant is entitled to. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
______________________________ 
[Law Firm Name] 

By ____________________________ 
 
______________________________ 
[Attorney’s Name] 
 
Attorney for Defendant 
[Attorney’s Address] 
[Telephone  Number] 
[Facsimile Number] 
[Bar Card Number] 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
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I certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing pleading or document has been served upon all 
attorneys of record and any parties who are not represented by an attorney on _______________. 
 
Attorney for:  [Other attorney’s client’s name] 
Attorney’s name: [Other attorney’s name] 
Attorney’s address [Other attorney’s address] 
 
Type of Service: 
 
___ U.S. Mail, Certified Return Receipt Request No. ___________________. 
___ U.S. Mail, First Class. 
___ Hand delivery by [name of delivery service]: ___________________________. 
___ Facsimile transmission to _____________________ [fax number] before 5 p.m. 
 
 

_____________________ 
[Attorney’s signature] 
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