
Information & Instructions: Statement of Evidence in Publication Case 

1. In cases where there has been citation by publication, a statement of the evidence 

should be prepared and filed with the Court for the Court’s approval. 

2. The attorney ad-litem for the party cited by publication should review the 

Statement of Evidence. 
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Form:  Statement of evidence 

Cause Number ____________ 
 
IN THE INTEREST OF: 
 
[CHILD'S NAME], 
 
[A CHILD] 

' 
' 
' 
' 
' 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
 
[COUNTY NAME], TEXAS 
 
                    JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 
STATEMENT OF  EVIDENCE 

 On      the above styled and numbered cause was set for 

trial.  The following is a written statement of the evidence presented to the Court: 

1. [Names of petitioner’s], Petitioner’s, appeared in person and by and through their 

attorney of record, [Attorney's name ]. 

a. They  announced unto the court that they were ready for trial. 

2. Respondent, [Respondent's name ], signed an affidavit of relinquishment of parental 

rights and waived issuance and service of citation by waiver duly filed and did not otherwise 

appear. 

[or ] 

Respondent , [Respondent's name], although duly and properly cited by publication, 

did not appear and wholly made default. 

[or] 

[Name of Respondent], Respondent, although duly and properly served with citation 

herein, did not appear and wholly made default. 

[or] 

Respondent, [Name of Respondent], personally appeared before the Court in person 

and by his/her attorney, [Name of Respondent’s attorney], and announced ready for trial. 
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[If applicable add] 

3. Also appearing was [Name of the court appointed Guardian Ad Litem, Amicus 

Attorney, or Attorney ad-litem], a duly licensed attorney,  who was appointed by the Court 

as Guardian Ad Litem [Amicus attorney or attorney ad-litem] for  the child[ren[, name of 

child[ren], the subject of this suit.   

4. [Name of the court appointed attorney ad-litem], an attorney licensed by the State of 

[State], and who was appointed Attorney Ad Litem for [Probable father’s name or other 

person who is represented by the Attorney Ad-Litem], the alleged or probable father of the 

child[ren] [or the child[ren] [or other party for whom an Attorney Ad-Litem is appointed] 

which is/are the subject of this suit.  

a. The Guardian Ad-Litem and Attorney Ad-Litem each entered a general 

denial on behalf of their clients. 

5. All witnesses were sworn, and then the cause proceeded with the following evidence 

being introduced: 

a. [Natural mother’s name] is the natural mother of [Child[ren]’s name], the 

child[ren] which is/are the subject of  the above entitled and numbered cause. 

b. The child, [Name of child], was born on  [Date ] and is a [Male or female]. 

c. The child was born in  [Name of county ] County, [State]. 

d. [Natural mother’s name ] has not been married to the father of the child.  

They  have not attempted to marry under the laws of any state or nation.  They are not “ 

common law” spouses of each other.  [Natural mother’s name]  was not married to any man 

at the time of conception or during  her  pregnancy. 
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e. The Father of the child is [Natural father’s name] and his last known address is: 

[Natural father’s address] 

Other than the above address, the parties do not know any other or more current 

address or a better last known address. 

[or] 

e. The parties have made a due and diligent search to locate [Name], the natural 

father of the child who is the subject of this proceeding.  He has not signed an Affidavit of 

Relinquishment of Parental Rights.  The current address of [Natural father’s name ],  the 

natural father of the child which is the subject of this proceeding, is  unknown.  The parties 

have exercised due diligence to locate [Natural father’s name ] as follows: 

1. Petitioners have made telephone calls to the places that  [Natural 

father’s name ] may have gone to. 

2. Petitioners have tried to find a telephone or address listing for 

[Natural father’s name ]. 

3. Petitioners have inquired of the natural mother information designed 

to find [Natural father’s name ]. 

f. Despite exercising due diligence, the parties have not been able to locate the 

whereabouts of [Natural father’s name].  The parties believe that  [Natural father’s name ] is 

a transient person and absent from this state. 

g. The  parties do not believe that [Natural father’s name ] now resides in 

[State]. 
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h. The parties have been unable to locate the current business or residence 

address of [Natural Father’s name].  Furthermore, [Natural father’s name ] is not a member 

of the armed forces of the United States." 

5. [Natural father’s name ] the natural or probable natural father of the child herein has 

not taken any steps to exercise any parental rights over said child nor has he sought to 

establish paternity of the child.  Furthermore, [Natural father’s name ] has not supported the 

child. He has abandoned the child for a period of at least 6 months. 

6. [Natural mother’s name ] has signed a Relinquishment of parental rights and she has 

abandoned the child for a period of time in excess of 6 months.  She has also failed to 

support her child for said period. 

7. The child has lived with petitioners for at least 6 months and Petitioners have 

provided the support and care for said child during said time period. 

8. The following exhibits, if any, were introduced and made a part of the record and 

filed herein: 

9. A social study was performed. The report recommends petitioners as the adoptive 

parents. 

 

Signed on     . 

 

     
Judge Presiding 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

     
[Name of attorney] 
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Attorney for petitioner 
[Street address] 
[City, [State] Zip code] 
[Phone] [Facsimile] 
State Bar Number _____________ 
 

     
[Name of attorney] 
Attorney for respondent 
[Street address] 
[City, [State] Zip code] 
[Phone] [Facsimile] 
State Bar Number _____________ 
 

     
[Name of Guardian Ad-Litem] 
Street address] 
[City, [State] Zip code] 
[Phone] [Facsimile] 
State Bar Number _____________ 
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