Instructions & InformatioPCﬁoEP\acfie Ewoption Of A Minor
Child

A SUMMARY OF THE ADOPTION PROCESS
THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT IS A GENERAL RESPONSE TO GENERAL
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ADOPTION PROCESS AND YOU SHOULD CONSULT
WITH AN ATTORNEY ABOUT THE SPECIFIC FACTS IN YOUR CASE WHICH
MAY ALTER OR AFFECT THE LAW APPLICABLE TO YOUR CASE.

Information & Instructions. Adoption Defined and Purpose of an Adoption
PLEASE BONOT COPY
1. Adoption is a legal process which establishes the legal relationship and rights of a

child with an adoptive adult, who is made a parent by judicial decree, and the duties,
powers, responsibilities, and rights of an adoptive adult (as a parent) with and over the
adopted child.
2. A prerequisite to the adoption of a minor child is the termination of the
relationship t;FeHaICS a@ th ofhﬂcM IEgNAEFarents. An
adult person may also be adopted by another adult.
3. Termination of natural parent’s rights is not required in an adult adoption.
Obviously, adoption of an adult would create an inheritance right between the adopting
adult and the adopted adult.

Purpose of an Adoption
1. The purpose oqu- chAtNaM thM@MIationship between a

child and an adult, or between adults.

A person who has been adopted receives the legal benefits that a natural born

chiﬂmas through iiiii.rth to his parents. #h”d banplu.ts from his paren that the
egalForms exas.com



child receives training, discﬁnﬁﬁvﬁrmme, care, and hopefully,

love.

3. Parents benefit from their children in that also hopefully receive affection, love,
and satisfaction as they sacrifice, teach, discipline, encourage, and patiently endure the
experiences of childhood with the child.

Adoption brings to many persons the opportunity of parenthood that they might

PLEASE DONOT COPY

The Texas Family Code Chapter which deals with termination is Chapter 161, and
the Chapter setting forth the law on adoption is Chapter 162. Pertinent provisions
regarding termination and adoption will also be found in Chapter 160, which chapter

concerns paternity.

EHIS DOCUMENT.. ...

who are not their birth parents, granting to said adopted children all the rights and
benefits of being a child as though said child was born to an adopting adult, and the
adopting adults acquiring children or adult children, with all pertaining rights, privileges,
and duties, as though the children or adults were in fact children born to them. In other
words, adoption gives re 0 e parqts portunity to be in the
parental position, even t O:H y d'haVe'the :ssY QMrtumty, or experience
of giving birth to that child or adult. It could be said that this is the creation of

parenthood by legal process. Adoption is in almost every situation a positive uplifting

kegal-ormst-ortexas-om



lawyers enjoy their work in SRTI v] Wdoption is one of most
emotionally rewarding thinEh th i familyeourts.

The scene portrayed most often in adoption proceedings, is that a family or future
family comes to court dressed in their Sunday best clothing, with smiles on their faces.
Often the participants take pictures of the court, the judge, and the attorneys, together

with the parties. Many courts take time out to accommodate the family. If you are

planainogto p graph t, might give yeu orjhag i it

forrpejlm', EASEODaQ) t:&agoiyogoﬁeﬁm

court where your proceeding is pending, and perhaps, pre-arrange the photograph session.
Can | Pay Someone To Find Me a Child To Adopt?

(Criminal Penalties)

Most states have criminal laws which prohibit purchasing a child. An unwed
mother cann Ighergchil thedaghgst bi gt is Hlegal m or the
placement oIiHlSnomthyuM EN::I:(M
professional or individual, to place a child with you.

Proposed adoptive parents often pay reasonable medical expenses related to the

birth and care of the child. The payment of medical bills is not prohibited. The best

practice is to pay medical bills directly to the medical health provider, such as the

hospital and delivery m!m jan
Explan til j{AengonMpQ LEJCedure

Usually, the adoption process involves a two step proceeding. Since most

children who are available for adoption, have one or more living parents, it will be

+=egal-ormstorhtexasEonr



wife of the person adopting id. ep-page ptiong, the step-parent must be
joined by his or her spouse E H(EMBLEWMS, living parents will
either be involved in the termination/adoption proceeding either as a petitioner or a
respondent.

Termination is a very serious legal proceeding, which according to the Supreme

Court of the United States, has constitutional implications. The rights of parent with his

the are]lim hil fo iges icCreQufrentents o e@c ss set'forth

in the United States and Texas Constitutions.

Texas law requires a higher burden of proof in terminations cases. This burden of
proof is not always easily understood by the lay person. In short, a parent’s rights with
his child are not be terminated except in specific statutorily defined fact situation, where
the evidence Ished sajdstat Vis) “clear agd {nci idence”,
which is the :i!:hi/jogidﬁ Qrgm Mﬁmind
convincing evidence” is evidence which establishes a fact so clearly and so persuasively,
that it is most obvious and clear that the event or fact did occur. This level of evidence is
best explained by contrasting it with the standard of evidence required in most civil cases,
which is called the “preponderance of evidence.” This “preponderance of the evidence” is
a lessor burden, Whicﬁmit—trf:&atm?h{f lVe@etvjence favors the issue
or fact to be established.

In a termination proceeding, due process requirements established by the

Constitutions of both the United States of America, and the State of Texas, must be

“regattormskortexas:&om:



methods. This means that nisqreaatied ice Of quch proceedings and such
notice should apprize themEhREM;l;EWainst them, and should give
them a fair and equitable opportunity to be heard.

Courts carefully scrutinize termination cases. Therefore, the most common

ground of termination in the overwhelming number of termination/adoption cases, is the

ground whereby the living parents or parent voluntarily signs an affidavit of
relipguishme t teaquigation s,gadqich gre copigst re g Went
of FEINE E\AASrEViEj OQ DM@ oitjmﬁgje; and
involve situations where parents are guilty of gross neglect, abandonment, or abuse of
their children. Another ground of termination, which is used more frequently, involves
the non-payment of child support for at least 12 months, which period of 12 months ends
or occurs within 6 months of the filing of the petition for termination.

If yo jeve the liylQg t yul] nglgign ap affidavitaf relinquishment as set
forth in the IH‘J Se, mygﬁhg Msmmmttomey to
determine if other grounds of termination might be available in your case.

The adoption proceeding will follow the termination process. This is the simple
process which follows the dramatic termination process. In the adoption proceeding, the
evidence centers around the adoptive parent or parents, and their understanding of the
responsibilities and dudd ey are gaking wpon ghengselye ogting children. Simply
put, the adopting paremHAMKeX WQQ assume the duties and
liabilities of a parent, and that they will love and cherish and sacrifice for the adoptive

child or children as their own children as though they had been born to them as their
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- IPR =Y .)EWightS?
A Relinquishment ot Parental ts1s a avit Witnessed by two witnesses

and a Notary Public, wherein a parent signs away his parental rights and voluntarily gives
a statutory ground, that being the execution of the said affidavit, which will sustain a
termination order terminating a parental relationship. The Relinquishment must be

drafted pursuant to the requirements of the Texas Family Code.

PLEASE DO NQTL.COBY.

previously noted, the constitutional dimensions of termination proceedings, require notice
to living parents. In the situation where the parent is unknown, in times past the courts
often required the person seeking the adoption to issue notice in a newspaper to the
unknown parent. Usually, this requirement was met by the posting of notice in a legal
notice type n pery agd 2Q attarqey aRooigied 0 represegt k arent.
However, th:‘!:];lr:[\aSme\Qj Qagl; LJ)M E:N:I-:gistry
maintained by the Texas Bureau of Vital Statistics, to relieve the petitioner from service
on an alleged father under certain circumstances, which includes any unknown father, if
the father has not registered with the Paternity Registry, maintained by the Texas Bureau
of Vital Statistics. However, the legislature has required that the Petitioner obtain from
the registrar of the Patarnitye Registay (gaigntaingd by th sgBugeau of Vital Statistics)
a certificate that the riﬂ%&&rds, angfud no one alleging to
the father of the child to be adopted. Note that an alleged father is one who alleges he is

the father of a child, or who is alleged to be the father of the child, but whose paternity

| wegatkermskorfexas:Eom



Code. A presumed father i S margie e her on the date the child is
conceived or born, or who HREMLEW& or who has been found
by a court of competent jurisdiction, to be the parent of the child. A mother is always a
parent.

Of course, if you know the parents of the child, but their address is unknown, they
must be served with citation. Before you can issue citation by publication, you must
ma jligeptaffogt todQcatadhe migsi aregt. Jhjsgef hoyldlin hi
recEf[ﬂﬁr EAJSdEorDﬂ@bIeN)Q:T corﬁi QEX?
friends of the missing parents, as well as past employers. Also, you should consider
retaining an expert in the field of locating missing persons, which can be done rather
inexpensively over the internet. If you cannot serve them with citation because you
cannot locate them, then you must serve the missing parent by publication. You will be
required to si affydavifsyveagng t 0 agle a dili ff, locate the
parent, as W:‘[:]Yf_ernIS mﬁﬁgm MEN:[I: describe in
detail your efforts to locate this parent. In this situation, the court will appoint an
attorney to represent the missing parent. One of the duties of this attorney will also be to
try to find the missing parent, but the paramount duty will be yours. He will be calling
you, and you are urged to cooperate with him, providing him with all of the information
you know that he mightfind the mjssing pargnt,, Y Qur tgrgaiQationadoption will be
strengthened and madxmlﬁm%eaxﬂumion, if you are able
to locate the missing parent and have them served with personal service by a process

Server.

|_egalFermskortexas.Com



As previously explaj i ies, yedyin all adoptions. However,
the Texas Legislature has CEREMIEDWW" to what is now called
a Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report and a Post-Placement Adoptive Report. In fact,
the law as now written actually requires three (3) reports to be filed in adoptions in some

cases, and in all cases, at least two reports. These three (3) reports are called: (1) Health,

Social, Educational, and Genetic History Report; (2) Pre-Adoptive Home Screening

Repart and (3)=R20SEPI AdaptiveRepory Th ocjal| Educati a
GeEEic L%SEq udDi thi[n\jw@:[:ogg QiEY
step-parent, a grandparent, an aunt or uncle by birth, marriage, or prior adoption. The
statutes governing these reports provide that the Department of Protective and Regulatory
Services, or a licensed child placing agency, or the child’s parent or guardian shall
compile a report on the available health, social, educational, and genetic history of the
child to be a , 1T ¢h tiqauls ngtbei suedeby &0 rrlu.jmt or uncle
by birth, ma:j:Hriigp:ﬁ,OQeg;UMeE Il CaseS involving an
adoption or a termination where a managing conservator of the child will be appointed, a
social study (Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report and Post-Placement Adoptive
Report) is required, and the law authorizes the court to appoint a private agency or
another person, to conduct the social study.

In Texas, the teTZFn]gin couseyvatop means rgon having custody of a
child. The court is requfred™to Am%g X’Qr Il cases where the
court terminates parental rights. The appointment of the agency or person to conduct the

Pre-Adoptive Home Screening and Post-Placement Report, will be decided by the court.

1 egalt-ermskortexasLom



social workers, who the coygfe ablg wi fact, ghe Texas Department of
Protective and Regulatory EiBﬂEM\IiEWbe the qualifications of the
persons authorized to conduct such studies, and persons who want to qualify for such
work, must file with the Court a form which sets forth their respective qualifications.

Your attorney may file a motion suggesting someone to conduct the social study, but the

court will make the decision on who shall be appointed, and you will be bound by that

“PLEASE DONOT COPY

The costs of the social study will be paid by the adoptive parents. In some
counties, where social workers are appointed, these costs may be higher than those
charged by agencies or domestic relations offices.

What Is a Guardian Ad Litem?

Thel uirgs ghata g ianag-li r ag gttor -Lite ppointed in
termination cIH:!ch DQaQMME\ Nj:ild. The
courts usually appoint an attorney who has met the qualifications outlined in the Texas
Family Code. Most courts maintain a list of attorneys who they have approved as
qualifying for such service. If the child to be adopted is over the age of four (4) years
old, the attorney appointed must interview the child. This may be accomplished by you
scheduling an appoint or yougchgld egt with hesajd guagdian in his or her
office, or in the altern:ii:, he MK \MQI ur home. Obviously,
this person will play a big part in these proceedings, and your cooperation with this

person will facilitate the smooth presentation of your termination-adoption proceeding.

‘egat-ormskoriexas-Eom



attorney for his estimate of ﬁR es rIitE(\cAII/ne guardian directly, and
ask what his or her fees wilF most li e.

The Court Hearing
When the social study, meaning the reports discussed hereinbefore, has been
completed, and after all other requirements have been complied with, which include

proper citation of the respondents, then the court will schedule the case for a hearing.

the Term cee : the'Seco ,theIdX[m . THe eviderice Will De presented

to the court in the termination proceeding to establish one of the statutory grounds of
termination. In most adoption cases, this evidence is offered by you. If the respondent
parent has executed an affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights, the same will be
presented to the court for the court’s examination. The actual manner of presentation will
normally co e tto call U as g Wwitness ta.astabl basis of the
termination,:I:Hf[rSyoEjeﬁrmdU\M E e sjf):)orting your
testimony, then your attorney will ask the court to rule on the termination portion of your
case, if the same has not yet been considered. Then your attorney will move to prove up

the facts supporting the adoption. He will again call the adopting parent as a witness, and

establish the underlying facts supporting the adoption. The child should have lived in the

adopting parent’s homg'm m}% pioYu@atcjion. The court may
waive this requirement it the couft finds tMat’it i1S'in the beStThtereSt of the child to do so.
Typically the attorneys will ask the adopting parent about his relationship with the

adoptive child, and if he understands the legal meaning of an adoption decree, including

|-egatk-ermstortexas-Gom



examine at the hearing the saqjalstyd opy, i W have been provided to the
attorney for petitioner and Ei!g EMJ;EQ.

Actually, the best part of this proceeding will be the Court hearing. As previously
stated the Court likes adoptions. The Court will treat you courteously and kindly. At the

conclusion of the hearing, your attorney will present to the Court a proposed decree,

which reduces to writing the orders of termination and/or adoption. This decree will

ChiPtEEﬁAeS IEyO ) ) K[tQTte tbﬁuﬁ '?
Texas B ital 1 ,ummym nt'of W€ appropridte a istrative fee.

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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How to fill out this form:

1. This form is a MS \AB BEV I EW

2. To complete the form you must replace the variable information with you own
specific data.

3. To insert your specific information into the form search for the name of the variable
which is enclosed in [brackets].
PLEASE'DONOT COPY”
seleEETm'.

5. A dialogue box will appear on your screen. Type the left bracket symbol [ into the
dialogue box and then select “Find Next”. Your cursor will be placed at the [ symbol.

6. Now type in your specific data and replace the [ and variable name with you own

information.

For example:
F2 then type in-l,_t}leT!eI!cgnd Dt,@y@iue MOESMHIGN&CE

[Petitioner’s Name] with Jane Doe. Then repeat the process until there are no more

bracketed fields.

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: Petition and AfﬁdaF-Q REC\‘){”I)’E"W

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORIGINAL PETITION FOR AN ADOPTION OF A MINOR CHILD

PLEASE-RONOT COPY
1.1  Petitioner[s] would show the Court that Discovery Control Level [1,2, or 3] is the
level pursuant to Rule 190 of The Texas Rules of Civil Procedure under which discovery
should be conducted.

2. PETITIONER
2.1  Thissuit is brought by [Petitioner’s Name], herein referred to as Petitioner.
o i SDOCUMENT
2.3 Petitioner is the [relationship, if any] of the child who is the subject of this suit.
3. JURISDICTION

3.1  This Court has exclusive jurisdiction over the child, who is the subject of this suit,
because the child [Choose] [The child has been the subject of prior proceedings in this
court] or [The child currently resides and has resided with the Petitioner since [Date], in
this county. T H A N K YO U
3.2 No other Court has continuing jurisdiction of this suit or of the child who is the

subject of this suit.

3.1w There are Frt-ordered relati ips for Q.Tmrt, custody or omématters
af r@tgcad[ n] tQSlrb;m ﬁ adoQor exas : OI 1




[or]
This Court has entered orderBnﬁMdlhEbWthe suit as a result of prior

proceedings, and has named the following persons in prior proceedings as conservators of
the child[ren] or as persons having access to the child[ren]:
[Managing conservator’ name]

[Possessory conservator’s name]

PLEASE.DO NOT COPY

[Person granted access to the child by court order]
3.4  Pursuant to 8152.209 of the Texas Family Code, attached to this Petition is an
affidavit marked as an exhibit to this petition and made a part hereof for all purposes.

4. CHILD[REN]
4.1 PetitigTr.iﬂld ihgthﬁu@t écﬁrﬁeéjmuih proceeding
[is/are]:

Name:

Sex: Date of Birth:

Place of birth:

Current residence:

THANKYOU

Social Security Number:

Driver's License Number:

Lsegalf-ornrsForTexasCom




5.1  The following persopﬁtﬁg?a[iﬁw
[Name and address Of persons emtitlet to'se : y].
Name:

Street address:

Relationship to child

PICTEASE'DO NOT COPY

Relationship to child

Name:

Street address:

“THIS DOCUMENT.....

above.
6. PROPERTY

6.1  No property is owned or possessed by the child who is the subject of this suit.

[or]

The following propertyu negd opposse the childile subject of this suit:
6.1 [The child Wi|IjHANK PXnQM least [Number of
months] months when this cause is heard.

[or]

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com




The child will not have livegd f Petit r ber of months] when this
cause is heard. Waiver of tE&REMj:E\S estdence with Petitioner would
be in the best interest of the child.]

7. TERMINATION

7.1  Termination of the parent-child relationship between [child's name] and the

[Parent's name] was granted on [date the decree was signed].

prepare a Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report and a Post-Placement Adoptive Report,
as required by Sections 107.051 through 107.056, Texas Family Code, and that the Court
assess the fee or costs thereof to Petitioner.
9. AD LITEM

9.1 Petiti reques Coget to find thatthe infegest chil ] will be
represented :I,:IEJ bE Stio[;arﬁ Q&MElﬂemer requests
that the appointment of a Guardian Ad-Litem be waived.

[or]  Petitioner requests the court appoint a guardian Ad Litem or an attorney
Ad Litem to protect the interests of the minor child, should the Court determine that such
would be in the best interest of the child. In the event any Respondent named
hereinbefore should b d withecitatio bligatj tifioner requests that an
attorney ad-litem be ap iniﬂAN KesXe@ruvith citation by
publication.

10. INHERITANCE RIGHTS

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



10.1 Itisin the best intergst .0 id th e t tarmynate the right of [name of
the child], to inherit from aEhHmji ﬁrwrents’ name], and such
termination is requested. [Such a provision as this denies the child the right to inherit
from the terminated parents. Unless the Court specifically terminate the right of the child
to inherit from his natural parents, the child retains that right even though the parental
rights of the parent are terminated. This provision may well deprive the child of benefits
thatequlg ac toghe ghjl m ghg wiaggful death thgr(micfdcaerﬁrval
secH/ L&EA$fE to@im me

11. RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT
11.1  The child will have lived in the home of Petitioner for at least six (6) months

when this cause is heard.

[or]  The child will not have lived in the home of Petitioner for six months

when this causeds heagd jveraf thexaquj nt fmﬁmdare with
Petitioner W::ET)[i_:lh! \S in@t@ﬁ“
12. CONSENTS

12.1  The written consent of the above-named Managing Conservator is attached hereto
or will be filed herein.

[and/or]

The written conTntﬁx(ﬂNoReaVa@ [I.djr is attached to and
filed with this Petition.

[or]  No consents are applicable or required in this case.

13. REQUIRED REPORTS

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



13.1  Petitioner/s request t er thep tign gf a pre-adoptive home
screening pursuant to §107.ERE¥1E0 e, and a post-placement
adoptive report as provided by §107.052 of the Texas Family Code, in compliance and as
required by the Board of Protective and Regulatory Services. Petitioner/s further request
a copy of said reports before the final hearing hereof.
13.2  [If this adoption is not brought by a step-parent, grandparent, aunt, or uncle by
birt ria I pRior adogtian, thysaragragh shQu ad ditl V
Peti ionlﬂEASt E:dﬂt@ deMtej:izQQ Ent,
guardian, or person who placed the child[ren] for adoption to prepare and file a copy of
the Health, Social, Education, and Genetic History Report in the record, and to provide a
copy thereof to Petitioner/s.
14. ADOPTION

14.1  Petiti r stiQat thig pejition opdiq besgganted, t the parent-
child relation:T:]]e_thIS;d ﬁgdguMdg]m:]j names of
child or children], and [names or name of adoptive parents or parent], and that said
child[ren] have all the legal rights and benefits as though they had been born to [adopting
adults] as their natural born child[ren].

15. CHANGE OF CHILD'S NAME
15.1 The name of thglmlptfleﬁem ':i(Ui[Vl@rtnj], should be changed
to [Requested name].

16. ATTORNEY'S FEES

16.1 It was necessary for Petitioner to secure the services of [Attorney’s name], a

-ega-ormskorFexas:Com



pay a reasonable attorney's a i en e rengered in favor of this

attorney and against ResporEr\R E{S/erIEWsonable attorney's fees

should be taxed as costs and should be ordered paid directly to the undersigned attorney.
17. COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER 162 OF THE TEXAS FAMILY CODE

17.1  Petitioner has complied with Chapter 162, Subchapter B, of the Texas Family

Code by attaching a sworn affidavit or a verified allegation that states they have complied

Wivp LmhapgA:StEﬁ Zﬁ(@asmiﬁjdhtﬁfﬁ e?
attaChed itioh,mMa “EXtbits”, and ificorpOrated heret fo Hos S as

if it were duly recited at length herein.
[or]
18.1  Petitioner has not complied with Chapter 162 Subchapter B Of The Texas Family

Code because the children the subject of this suit was/were not placed by another state or

by an out-of- er Cyel engity, f ptiog by eﬁmwrﬁﬁed by the
affidavit of P:Iieole_:[t!(g heQ QQHM

[or]
18.1 Petitioner has not complied with Chapter 162, Subchapter B Of The Texas Family
Code because the children the subject of this suit were placed by a [guardian, parent,
stepparent, grandparent, brother or sister, aunt or uncle, by birth, marriage, or prior
adoption] in this state iveginggthegchidlirep] tqy[n arglian, parent,
stepparent, grandpare:[:lEIAN to ury: rturriage, or prior
adoption], which is verified in the attached affidavit which is marked “Exhibit B”.

19 SEALING OF RECORDS

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



19.1  Petitioner requests tﬁﬁtwieﬁg\oﬂ?file and the minutes of the

Court.

20. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION
20.1  Petitioner has signed a statement on alternative dispute resolution. The statement
is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.

PRAYER

the parental rights of [name or names] as to [child[ren]’s name or names], to grant an
Adoption on final hearing, and to grant any other relief sought. Petitioner prays to
recover their reasonable and necessary attorney's fees and other costs. Petitioner prays

for such other relief as may be in the best interests of the child[ren] who are the subjects

"™ THIS DOCUMENT

Respectfully Submitted,

[Law firm name]

By
[Attorney’s name]

[Attorney’s address]

[Telephone & facsimile number]
State Bar Number

THANK YOU
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PREMVIEW

AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLIANCE WITH SUB-CHAPTER B, CHAPTER 162
STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF [NAME OF COUNTY]

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally appeared [name of

Petitioner/s], who upon his/her/their oath made the following statement:
Pl EASE-DONOT-COPY
B, of Chapter 162, Texas Family Code, which Sub-chapter is entitled Interstate Compact
on the Placement of Children.”
[or]  “I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 163, Interstate
Compact on the Placement of Children, Texas Family Code, is not applicable to the facts of
this case in that this case does not involve the interstate placement of children. The
child[ren] the-sﬁH tIiSse @a@ MENJEF% the State of
Texas. The child[ren] was/were born in Texas.”
[or]  “I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 162, Interstate
Compact on the Placement of Children, Texas Family Code, is not applicable to the facts of
this case before the bar of this Court, because the child[ren] was/were sent or brought into
Texas by [name], who is the [choose: parent, stepparent, grandparent, adult brother or
sister, adult uncle or au-nFrHoANlMe CM@/ME Petitioner, who is
the [choose: parent, stepparent, grandparent, adult brother or sister, adult uncle or aunt or

guardian] of the child.”

“I, [name |oner] verify thagSub-chapt of Chapter 162, state
J.eGalEarmSEQrTeXas.Com,



this case, because the child[P R v ':EWrsuant to an agreement
between the sending state artd the re E state, hds tfe force of law.”

Petitioner

Subscribed and sworn to before me on by [Name of

parent signing affidavit], and witnessed by [Printed name of witness] and [printed name of

witness], known to me to be credible and reliable witnesses.

bl EASER R NOP-CORY

Signature of officer

Notary's typed or printed name
My commission expires:

[or Notary's Stamp]

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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PREVIEW

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

AFFIDAVIT OF PETITIONER REQUIRED BY 8§152.209

"B EASE DO NOT COPY

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this date personally appeared [Petitioner’s
name], who is known to me personally, and who being by me first duly sworn and placed
on his or her oath, stated and deposed that the following statements are true and correct:
1. | am the Petitioner in this case; my name is [Petitioner’s name].

2. | have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein and the facts are true and

T THISDOCUM
3. The chitd’s current adresSthat e stbjetrofithls EM(ISS], [City],

TX [Zip Code].
4, The child’s addresses and the person that the child lived with for the last five

years prior to making this affidavit are:

Address Where Child Resided Dates When Child
Name of Person With Resided With Said

Whom Child Resided -FI I A P II< E/nl Person
\ W AW

 LegalFormsForTexas.Com



5. | have not been invgoled icjpated | heg ligigation applicable to the
custody of the child that iSEREMaLmZMr any other state.

6. | do not know of any other information concerning any pending proceeding in
Texas or another state involving the child that is the subject of this matter.

7. | am not aware of any other persons who are not a named party to this case that
have either physical custody of the child that is the subject of this matter or who may
claiﬁo Eeétﬂ)gsgon ﬁts@h t)l\ci i@aui.lhe ée@tbrvth.

[Petitioner]

Subscribed and sworn to before me on by [Name of

parent signing affidavit], and witnessed by [Printed name of witness] and [printed name of
witness], known to me to be credible and reliable witnesses.

I, the undersigned notary swear that | am not an employee or relative of the

T THISDOCUMENT

Signature of officer

Notary's typed or printed name
My commission expires:

[or Notary's Stamp]

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information or instructioPﬁWridEWQ of the Texas Family

Code for Custody ProceedIngs

1. If the proceeding is considered a custody proceeding, the following affidavit is
required by §152.209, Texas Family Code, to be either attached to the first pleading or
contained within the first pleading..

A termination/adoption proceeding would affect the custody of the child, in that

2.

in afmost all ing{io ings\th urtgds requl amgam [
conEL‘EASE‘;DOQa M(ttj::j: cgﬁ EhllY
3.

The following affidavit is required to be attached to all termination proceedings,
since they affect or involve the custody of children. Said affidavit could normally be

attached as “Exhibit B” as referenced in the foregoing petition for termination.

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: Affidavit Requiredﬁ ﬁﬁ(\thj ieEWCode for Custody

Proceedings

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF

[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS

[A CHILD] ' _____ _JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PLEASE. DO NOLLOPY

[State]

County of [Name of county]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this date personally appeared [Petitioner’s

name], who is known to me personally, and who being by me first duly sworn and placed

LRI DOCUMENT ™

2. “I have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein and the facts are true and
correct, accordingly I am competent to make this affidavit.

3. “The child’s current address that is the subject of this matter is [Address], [City],
[STATE][Zip code].

4. “The child’s addft:]yd ﬂe KTW tvwﬂth for the last five
i ing thts affidavit are.

years prior to making

Name of Person With Address Where Child Resided Dates When Child

Whom Child Resided Resided With Said Person

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Name of Person With FWEW’IIEE\IW Dates When Child

Whom Child Resided Resided With Said Person

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

5. “l have not been involved or participated in any other litigation applicable to the
custody of the child that is the subject of this matter in [State] or any other state.
6. “I do not know of any other information concerning any pending proceeding in
w1 S DOCUNENT

“I am not aware of any other persons who are not a named party to this case that
have either physical custody of the child that is the subject of this matter or who may

claim to have custody or visitation rights with the child that is the subject of this matter.”

[Petitioner]

Subscribed and sForI]_LQIb# Nr|< %{ ( ) l ' by [Name of

parent signing affidavit], and witnessed by [Printed name of witness] and [printed name of
witness], known to me to be credible and reliable witnesses.

I, the undersigned notary swear that | am not an employee or relative of the Petitioner(s)

TegaiEormskor Texas.Com




PRE\QE}UZ‘;F, rrrrr -—

My commis expires

[or Not yS p]

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information & Instructimﬁ?d[bEWerstate Placement of
Children (Texas Family Cobde, 162, SUb=ttMapler B)

1. Chapter 162 of the Texas Family Code sets forth the law regarding the interstate
placement of children. This law comes into effect when children are placed in this state
from out of state persons, or from an out of state agency. Obviously, the attorney should

carefully review the provisions of said Chapter, as the client will be required to sign an

concerning the application of the interstate compact placement of children which is set
forth in Chapter 162, Subchapter B of the Texas Family Code.

3. The following affidavit should be attached to all petitions for adoption.

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: Affidavit Regard'P erm Placement Of Children
Texas Family Code Sub-Chapter B, pter 1

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PLEASE.DONOT CORY

STATE OF [State]
COUNTY OF [Name of county]

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally appeared [name of
Petitioner/s], who upon his/her/their oath made the following statement:
“I, [name of Ragitigner], yerify u ogththgithege ee an ith Sub-
chapter B, ofIHG!,SaﬁﬁLQMMENI Interstate

Compact on the Placement of Children.”

[or]  “I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 163, Interstate
Compact on the Placement of Children, Texas Family Code, is not applicable to the facts

of this case in that this case does not involve the interstate placement of children. The

child[ren] the subject ]C—Iﬁ;/m Kawrtejom outside the State
of Texas. The child[ren] was/wefe borh i Xas.”
[or]  “I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 162, Interstate

Compact on the Placement of Children, Texas Family Code, is not applicable to the facts

= egatb-ormst-erfexas: Com



into Texas by [name], who ,oaregng s rept, grandparent, adult brother
or sister, adult uncle or aunjoﬂr‘EEv&ZI]t EWM with the Petitioner, who
is the [choose: parent, stepparent, grandparent, adult brother or sister, adult uncle or aunt
or guardian] of the child.”

[or]  *“I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 162, Interstate

Compact on the Placement of Children, Texas Family Code, is not applicable to the facts
. PCKE: t:SiEn]ﬁ / DINQST pﬁgﬁvem
betWeen gs e |v§tat , WhiCt™has the fort®o .

Signed on

Petitioner’s Signature

b AACUMENT, ...,

parent signing affidavit], and witnessed by [Printed name of witness] and [printed name of

witness], known to me to be credible and reliable witnesses.

I, the undersigned notary swear that | am not an employee or relative of the Petitioner(s)
or the attorney(s) for the petitioner(s).

i
0
My commission expires:

THANKY G

[or Notary's Stamp]

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: Consent To An AdﬁR/ WC‘HEW
Cdus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

CONSENT BY CHILD TO ADOPTION

"BI'EASE DO NOT COPY

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared [Child’s
name], known to me and who, being by me first duly sworn, on oath stated:
| am 12 years of age or older.

| am the child whose adoption is sought in the above-entitled and numbered cause.
I desire[n]ﬁ.l t trat t ove=ha Pettliohelb 0Eebl)ar!nts.

Signed on

[Name of child], Affiant

State of Texas

County of [Name of CEF‘H A N K YO U

This instrument was acknowledged before me on by [Name].

Signature of officer

|_egalFormskFar:exas-Com




PREVIEW

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information & InstructiorPRrEMil\EW

1. The Texas Family Code, 8162.0085 mandates that in a suit affecting the parent
child relationship in which an adoption is sought, the court shall order each person
seeking to adopt the child to obtain that person’s own criminal history record
information. The language of the code requires the Court to order that a criminal history

be obtained by petitioner seeking adoption.

: PLEASE-DO-NOTF-COPY-

may obtain his criminal history.

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: Motion and Order pﬁmi EW
Cdus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MOTION FOR ORDER TO REQUIRE CRIMINAL HISTORY

herEitrj:Eq the'Petti seering adoption ild To obtdTa ihal history

pursuant to 8162.0085, Texas Family Code.

Respectfully Submitted,

[Law firm name]

By
ronersiafell { ]S DOCUMENT

[Telephone & facsimile number]
State Bar Number

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Ijm“:mtVﬂ?W

IN THE INTEREST OF: IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORDER TO REQUIRE CRIMINAL HISTORY

, came on to be considered the motion requesting the

COLP)IaEAE}E DO NOT COPY

[Names of clients] are seeking to adopt [Name of child[ren].

2. Pursuant to 8162.0085 of the Texas Family Code, this Court issues the following
Order:

3. The Court ORDERS [Client's Names] to obtain criminal history record information
by requesting the same from the Texas Department of Public Safety, Crime Records
s THIS DOCUMENT

4. The request is in compliance with Texas Government Code §411.128.

5. A hearing on the petition will be held on [Date of adoption hearing].

Signed on

THANK"YOU

APPROVED AND CONSENTED TO AS TO BOTH FORM AND SUBSTANCE:

[Name of attorney]

s=egalEormsForTexas.Com



sasearume PREVIEW

[Name of attorney]
Attorney for Respondent
[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]
[Phone] [Facsimile]
State Bar Number

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: Letter Requesting Cﬁwﬁpﬁvirgw
[Date]

Texas Department of Public Safety
Crime Records Service

Attention: Correspondence Supervisor
PO Box 15999

Austin TX 78761-5999

Regarding:  Request for Criminal History Report
Texas Family Code § 162.0085

.PLEASE'DO NOT COPY

The undersigned desires to adopt a child[ren] and pursuant to the requirements of the law,
hereby requests my criminal history record.

Enclosed is a Texas Department of Public Safety fingerprint card and a check for $15.00 to
cover the costs of processing.

A copy of the order of the Court requiring me to obtain my criminal history is also
enclosed.

The followmg-FOH <i\ 81".@66 U M E N T

Name: Race:
Birth Date: Social Security Number.

Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone:

Please sent a copy of the information to the Court: [Court Number, Address, City, State,
Zip]
Cause Number of my case is:

Please include my case-rl.l- HAMLIH(’[S N ’ Uourt

Please forward said information pursuant to the provisions of §411.128 of the Texas
Government Code.

Please contact me immediately if you need any additional information.

_egalFormsEQrTexas.Com



PREVIEW

[Typed name of client]

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information & Instructionpﬁrwi LI%E‘g?Serent of Ad Litems
1. The following motion arld ay b to"have an Guardian Ad-Litem or
Attorney Ad-Litem for the child appointed, when such appointment is required by the Court,

or when the practitioner feels that the appointment of a Guardian Ad-Litem or Attorney Ad-

Litem would strengthen the termination-adoption process.

2. An attorney acting as a Guardian Ad Litem may place the termination-adoption on a
MOorg=Sohd fo tign, uarﬁ @as mcﬁ@.f_ey@r CjzﬁtVing
aﬂeEe Lﬂ Eﬂ ts E

3. An attorney who is appointed to represent the children may prefer to be named a

Guardian Ad-Litem for liability reasons, as the code specifically provides for immunity to
the Guardian Ad-Litem when he or she makes a recommendation to the Court. See

§107.003, Texas Family Code.

4. A Guaidian Ag-Litepadi frgman Afjogney Ad-Latemadn tha rdian acts in
the best interIH1h$, aDsQnQnLﬂ!MYENﬁa not always be
consistent with the wishes of the child. An Attorney Ad-Litem listens to the child’s wishes

and acts as the child’s advocate.

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: Motion for Appoinﬁrﬂﬁvf-gw
Caus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MOTION FOR APPOINTMENT OF AN GUARDIAN AD LITEM

[thiiﬁoj:n-rg)eAwgsEap;Dﬁ C’cusNr ojﬂornét'?e 'f,?ed]
, the Petitione ’Qa es of et rEby nd

through their attorney make this Motion for Appointment of an Guardian Ad Litem [or

Amicus Attorney or Attorney Ad-Litem], who shall perform the duties and have the
powers as set forth in [State statute or code] and shall assist the Court to determine the

best interest of the [child[ren] in the above entitled and numbered cause.

repectuty S | S DOCUMENT

[Law firm name]

By
[Attorney’s name]

[Attorney’s address]

[Telephone & facsimile number]

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: For Appointment oﬁuﬁwi, EiWorney, or Attorney Ad-

Litem for Child

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' __ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PLEASEDONOT-COPY

, the foregoing Motion for Appointment of a

[Guardian Ad-Litem, Amicus Attorney or Attorney] Ad Litem to represent the interest of
[the child[ren], natural parent or other party] in this cause was presented to the Court.
The Court finds there is need to appoint a [Guardian Ad-Litem or Amicus Attorney or
Attorney Ad Litem] , and the Court appoints [Guardian Ad-Litem’s, Amicus Attorney’s,
or Attorney Aqulzmls |a8 t @n@tMeE M[r n], natural
parent or other party in this cause.

This appointment shall be effective immediately and shall remain in effect during
the pendency of this matter or until further action of the Court.

Signed on

THANK:YOU

APPROVED AND CONSENTED TO AS TO BOTH FORM AND SUBSTANCE:

egalFormskForTexas.Com




[City, [State] Zip code]
et PREVIEW

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information & Instructiorpﬁﬁiﬁv inEWr to Prepare Required

Reports

1. There are three (3) reports required by the Texas Family Code in certain adoption
proceedings. §162.005,

2. Texas Family Code, concerns the Health, Social, Educational, and Genetic
History Report. This report is not required in adoptions where a stepparent, grandparent,
aun cle irga, ri orgaglor gdoptiq, | uiag.the t] ISyepprt
IS tElI‘MEAFSEy w@thhNQ :E:tiOC:DQI canXJare
this report. A copy of this report should be provided to the adoptive parents as soon as
practicable before the first meeting of the adoptive parents with the child.

3. 8162.003 of the Texas Family Code sets forth the requirement that in a suit for
adoption, a Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report and Post-Placement Adoptive Report
must be con as pravi i apar 10.Qf the as iy Co T

4, §107.0511,'Te a]FS:IﬂQQSUMEMe Screening
Report, and §107.052, deals with the Post-Placement Adoptive Report.

5. If the adoption is sought by a step-parent, these two reports (Pre-Adoptive Home

Screening Report and Post-Placement Adoptive Report) may be combined. Both reports

are to prepared pursuant to rules adopted by the Board of Protective and Regulatory

“ THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: Motion and Order mi \IyeitiE\Wake Required Reports
Caus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MOTION FOR PREPARATION OF REPORTS
1. [gliengsdNamge], Adoyant, pekslia 81g2.Q0 2.005.T = V
CooE m[vmmgﬁn Qc@ ot}NqufrsogpQHre-
Adoptive Home Screening Report, and also, the Post-Placement Adoptive Report. [If this
is a stepparent adoption, add : Movant further moves the Court to combine the Pre-
Adoptive Home Screening Report and the Post-Placement Adoptive Report into one
combined Report.] [Add if this is not a stepparent, grandparent, aunt or uncle by birth,
marriage, or paiar adogtign- Adovaaf al oyasthe t tg0 a he person or
agency placir:l::j;jdlregor megamMEN:rSocial,
Educational, and Genetic History Report, provide a copy to Petitioner, and file a copy of
the same with the Court.]
2. Termination [and adoption] of the subject child[ren] is/are requested by
petitioner[s] herein.
3. Movant reque the Caurt grdergthepregargtigagf such reports as are
required by law to assmAMnge or in the event
termination is granted, and to assist the Court in the adoption proceeding pending before

this Court.

-|_egatk-ormskorkexas.Com



5. Movant prays that t)ﬁﬁeﬁ\n?ir Ew motion.

Respectfully Submitted,

[Law firm name]

By
[Attorney’s name]

[Attorney’s address]

[Telephone & facsimile number]
State Bar Number

EASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



PRENVITEW

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

NOTICE OF HEARING

The foregoing Motion for the preparation of reports as required by §162.003,

~PREASE DO-NOF COPY_

Judge Presiding

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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| certify that a true and correCt copy oregoifg dihg Or document has been served

upon all attorneys of record and any parties who are not represented by an attorney on ___

, as follows:

Attorney for [Name party]:

Attorney’s street address:

"PLEASE DO NQT.COPY

U.S. Mail, Certified Return Receipt Request No.

U.S. Mail, First Class.

Hand delivery by [Name of delivery service]:

Facsimile transmission to [fax number].

THIS DOCUMENT

[Signature of attorney]

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



PRENVITEW

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORDER APPOINTING INVESTIGATOR TO PREPARE REPORTS IN AN
ADOPTION AND SETTING THE CASE FOR A HEARING

EASE.DO.NOT.CORY.
mo(Ecll'M toas investig or dgefic prepare t reﬁs equired by

8162.003. The Court finds that the following Order should be entered:
IT IS ORDERED that [name of licensed agency, state agency, or individual]
prepare the following reports: Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report; and the Post-

Placement Report.

The R Jnvestigatars ngelto tnyesti cir, ances and
conditions omﬁaighemgegnuf MEMM some form of
conservatorship or adoption of the child.

The preparation of said reports shall be governed by the criteria of the welfare and
best interest of the child. The Court FURTHER ORDERS that [investigator’s name] file
with the Court, such written reports as authorized by the Texas Department of Protective
and Regulatory Servi ailgng quch findi cagclysi d gecommendations by
[Date on which reporj::H AlPpart KLXQMW shall have access
to said reports within [Number of days before the hearing] days of its filing with the

Court.

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



[In an adoption whegagr aury gr by bigth, marriage, or prior
adoption, or stepparent is sEnHEpM\LEWiaI, Educational, and
Genetic History Report is not required pursuant to 8162.005, but in all other adoptions it
is required] 1T IS ORDERED that [name of agency or person who placed the child, or

name of parent to be appointed] prepare and file the Health, Social, Educational, and

Genetic History Report. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that [name of agency, or person,

The Court FURTHER ORDERS that Petitioner will pay the costs of the foregoing

reports.

[or]  The Court FURTHER ORDERS that the cost of preparation of the foregoing
reports shall be paid by the parties in the following proportions. Petitioner will pay
[Movant percai.ngr;oi cisgnd ﬁnﬁnﬁw gmdeiwercentage of
cost].

[or (the following paragraph could be added, which allows the ad litem or attorneys
access to all of the records. The caveat is that some Courts made find this burdensome on
the investigator)]

The Court FURTHER ORDERS that [investigator’s name], if requested by any
court-ordered Ad Lite ttomeyof gecqrd, tgprodu elevant documents or
records in this case, in:EiHA mgKe(;YOQWQn communications,
writings, records, memoranda, summaries, data, correspondence, test results, videos,

photographs, tape recordings, or other materials. [investigator’s name] is also ordered to

eegattermsk-ordexas:Com



IT IS ORDERED th info ioN gpRtal i id reports within is
confidential or protected bERiEM]:Emtor’s name] and any Ad
Litem, attorney of record or party to this case.

IT IS ORDERED that [investigator’s name] shall give testimony in this cause

without need of a subpoena.

IT IS ORDERED that this case is set for a hearing on [Date].

“PLEASE DO NOT COPY

Judge Presiding

APPROVED AND CONSENTED TO AS TO BOTH FORM AND SUBSTANCE:

[Name of attorney]

Attorney for nek

st 1 1S DOCUMENT
[City, [State] Z1p cod

[Phone] [Facsimile]

State Bar Number

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information & InstructiorPIReEv EXZ\/
1. If the proceeding is Consfde us dyip g; the following affidavit is

required by §152.209, Texas Family Code, to be either attached to the first pleading or

contained within the first pleading..
2. In all adoption proceeding, the attorney should file with the clerk of the Court a

Bureau of Vital Statistics form. Certificate of Adoption (VS-160 REV 9/96). This form

"PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Form: Decree Granting aPcRi(Ef\ﬁiloEW

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORDER GRANTING AN ADOPTION
PLEASE DO NOT-COPY-
the Petition for Adoption filed by Petitioner/s herein, and this cause was heard by the Court.

Appearances of Parties and Ad Litems Appointed by the Court

Petitioner/s, [names of Petitioner/s] appeared in person and through attorney of
record, [name of Petitioner/s’ attorney], and announced ready for trial.

Respondent, [name of Respondent], although duly served with citation herein, did
not appear and-lv_hcli-l-y-lnzlj(SfalD)@equ EJNrﬂ_[or]
Respondent, [name of Respondent], appeared in person and through attorney of record,
[name of Respondent’s attorney], and announced ready for trial.

Also appearing was [Guardian Ad Litem's name], appointed by the Court as
guardian Ad Litem of the child the subject of this suit. Also appearing was [name of
attorney ad litem for parent served by publication], appointed by the Court as Attorney Ad
Litem for [Respondent;FIHnANa%ed\é[@Mication.

The Court, after examining the record and hearing the evidence and argument of

counsel, finds that it has jurisdiction of this case and of all the parties and that no other court

ha] continuing, ex Jurlsdlctlon of thi se AII ons entitled to m@n were

@a Forms Texas.Com



A jury was waived, all.questians of fact | ere submitted to the Court.
A record of testimorHaHl»EoXZda t!/ ml;;orter assigned to this Court.
The Court finds that the following child[ren] is/are the subject of this suit:

NAME OF CHILD:

AGE OF CHILD: SEX OF CHILD:

BIRTH DATE: BIRTHPLACE:

PLEASE.DO NOT CQPY

NAME OF CHILD:
AGE OF CHILD: SEX OF CHILD:
BIRTH DATE: BIRTHPLACE:

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER:

DRMEﬁi] SNﬁEQ WSTATE:
The Co0rt find crear araton ci&viLJcMEb ernas tiled a verified

allegation or statement regarding compliance with the Interstate Compact on the Placement
of Children as required by §162.002 of the Texas Family Code.

The Court finds that the criminal history record information required for
[Petitioner’s name] is on file in the record of this case.

The Court find he ghilg hag liyeg inthe Qo efitigper for at least six
months. [or] The CourtTLdMAN Ktegg cﬂen] to waive the six
(6) month residency requirement, and IT IS ORDERED AND DECREED that the six (6)

month residency requirement is hereby waived.

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



The Court finds that the f i quiged r apd gudies have been made and
are on file: the Pre-Adoptiv!?oHEMjOEd\Ze\ZJSt-PIacement Adoptive
port. The Court finds that a copy of the reports and studies have been made available to
Petitioner/s before this final order of adoption.

The Health, Social, Educational, and Genetic History Report [8162.005, Texas
Family Code]

[k thegadoptign isQothythechild s §a t op el Taig}
marlgge,[T;E ﬂA(;pﬁ Ey :Q)Q thmﬁar entc;rgPandY
Regulatory Services, a licensed child placing agency, or the child[ren]’s parent or guardian
shall compile a report on the available health, social, educational, and genetic history of the

child[ren]. Itis the finding of the Court that [name of agency placing child for adoption or

name of person placing child for adoption or name of parent or guardian who prepared the
report] has pr. a Heglth=SocialEdyagtio d etig Hi rI\RimIL.which has
been filed he:[:ldialcjpgs ﬁijQ IJ:M:E

The Court finds by clear and convincing evidence that all prerequisites and
requirements for adoption have been met and that the adoption is in the best interests of the
child.

IT ISORDERED, ADJUDGED, and DECREED that the adoption of the child[ren]
the subject of this suit itioger/gis QRANT d DERED and DECREED
that the parent-child re:l: hi iéﬁMKtmg d Petitioner/s for all
purposes.

IT IS ORDERED that the name of the child the subject of this suit, a [Male or

“egat-ormskortexas:Com



IT IS ORDERED thgt.gogd.ga Iststqa Clieng's Attorney] a judgment of
$[Amount of attorney fees] EeREeerE rélatfon to the child and as
Guardian Ad-Litem [Attorney Ad-Litem] for the child[ren] and in the nature of child
support, with interest at [interest rate] percent per year compounded annually from the date

the judgment is signed until paid. The judgment, for which let execution issue, is awarded

against [Respondent's Full Name], Respondent.

These are t StgmaQd pondent's &l e],2espgadentd
ORERLEAZStEaﬁ @ite 'S a@bj[:h,gigh’e,oY
money order on or before [Date fees are due]. [Guardian Ad Litem's name] may enforce
this order for fees in his own name.

IT IS ORDERED that costs of court are to be borne by the party who incurred them.

IT IS ORDERED that all papers and records in this case, including the minutes of

IT IS ORDERED that the clerk of this Court, after entry of final orders in this case,
shall transmit to the Bureau of Vital Statistics at Austin, Texas, a certified Report of
Adoption pursuant to §108.003 of the Texas Family Code. All papers and records in this
case, including the minutes of the Court, are ordered sealed.

All relief requ%l.id.ii th'Is cae NWrelv@d 'lsjnied.

Signed on

LegalFormsForTexas.Com



APPROVED AND CONSEﬁFRT'E{O/BIDEEWND SUBSTANCE:

[Name of attorney]
Attorney for petitioner
[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]
[Phone] [Facsimile]
State Bar Number

[Na Gugkdian Ad-Lige

«Plf-ASE DO NOT COPY
[Phone] [Facsimile]

State Bar Number

[Name of Attorney Ad-Litem]
[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]
[Phone] [Facsimile]

T THIS DOCUMENT

Attorney for Respondent
[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]
[Phone] [Facsimile]
State Bar Number

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information: VS 160 CertifPeREv
1. This form is filed with the ¢ e heldiption has been presented to

the court.
2. The form is an information form that is sent to the Texas Vital Statistics.
3. The form is used to make a record of the pre adoption birth information and the

post adoption birth information.

4, The form contains simple instructions for the completion of the form and filing
instructions.

- PLEASE-DONOTFEOPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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