Information & Instructions. e tiopsgP e forthe termination of parental
rights & adoption of a minor p q

A SUMMARY OF THE ADOPTION PROCESS
THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT IS A GENERAL RESPONSE TO GENERAL QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE ADOPTION PROCESS AND YOU SHOULD CONSULT WITH AN
ATTORNEY ABOUT THE SPECIFIC FACTS IN YOUR CASE WHICH MAY ALTER OR
AFFECT THE LAW APPLICABLE TO YOUR CASE.

Information & Instructions. Adoption Defined and Purpose of an Adoption

with an adoptive adult, who is made a parent by judicial decree, and the duties, powers,

responsibilities, and rights of an adoptive adult (as a parent) with and over the adopted child.
2. A prerequisite to the adoption of a minor child is the termination of the relationship

between that child and one or both of the child’s living natural parents. An adult person may

also be adopted m[a the IUS
3. Terminatio ol n;Iu I rerDriQiQﬁ L@inM ﬁm;(l;tion. Obviously,

adoption of an adult would create an inheritance right between the adopting adult and the
adopted adult.
Purpose of an Adoption

1. The purpose of an adoption is to establish the parent-child relationship between a child

and an adult, or between ad]:b
2. A person who has been !do!\éh!sl:&egmg tLaJa natural born child has

through his birth to his parents. A child benefits from his parents, in that the child receives

training, discipline, education, support, maintenance, care, and hopefully, love.
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3. Parents benefit from thejeghi ln.fhat Ily rgceive affection, love, and
satisfaction as they sacrifice, t;cPh, QESZ;L , Wntly endure the experiences
of childhood with the child.

4, Adoption brings to many persons the opportunity of parenthood that they might not have

otherwise have enjoyed, and to many children the opportunity of having parents they might

never have otherwise had.
5. ex mj aptar which deals wi er.nI.i.nati IS p 1,,and the
Chaptegtkmgﬁaﬁoﬂ CMQZ. Pertﬁt@E:\X:arding
termination and adoption will also be found in Chapter 160, which chapter concerns paternity.
What is an Adoption?

An adoption is the legal process by which children or adults are linked to parents who are
not their birth parents, granting to said adopted children all the rights and benefits of being a
child as though sai ild nt agaQting=adylt, thea ing acquiring
children or aduliﬁjmhs pﬁi@g@pu;MnEtMIugh the children
or adults were in fact children born to them. In other words, adoption gives persons who desire
to be parents the legal opportunity to be in the parental position, even though they did have the
blessing, gift, opportunity, or experience of giving birth to that child or adult. It could be said
that this is the creation of parenthood by legal process. Adoption is in almost every situation a
positive uplifting experie allbwhg arg invalved. ud egt0 grant adoptions in most
cases, and lawyers enjoy their \l;il AN}K CXQOLJ Adoption is one of most
emotionally rewarding things that happens in family courts.

The scene portrayed most often in adoption proceedings, is that a family or future family

«nedo @@ F-ormsi-ortexas-Com



participants take pictures of the eg , At rmeysy together with the parties.
Many courts take time out to aE‘anaE\y:l/. Wplanning to photograph the
event, you might give your attorney or the guardian ad-litem for the child, advance notice of your
plans, so they can counsel you about the judge and court where your proceeding is pending, and

perhaps, pre-arrange the photograph session.

Can | Pay Someone To Find Me a Child To Adopt?

cannot sell her child to the highest bidder. It is illegal to pay money for the placement of a child.
You cannot hire an attorney, or for that matter, any other professional or individual, to place a
child with you.

Proposed adoptive parents often pay reasonable medical expenses related to the birth and
care of the child. aygnentaf medical Bills isLothrohibite es ice is to pay
medical bills direjj/e\&[iwegal thQSQaMEN:I:veW physician.

Explanation Of The Termination/Adoption Procedure

Usually, the adoption process involves a two step proceeding. Since most children who
are available for adoption, have one or more living parents, it will be necessary to terminate the
parental rights of the living parents who are not the husband or wife of the person adopting the
child. In step-parent adopl.i.r; thegstep-page ugt begoi is qf her spouse as a
petitioner in the proceeding.” THus, AMKH Xg\ud in the
termination/adoption proceeding either as a petitioner or a respondent.

Termination is a very serious legal proceeding, which according to the Supreme Court of
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considered constitutionally protaciedakl d seyergd between the parent and the
child without following the striEH}E;\ZAIEWOHh in the United States and
Texas Constitutions.

Texas law requires a higher burden of proof in terminations cases. This burden of proof
is not always easily understood by the lay person. In short, a parent’s rights with his child are
not be terminated except in specific statutorily defined fact situation, where the evidence
establis id tory pranisian. by malearaqd cqavinciag esddance \hj isﬁ ighest
level o eviLEASEOQnQ‘CMangQ’ IS eX:ce

which establishes a fact so clearly and so persuasively, that it is most obvious and clear that the

event or fact did occur. This level of evidence is best explained by contrasting it with the
standard of evidence required in most civil cases, which is called the “preponderance of

evidence.” This “preponderance of the evidence” is a lessor burden, which is that the greater

In a termindtioh proctedimg, proeess requiretehts’e d Dy the Constitutions of

both the United States of America, and the State of Texas, must be strictly complied with, which
include notice to living parents in constitutionally accepted methods. This means that parents are
entitled to notice of such proceedings and such notice should apprize them of the nature of the
proceedings against them, and should give them a fair and equitable opportunity to be heard.
Courts carefully scuginize terminagion,cases. TRerefoganth st common ground of
termination in the overwh:t?HMjﬁiorXch is the ground whereby
the living parents or parent voluntarily signs an affidavit of relinquishment. Most termination

cases, which are contested, are brought by Department of Protective and Regulatory Services, or

rofr@gat-ormst-or-lTexas-Com



neglect, abandonment, or abusegaf thaig children. Ago rognd,of termination, which is used
more frequently, involves the :EpREM!uEW least 12 months, which period
of 12 months ends or occurs within 6 months of the filing of the petition for termination.

If you believe the living parent will not sign an affidavit of relinquishment as set forth in

the Texas Family Code, then you should discuss the facts with your attorney to determine if

other grounds of termination might be available in your case.

doptian. praceedl il fallow ghg termginati rnrrs. S isdle siple pgrocess
which H\lﬂhmgﬁiomc s InNaQon procgmg EX
centers around the adoptive parent or parents, and their understanding of the responsibilities and
duties they are taking upon themselves by adopting children. Simply put, the adopting parents

will tell the court that they are willing to assume the duties and liabilities of a parent, and that

they will love and cherish and sacrifice for the adoptive child or children as their own children as

A Relinquishment of Parental Rights is an affidavit witnessed by two witnesses and a
Notary Public, wherein a parent signs away his parental rights and voluntarily gives a statutory
ground, that being the execution of the said affidavit, which will sustain a termination order

terminating a parental relationship. The Relinquishment must be drafted pursuant to the

requirements of the Texaﬁrm'ly iod
What Happens 1f We An't ¥N(Jr§r EXOQeLQ‘!turaI Parents?

This is a frequently occurring problem in termination/adoption proceedings. As

previously noted, the constitutional dimensions of termination proceedings, require notice to
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required the person seeking the i ls/e npticedn.g neyvspaper to the unknown parent.
Usually, this requirement was met bRﬁMloEWal notice type newspaper, and
an attorney appointed to represent the unknown parent. However, the legislature has amended
the law by establishing a Paternity Registry maintained by the Texas Bureau of Vital Statistics,
to relieve the petitioner from service on an alleged father under certain circumstances, which
includes any unknown father, if the father has not registered with the Paternity Registry,

maintai th xags B Vi tagisgjcs. o \ gi reaas ired,that
the PetiELEOALSEaeremNQIMQQ tELXBureau
of Vital Statistics) a certificate that the registrar has checked the records, and has found no one
alleging to the father of the child to be adopted. Note that an alleged father is one who alleges he
is the father of a child, or who is alleged to be the father of the child, but whose paternity has not
been determined and who is not a parent father as set forth in the Texas Family Code. A
presumed father i ag whoads maciied gathe mother prithe chjldds.conceived or
born, or who is I:I:eHe\ths bDCQ&COMMEMﬂZZOUH of
competent jurisdiction, to be the parent of the child. A mother is always a parent.

Of course, if you know the parents of the child, but their address is unknown, they must
be served with citation. Before you can issue citation by publication, you must make a diligent
effort to locate the missing parent. This effort should include searching records, such as
telephone directories, aval 0 yWouandaby,cgntgeting relapiugs andgfriends of the missing
parents, as well as past emp yHMKCXeQi g an expert in the field of
locating missing persons, which can be done rather inexpensively over the internet. If you

cannot serve them with citation because you cannot locate them, then you must serve the missing

=y @@ -ormst-orfexas:-Eom::



diligent effort to locate the paregt.a | erpng testimony agthe termination hearing, which
should describe in detail your e fortHoES/‘wlrEWituaﬁon, the court will appoint
an attorney to represent the missing parent. One of the duties of this attorney will also be to try
to find the missing parent, but the paramount duty will be yours. He will be calling you, and you
are urged to cooperate with him, providing him with all of the information you know that he
might find the missing parent. Your termination/adoption will be strengthened and made less
challen on gapealor Ko litigation-if yowar tTateér@nﬁVnd
have thELEA%IEACD a process se ;b
What Are Court Appointed Social Studies?

As previously explained, social studies are required in all adoptions. However, the
Texas Legislature has changed the term or name “social study” to what is now called a Pre-
Adoptive Home Screening Report and a Post-Placement Adoptive Report. In fact, the law as
now written actu quiyes thege ( pgus to b filed ingadogtigns.ig s ses, and in all
cases, at least twjtzhprjgl leeSthn)QQeuM )-EUI Jci]l, Educational, and
Genetic History Report; (2) Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report; and (3) Post-Placement
Adoptive Report. The Health, Social, Educational, and Genetic History Report is not required in
adoptions where the adopting petitioner is a step-parent, a grandparent, an aunt or uncle by birth,
marriage, or prior adoption. The statutes governing these reports provide that the Department of
Protective and Regulatory. icesy ora ligensed child Rlaging.agegcy, or the child’s parent or
guardian shall compile a rIZEInAJNe Kh,xgc nal, and genetic history of
the child to be adopted, if the adoption is not being pursued by a grandparent, aunt or uncle by

birth, marriage, or prior adoption, or a stepparent. However, in all cases involving an adoption
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(Pre-Adoptive Home Screenin a t-Plage ptive Report) is required, and the
law authorizes the court to appdint REB(;LE\WO& to conduct the social
study.

In Texas, the term managing conservator means the person having custody of a child.

The court is required to appoint a managing conservator in all cases where the court terminates

parental rights. The appointment of the agency or person to conduct the Pre-Adoptive Home
Screeni PoatRlagem rt,gadll be-Qecided by S [padgesagi\ o
appoint cert]jﬁEA$E wme O:MI‘QI: wgrgc]?ex: feels
comfortable with. In fact, the Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory Services has the
authority to prescribe the qualifications of the persons authorized to conduct such studies, and
persons who want to qualify for such work, must file with the Court a form which sets forth their
respective qualifications. Your attorney may file a motion suggesting someone to conduct the
social study, but urt il pagke tha degigio hogshall Wte you will be
bound by that deji!’:r]._F!?IlArS cot;Q QMME)NII%UH in the
adoption being denied, as such reports are required in every adoption.

The costs of the social study will be paid by the adoptive parents. In some counties,

where social workers are appointed, these costs may be higher than those charged by agencies or

domestic relations offices.

- amnri{ AYt )
The law requires that a Juardfan ad=litenT or an at rnQ-LJn be appointed in

termination cases to protect and ensure the adequate representation of the child. The courts

usually appoint an attorney who has met the qualifications outlined in the Texas Family Code.
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If the child to be adopted is ov r( , the gttorney appointed must
interview the child. This may EREMIUEWM appointment for your child
to meet with the said guardian in his or her office, or in the alternative, the guardian ad-litem
visiting you in your home. Obviously, this person will play a big part in these proceedings, and

your cooperation with this person will facilitate the smooth presentation of your termination-

adoption proceeding. You will be required to pay the fees charged by the guardian ad-litem.
Check with your attarney foei imate of jhg co t@serdceé @hﬁlvn
directlHalm ﬁAgeE vpngkem
The Court Hearing

When the social study, meaning the reports discussed hereinbefore, has been completed,
and after all other requirements have been complied with, which include proper citation of the
respondents, then the court will schedule the case for a hearing. Usually, the evidence will be
presented to the in t tages. figstst 11 ke the tergaination eding, and the
second, the adopj: Iﬂjoge ﬁ b@sm\:uhMt Emm ation proceeding
to establish one of the statutory grounds of termination. In most adoption cases, this evidence is
offered by you. If the respondent parent has executed an affidavit of relinquishment of parental
rights, the same will be presented to the court for the court’s examination. The actual manner of
presentation will normally commence by your attorney calling you as a witness to establish the
basis of the termination, r of feging your tesy ritten documents supporting
your testimony, then youIHAm K:Ym ination portion of your
case, if the same has not yet been considered. Then your attorney will move to prove up the

facts supporting the adoption. He will again call the adopting parent as a witness, and establish
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parent’s home for at least six ( ardo t iQn. o The court may waive this
requirement if the court finds tER EM;EE{XMd to do so. Typically the
attorneys will ask the adopting parent about his relationship with the adoptive child, and if he
understands the legal meaning of an adoption decree, including the responsibility to support the

child if an adoption is granted. The court will also examine at the hearing the social study, a

copy of which should have been provided to the attorney for petitioners and petitioners prior to

 PLEASE RQ.NQT.CORY...

the Court likes adoptions. The Court will treat you courteously and kindly. At the conclusion of
the hearing, your attorney will present to the Court a proposed decree, which reduces to writing
the orders of termination and/or adoption. This decree will change the name of the child to your

name, and a birth certificate will be issued by the Texas Bureau of Vital Statistics, upon the

TTTHIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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How to fill out this form: P VI EW
1. This form is a MS Word docn.lme:'n.E

2. To complete the form you must replace the variable information with you own specific data.
3. To insert your specific information into the form search for the name of the variable which
is enclosed in [brackets].

4, Search by selecting the Ctr F keys or “Edit” from the MS Word top menu and then select
“Find”.

5. Edljﬂﬂgugﬁ§gw y@sQ Mtht—bl;keQnQiEotMalogue
box and then select “Find Next”. Your cursor will be placed at the [ symbol.

6. Now type in your specific data and replace the [ and variable name with you own
information.

For example:

F2 then type in [,T iiﬁjt ii e d QVCI:(:TMER! :ajlace [Petitioner’s
Name] with Jane Dbe. "ThenTe ttrﬁc untithereare n cketed fields.

THANK YOU
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Form: Combined Petition anrpriEIV eIn’EtWarentaI Rights and an

Adoption
Cause Number
IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] __ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Plef~AS EFOE)E@' NOREORY
AND ADOPTION OF A MINOR CHILD
1. DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN

1.1  Petitioner[s] would show the Court that Discovery Control Level [1,2, or 3] is the level

pursuant to Rule 190 of The Texas Rules of Civil Procedure under which discovery should be

THIS bOGYMENT

2.1  Thissuit is brought by [Names of petitioner’s], herein referred to as Petitioners.

conducted.

2.2  Petitioner’s [Names] are [Age] years of age respectively.
2.3  [if applicable] Petitioners are husband and wife, who reside at [Address, city, county,
state].

JURISDICTION
3.1  This Court has exc-LF HAN% ch\(v‘ hejsubject of this suit,
because the child [Choose] [The child has been the subject of prior proceedings in this court] or

[The child currently resides and has resided with the Petitioners since [Date], in this county.

No other Courl rﬁaontmumg jurlsdlﬁn of thl;.i.u.i or of the child \@IS the subject of
th,ssul,ega orms exas.



3.3 There are no court- ord REW T;EWy or other matters affecting
the child[ren] the subject of this adopti

[or]
This Court has entered orders affecting the child the subject of the suit as a result of prior
proceedings, and has named the following persons in prior proceedings as conservators of the

child[ren] or as persons having access to the child[ren]:

PUEASE DO NOT COPY

[Joint managing conservator’s Name]

[Mana

[Posse

[Joint managing conservator’s name]
[Person granted access to the child by court order]

3.4  Pursuant to 8152.209 of the Texas Family Code, attached to this Petition is an affidavit

RIS DGCUMENT™

4.1  Petitioners would show the Court that the child[ren] the subject of this proceeding

[is/are]:

Name:

Sex: Date of Birth:

— THANKYOU

Current residence:

Place of birth:
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Driver's License Number: .
5. SERVICE A PER ENTI CITATION OR NOTICE

5.1 The following persons are entitled to citation or notice:
Natural Father of the Child
[if the presumed or alleged father has signed affidavit of relinquishment] The father of

the child has signed or will sign an affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights, and has waived

“PLEASE.DO.NQT.CORX..

with citation at his residence located at: [street address, city, state and zip code], or at his place of
employment, located at: [name of employer, street address, city, state and zip code].
[or] [if the child does not have a presumed father] The child is not the legitimate child of

any man. An affidavit of status, executed by the [natural mother's name], is or will be filed

herein.
[or] The ;lw:rlgju! §esQﬂQn§oLF!tMs ﬁm t-ol:etitioners. A

sworn affidavit verifying the fact that Petitioner/s do not know the whereabouts of the said
Father, is filed herewith, and citation by publication should be issued pursuant to law, and an
attorney ad-litem to represent the missing Father should be appointed by this Court.

[or] The man alleged in such affidavit to be the father or probable father is [natural

father's name], who is appuri.nlat_eiy E r I Iyeirs V értijs at:

l-egalt-ermsk-ortexas:Eom



[or If applicable] Petiti S haye aterjal i atjon as to the identity or
whereabouts of the biological RREMI EWerein executed by the mother
of the child indicates that the identity of the father of the child is unknown. A search of the
paternity registry maintained by the Bureau of Vital Statistics has or will be conducted and a

certificate of the results of such search will be filed herein.

[or] [Father’s Name], Respondent herein, has filed a notice of intent to claim paternity

i regiPLWiEKSEiStwﬁbﬂeQTer ﬁﬁp aYl;mily
Code. [Fat 1h ovited tireregiSty with the ToTlowing adifessfaddress, City,

state], where he should be served with citation herein.
[or]  The father of the child, [Father’s name], is deceased.
Mother of the Subject Child

The mother of the child is a Petitioner in this cause of action.

- SLHISTOCOMENT ™™
waived her right toservice.

[or]  The whereabouts of the mother of the child is unknown to Petitioner/Petitioners.
Attached to this petition is an affidavit of Petitioner/Petitioners verifying that the whereabouts of
the mother of the child is unknown. Consequently, petitioners request that the mother be served

by Citation by Publication.

[or] The motheulw]e_c)lild&enm)\ll’ze sv@ t&jon herein at the following
address:

[address of biological mother of the child]

[or]  The mother of the child is deceased.

lregak-ormstarTexas.Com



PREVIEW

Street address:

Relationship to child

Name: [mother of the children]

Street address:

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

Name:

Street address:
Relationship to child

Process should be served on said persons at the respective address listed above.

[or]
The following property is owned or possessed by the child the subject of this suit:
6.1 [The child will have lived in the home of Petitioner[s] for at least [Number of months]

months when this cause is heard.

[or]
The child will not have Iiv:!-inlm_elﬁh!tl‘i&rsy[@g months] when this cause

is heard. Waiver of the requirement of six months' residence with Petitioners would be in the

best interest of the child.]

~eegal FormsForTexas.Com



7.1 Petitioner/s would sho the ign RF the parent-child relationship
between [child's name] and th:ErR E&VITE& t'Tnterest of the child, and such
termination is requested.

As grounds for termination, Petitioner/s allege that [Parent's name] has:

[SELECT THE APPLICABLE GROUNDS FOR TERMINATION PURSUANT TO THE

FACTS BEFORE THE COURT IN THIS CASE:]

PLLEASE DO NOT COPY™

(B)  voluntarily left the child alone or in the possession of another not the parent

express

without expressing an intent to return, without providing for the adequate support of the child,
and remained away for a period of at least three months;

(C)) voluntarily left the child alone or in the possession of another without providing

o JHIS DOCUMENT.
knowingly pl in Conditions or

surroundings which endanger the physical or emotional well-being of the child;
(E)  engaged in conduct or knowingly placed the child with persons who engaged in
conduct which endangers the physical or emotional well-being of the child,;

(F)  failed to support the child in accordance with the parent’s ability during a period

of one year ending WIthmTHATNKe ngipjtlon
(G)  abandoned tHe child*wWith the ch nishing means of

identification, and the child’s identity cannot be ascertained by the exercise of reasonable

diligence;

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



(H)  voluntarily, and dth of angy,abandoned the mother of the
child beginning at a time durinﬁrg\mThEWontinuing through the birth,
failed to provide adequate support or medical care for the mother during the period of
abandonment before the birth of the child, and remained apart from the child or failed to support

the child since the birth;

()] contumaciously refused to submit to a reasonable and lawful order of a court
under pte Chapt nvesty a'bof Wb@lﬁ A@ﬁﬁﬂY

J) LE‘ASCE oﬁ

Q) the failure of the child to be enrolled in school as required by the Education Code;
or

(i) the child’s absence from the child’s home without the consent of the parents or

guardian for a substantial length of time or without the intent to return;

(K) e I;bif egaﬁpe@iﬁtmwkgrmmimle affidavit of
relinquishmentofjar ta th S ey chapter;

(L)  been convicted or has been placed on community supervision, including deferred
adjudication community supervision, for being criminally responsible for the death or serious
injury of a child under the following sections of the Penal Code or adjudicated under Title 3 for

conduct that caused the death or serious injury of a child and that would constitute a violation of

one of the following Pena segtioRs:
o s HANK YOU

(i)  §19.03 (capital murder);

(ili)  §19.04 (manslaughter);

lvegalf-ormsk-orTexas.Com



(V) § 22.01 (assault)g

(vi) §22.011 (sexuaanDssB EV I EW
(vii) §22.02 (aggravated assault);

(viii) §22.021 (aggravated sexual assault);

(ix)  §22.04 (injury to a child, elderly individual, or disabled individual);

8 22.041 (abandoning or endangering a child);

EkEASE@Q NOT COPY

(xiii) §43.26 (possession or promotion of child pornography);
(M)  had his or her parent-child relationship terminated with respect to another child
based on a finding that the parent’s conduct was in violation of Paragraph (D) or (E) or

substantially equivalent provisions of the law of another state;

tiv, I‘ Sdc;ﬁ wlﬁ CJSK?IE Tt or temporary
managing conservIor!hu.)l memtof N ices or an

authorized agency for not less than six months, and:

Q) the department or authorized agency has made reasonable efforts to return the
child to the parent;

(i) the parent has not regularly visited or maintained significant contact with the
child; and
(iii)  the parent ha IHML&W to pro@ Uhlld with a safe
environment;

(O) failed to comply with the provisions of a court order that specifically established

recfr@G@ @Sk ot Texas:om



permanent or temporary managg el ship of partrpent of Protective and
Regulatory Services for not Iesﬁamm]aml child’s removal from the
parent under Chapter 262 [Procedures in Suit by Governmental Entity] for the abuse or neglect
of the child;

(P) used a controlled substance, as defined by Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code,

in a manner that endangered the health and safety of the child, and:

P faEtAO OEFSEO;W @ N n@Teaﬁn g ;Y
i) La‘f mplettoh court-or(efed stibstante abuSe tre erEm, ontinued

to abuse a controlled substance;
(Q)  knowingly engaged in criminal conduct that has resulted in the parent’s:
Q) conviction of an offense; and

(i) confinement or imprisonment and inability to care for the child for not less than

two years from tT[_olfIrS:e wi(@r
(R) beefithec ectd b gg !ﬂnjch E’vm a-!;]trolled

substance, other than a controlled substance legally obtained by prescription, as defined by §
261.001; or
(S)  voluntarily delivered the child to a designated emergency infant care provider

under § 262.302 without expressing an intent to return for the child; and

[or] ThTH\Kiﬂ\o[Ket? ﬁ‘}tijnd the alleged biological
father does not exist in law Or ifl faCt” It 1$7in the beSt inteTest echild that the Court so
decree, and such finding and decree are requested.

If any parent-child relationship does exist, has ever existed, or could ever exist between

el @@ H-ormsk-ortexasEom:



best interest of the child that su L ipe terai , 3ad guch termination is requested.
As grounds, Petitioners further Ilegmr[r le“tather has voluntarily, and with
knowledge of the pregnancy, abandoned the child's mother beginning at a time during her

pregnancy with the child and continuing through the birth, failed to provide adequate support or

medical care for the mother during the period of abandonment before the birth of the child, and

remained apart from the child or failed to support the child since birth.

[or] agplicghla] Rhe at f thachild, whgag t bjegtQf Lalg Syl S the right
to seek ng.MSE TT?j iy M.Qd tural Qs ot sotight to
exercise said right after being served with citation of service of this proceeding. Accordingly, he
has failed to exercise his rights under the Texas Family Code and he has therefore waived said

rights. After service of citation of this proceeding, petitioners request that rights to legitimize the

child be terminated because he has failed to file a petition or take any action to preserve said

HIS.DOCUME
7.2 Petitioner/-sl; Id e rt that a Waiverof Interes I[NF:JI;quishmentof

Parental Rights executed by [name of Father], the father [and/or] mother of the child, has been or
will be on file with this Court by the time this case is heard.

8. REQUIRED REPORTS
8.1  [if in the termination proceeding, the Court will appoint a managing conservator, then a
social study (Pre-Adoptiv e Seregni rt,and\Pogt-Rlacemment Adoptive Report) is
required.] Petitioners furt:i]ﬁm KOMQSMM to make and prepare a
Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report and a Post-Placement Adoptive Report, as required by

Sections 107.051 through 107.056, Texas Family Code, and that the Court assess the fee or costs
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EVIE
9.1 Petitioners requestthe(EurlR at'the mt s\é\/e [child[ren] will be

represented adequately by Petitioners and are not adverse to Petitioners. Petitioner/s request that
the appointment of a Guardian Ad-Litem be waived.
[or]  Petitioners request the court appoint a guardian Ad Litem or an attorney Ad Litem

to protect the interests of the minor child, should the Court determine that such would be in the

best intﬁt ft ildy IntRegamant R ndent pa inbefare I eryed with
citation"py LEASnE&timrguemtﬁt:[:y Qﬁe H(X:I to
represent any Respondent served with citation by publication.

10. INHERITANCE RIGHTS
10.1 Itisin the best interest of the Child that the Court terminate the right of [name of the
child], to inherit from and through [terminated parent or parents’ name], and such termination is
requested. [Suc visgor asthis daqies the chi e Hoht to jtfro terminated
parents. Unless :]:H’!cﬁll\bmg ﬁiMMEMIom his natural
parents, the child retains that right even though the parental rights of the parent are terminated.
This provision may well deprive the child of benefits that could accrue to the child from the

wrongful death of the terminated parent, or social security benefits, and is difficult to justify in

most cases.]

11.1  The child will have-I:eEinil e horhe Of PetRionefs fo IeLstix (6) months when this

cause is heard.

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



[or]  The child will ngtRayeivedadnythe etitigners for six months when this
cause is heard. Waiver of the rEREMj:EW with Petitioners would be in
the best interest of the child.

12. CONSENTS

12.1  The written consent of the above-named Managing Conservator is attached hereto or will

be filed herein.

this Petition.

[or]  No consents are applicable or required in this case.

13. REQUIRED REPORTS

13.1  Petitioner/s request the Court to order the preparation of a pre-adoptive home screening
pursuant to 8107, of thes Texas Family LQde a -pl adoplia report as
provided by 8§107.052"f :IT Ss megjg MMEN?IW the Board of
Protective and Regulatory Services. Petitioner/s further request a copy of said reports before the
final hearing hereof.
13.2  [If this adoption is not brought by a step-parent, grandparent, aunt, or uncle by birth,
marriage, or prior adoption, then this paragraph should be added] Additionally, Petitioner/s
move the Court to order t departqent, ogjzed\ag ent guardian, or person who
placed the child[ren] for :IEHANKa copy Quth, Social, Education, and
Genetic History Report in the record, and to provide a copy thereof to Petitioner/s.

14. ADOPTION
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14.1 Petitioner[s] request th i itianfor agopti gganted, and that the parent-child
relationship be established andHRe&ém , [fame or names of child or
children], and [names or name of adoptive parents or parent], and that said child[ren] have all the
legal rights and benefits as though they had been born to [adopting adults] as their natural born
child[ren].

15. CHANGE OF CHILD'S NAME
PLEASE'DONOT COPY
[RequeH LWZE

16. ATTORNEY'S FEES

16.1 It was necessary for Petitioners to secure the services of [Attorney’s name], a licensed
attorney, to preserve and protect the 's rights. Respondent should be ordered to pay a reasonable
attorney's fee, and a judgment should be rendered in favor of this attorney and against
Respondent; or, i Itegnatiya, sughyea blaQttern yl\f?i EJN lard as costs and
should be ordere:l!:i]:_lle thDﬂ(Q«thﬂjy.

17. COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER 162 OF THE TEXAS FAMILY CODE
17.1 Petitioners have complied with Chapter 162, Subchapter B, of the Texas Family Code by
attaching a sworn affidavit or a verified allegation that states they have complied with
Subchapter B of Chapter 162 of the Texas Family Code. The sworn statement is attached to this

petition, marked “ExhibitB’I’..aid iicogorﬁi ?Ifzn fVI 6()@5 if it were duly recited at

length herein.

[or]

Petitioners have not complied with Chapter 162 Subchapter B Of The Texas Family Code

=apregalt-grmster-exasom:-



state person, agency, or entity, pa i Pe 'timed by the affidavit of
Petitioner/s attached hereto and maREM

[or]
18.1 Petitioners have not complied with Chapter 162, Subchapter B Of The Texas Family
Code because the children the subject of this suit were placed by a [guardian, parent, stepparent,
grandparent, brother or sister, aunt or uncle, by birth, marriage, or prior adoption] in this state by
deliveriggthe childixenkto fg i arent, sje rangpareptbr or sister,
aunt or EILMSE prﬁdmn]mcﬁj :]jed QQC edmwt
which is marked “Exhibit B”.

19 SEALING OF RECORDS
19.1 Petitioners request the Court to order the sealing of the file and the minutes of the Court.
20. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION
20.1  Petitione igned genﬁo@e@vﬁWsENThismement §
attached hereto asw[:hi/[
PRAYER

Petitioner/s pray that citation and notice issue pursuant to law. Petitioner/s pray the Court
to issue its orders in accordance with allegations in this Petition, to terminate the parental rights
of [name or names] as to [child[ren]’s name or names], to grant an Adoption on final hearing,
and to grant any other reli hty Petitiqnegs pray togecgv ir reasonable and necessary
attorney's fees and other CIHAM &cMteaj may be in the best

interests of the child[ren] who are the subjects of this petition.

T egalFormsForTexas.Com



[Attorney’s name ] P R EV I EW
[Attorney’s address]

[Telephone & facsimile number]

State Bar Number

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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PREMVIEW

AFFIDAVIT OF COMPLIANCE WITH SUB-CHAPTER B, CHAPTER 162

STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF [NAME OF COUNTY]

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally appeared [name of Petitioner/s],
who upon his/her/their oath made the following statement:
e PHEASE DO NOT-COPY:
Chapter 162, Texas Family Code, which Sub-chapter is entitled Interstate Compact on the
Placement of Children.”
[or]  “I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 163, Interstate Compact on
the Placement of Children, Texas Family Code, is not applicable to the facts of this case in that this
case does not involve the interstate placement of children. The child[ren] the subject of this case
was/were not plaqm Holem @@e theMﬂEhMﬂEas/were born in
Texas.”
[or]  “I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 162, Interstate Compact on
the Placement of Children, Texas Family Code, is not applicable to the facts of this case before the
bar of this Court, because the child[ren] was/were sent or brought into Texas by [name], who is the
[choose: parent, stepparent, grandparent, adult brother or sister, adult uncle or aunt or guardian],
who left the child[ren] with-|1-e H(A\Nisla([chM: , Stpparent, grandparent,
adult brother or sister, adult uncle or aunt or guardian] of the child.”

[or]  “I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 162, Interstate Compact on

“"CegalFormsForTexas.Com



the child[ren] was/were placed iPiR:EWti BEW between the sending state and
forCe

the receiving state, which has th

Petitioner

Subscribed and sworn to before me on by [Name of parent

signing affidavit], and witnessed by [Printed name of witness] and [printed name of witness],

knownﬁx tob di eSr i Ieﬁe :
: thlmiEA rE]ea t@nome@;[or ereQﬂBetiYoner(s)

or the attorney(s) for the petitioner(s).

Signature of officer

Notary's typed or printed name
My commission expires:
[or Notary's Stamp]

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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PREVIEW

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

AFFIDAVIT OF PETITIONER REQUIRED BY 8§152.209

""BEEASE DO NOT COPY

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this date personally appeared [Petitioner’s name],
who is known to me personally, and who being by me first duly sworn and placed on his or her
oath, stated and deposed that the following statements are true and correct:

1. | am the Petitioner in this case; my name is [Petitioner’s name].

2. | have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein and the facts are true and correct,

accordingly | am.jm ete t!o Skeﬁa@v'
3. The child’ cui;enla dregs tharTs t UQ MiMeEpm;!;[City], TX [Zip

Code].
4, The child’s addresses and the person that the child lived with for the last five years prior

to making this affidavit are:

Address Where Child Resided Dates When Child
Name of Person With Resided With Said

Whom Child Resided -FI I A P II< E/nl Person
\ W AW

 LegalFormsForTexas.Com



5. | have not been involve icj in ligggation applicable to the custody
of the child that is the subject o thiRtEv;IEWtate.

6. | do not know of any other information concerning any pending proceeding in Texas or
another state involving the child that is the subject of this matter.

7. | am not aware of any other persons who are not a named party to this case that have

either physical custody of the child that is the subject of this matter or who may claim to have
PLEASE DO NOTCOPY

[Petitioner]

State of Texas
County of [Name of County]

Subscribed and sworn to before me on [date] by [name of Petitioner] and acknowledged

T THIS DOCUMENT

I, the undersigned notary swear that | am not an employee or relative of the Petitioner(s) or the
attorney(s) for the petitioner(s).

Signature of officer

Notary's typed or printed name
My commission expires:
[or Notary's Stamp]

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information or instructions. ﬁ(ﬁt Ev liy E?\ZW the Texas Family Code for

Custody Proceedings
1. If the proceeding is considered a custody proceeding, the following affidavit is required
by §152.209, Texas Family Code, to be either attached to the first pleading or contained within

the first pleading..

2. A termination/adoption proceeding would affect the custody of the child, in that in almost
all termgagatign pr, diggs AQe rt ISLequiked toghame anigjng@s@ﬁhvhild,
as welTEeLVEASrE: t(D;tQ)f NQ

3. The following affidavit is required to be attached to all termination proceedings, since

they affect or involve the custody of children. Said affidavit could normally be attached as

“Exhibit B” as referenced in the foregoing petition for termination.

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Form: Affidavit Required byﬁﬁ Wis E’We for Custody Proceedings
Caus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

AFFIDAVIT REQUIRED BY §152.209 OF THE
EASE DO NOT CO
[State] P L PY
County of [Name of county]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this date personally appeared [Petitioner’s name],

who is known to me personally, and who being by me first duly sworn and placed on his or her

oath, stated and deposed that the following statements are true and correct:

ek IS DOCUMEN
“I have perSonal kfio ts r-l_ue and correct,

accordingly | am competent to make this affidavit.
3. “The child’s current address that is the subject of this matter is [Address], [City],
[STATE][Zip code].

4, “The child’s addresses and the person that the child lived with for the last five years prior

to making this affidavit ara
THANK YOU
Name of Person With ddress Where Child Resided %ates When Child

Whom Child Resided Resided With Said Person

_egalFormsForTexas.Com




Name of Person With /Iﬁrm\Eeﬁh/TEW Dates When Child

Whom Child Resided Resided With Said Person

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

5. “I have not been involved or participated in any other litigation applicable to the custody
of the child that is the subject of this matter in [State] or any other state.

6. “I do not know of any other information concerning any pending proceeding in [State] or
another state involving the child that is the subject of this matter.

7. “l am not aware of any other persons who are not a named party to this case that have

either physical cUs dHhI (Sd @@J@U MeEN Tclalm to have

custody or visitation rights with the child that is the subject of this matter.”

[Petitioner]

State of Texas
County of [Name of County]

Subscribed and sworn to before me on [date] by [name of Petitioner] and acknowledged

s THANK YOU

I, the undersigned notary swear that | am not an employee or relative of the Petitioner(s)
or the attorney(s) for the petitioner(s).

_egalFormsPorTexas.Com

Notary's typed or printed name



PREAVHEW™

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & Instructions: pﬁw ﬁWtate Placement of Children
(Texas Family Code, Chapter'162, Sub-ttaptcr B

1. Chapter 162 of the Texas Family Code sets forth the law regarding the interstate
placement of children. This law comes into effect when children are placed in this state from out
of state persons, or from an out of state agency. Obviously, the attorney should carefully review

the provisions of said Chapter, as the client will be required to sign an affidavit regarding

concerning the application of the interstate compact placement of children which is set forth in
Chapter 162, Subchapter B of the Texas Family Code.

3. The following affidavit should be attached to all petitions for adoption.

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Form: Affidavit Regardingp tEch EWacement Of Children Texas
haHl

Family Code Sub-Chapter B,

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PLEASE.DONOT CORY

STATE OF [State]
COUNTY OF [Name of county]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, personally appeared [name of

Petitioner/s], who upon his/her/their oath made the following statement:

“I, [name of Petitigaer], veri derg@ath thgrg has c ange Wi b-chapter B, of
Chapter 162, Te:r:ahi/ !ZSW}DSQhQr ;LIM ENO pact on the
Placement of Children.”

[or]  “I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 163, Interstate Compact on
the Placement of Children, Texas Family Code, is not applicable to the facts of this case in that
this case does not involve the interstate placement of children. The child[ren] the subject of this
case was/were not place im.T.y izf frAn Rtilif{e V@U he child[ren] was/were
born in Texas.”

[or]  “I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 162, Interstate Compact on

the Placement of Children, Texas Family Code, is not applicable to the facts of this case before

reulr @g@aH-ormskortexaseom «



is the [choose: parent, steppare f ad f opsiger, adult uncle or aunt or
guardian], who left the child[ref] wHE\MIﬁS\Ze\Zhoose: parent, stepparent,
grandparent, adult brother or sister, adult uncle or aunt or guardian] of the child.”

[or]  “I, [name of Petitioner], verify that Sub-chapter B of Chapter 162, Interstate Compact on

the Placement of Children, Texas Family Code, is not applicable to the facts of this case, because

the child[ren] was/were placed in this state pursuant to an agreement between the sending state

“"PLEASE DO NOT COPY

Signed on

Petitioner’s Signature

State of Texas
camyorvme f=p] S DOCUMENT
Subscribed and sworn to before me on [date] by [name of Petitioner] and acknowledged

before me on by [Name].

I, the undersigned notary swear that | am not an employee or relative of the Petitioner(s)
or the attorney(s) for the petitioner(s).

T H Alq w ure o‘ff' U

Notary's typed or printed name
My commission expires:
[or Notary's Stamp]
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Information & Instructions: Affjdaw inguy of Pgrental Rights
1. In many jurisdictions a affEEMIEWem of parental rights may be
used as a ground for termination. An affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights must be
signed after the birth of the child, and within a certain number of hours of the birth of the child.
2. The affidavit of voluntary relinquishment of parental rights is the most common used
method or ground of termination. An affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights must be
signed r the bl of the ghjl d e 48 hoyrs af thadirth eyl Vidavit
must thLmEASEsoﬁd@ﬁemgxn Q)Q(Ptake oaths.
8161.103, Texas Family Code, requires that the affidavit contain:

a. the name, address, and age of the parent whose parental rights are being

relinquished;

b. the name, age, and birth date of the child;

L THIS BOCURERT "

d. a statement that the affiant is or is not presently obligated by court order to make
payments for the support of the child,;

e. a full description and statement of value of all property owned or possessed by the

o e JHANK.YOU
(A)  the name and adUress of tf¥e otfer pafent;

(B) astatement that the parental rights of the other parent have been terminated by

child;

death or court order; or

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



(C)  astatement that PCREV nE\thi\aid that an affidavit of status of
the child has been executed as pgrovitle IS aple ,

g. a statement that the parent has been informed of parental rights and duties;
h. a statement that the relinquishment is revocable, that the relinquishment is
irrevocable, or that the relinquishment is irrevocable for a stated period of time;

if the relinquishment is revocable, a statement in boldfaced type concerning the

J. if the relinquishment is revocable, the name and address of a person to whom the
revocation is to be delivered; and

k. the designation of a prospective adoptive parent, the Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services, if the department has consented in writing to the designation, or a licensed
child-placing age.ni.)mi_eI iagxanﬁ @@U M Edmadimss of the person
or agency.
3. It is permissible pursuant to the provisions of Texas Family Code, 8161.103, to include in
an affidavit of relinquishment a waiver of process in a suit to terminate the parent-child
relationship filed under this chapter or in a suit to terminate joined with the petition for adoption,

and a consent to the placement of the child for adoption by the Department of Protective and

Regulatory Services or by, .alth H la IK r\Y
4, The law requires th N fidavit canlm"shment be given a copy of

said affidavit. Texas Family Code, §161.103 (d).

5. A relinquishment designating the Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory

sud-agat-ormst-arlexas:com



affidavit of relinquishment is r u it eypge royides that it is irrevocable for a
stated period of time not to excHREMIaEWcution. As previously stated, a
relinquishment that fails to state that the relinquishment is irrevocable for a stated time is
revocable as provided by 8161.1035 (provides that an affidavit that does not state a period of
time is revocable for 11 days after it is signed and thereafter it is irrevocable).

6. The procedure for revoking a relinquishment is that a person must sign a statement
witness, 2 cradible per verfled hefore @ persgaa ize tgkg oaths L A gopy of
the revH]ﬂ'ﬂ EA@SE;QJ Qermg:j:n tgﬁQP h¥rent IS
required to file a copy of the revocation with the clerk of the court where a suit to terminate has

been filed based on the parent’s affidavit of relinquishment, if the parent has notice of the

termination suit. (Texas Family Code, §161.103(Q).

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & Instructions: K REVI& o i nt of Parental Rights

1. The most common ground of'ter onis t ng ofa voluntary affidavit of
relinquishment of parental rights. The affidavit for voluntary relinquishment of parental rights
must be drafted pursuant to §161.103, Texas Family Code. An affidavit for voluntary

relinquishment of parental rights must be:

a. signed after the birth of the child, but not before 48 hours after the birth of the child, by the
parent, whether or not a minor, whose parental rights are to be relinquished,;

b. witnessed by two credible persons; and

" BLEASE'DGNOT COPY

1) the name, address, and age of the parent whose parental rights are being relinquished,
2 the name, age, and birth date of the child;
(3) the names and addresses of the guardians of the person and estate of the child, if any;

4) a statement that the affiant is or is not presently obligated by court order to make payments
for the support of the child;

5) afull desc-rl)_tinitSne@@(@ @MnENe_st by the child;

(6) an allegation that termination of the parent-child relationship is in the best interests of the
child;

(7 one of the following, as applicable:
(A)  the name and address of the other parent;

(B) astatement that the parental rights of the other parent have been terminated by death or
court order; or

(C)) astatement that the }il AEN%M%& kf_ljjavit of status of the child
ded by thls'chapter;

has been executed as provi
(8) a statement that he parent has been informed of parental rights and duties;

9) a statement that the relinquishment is revocable, that the relinquishment is irrevocable, or

that thir_el mé‘“é'rg" ii.i._uevoocarblerffr]aétari-%oi’, eean . C om



(10) if the relinquishment is r; : mentl faged type concerning the right of the
parent signing the affidavit to re rEann i revocation is made before the
sex ,

11" day after the date the affidavit i

(11)  if the relinquishment is revocable, the name and address of a person to whom the
revocation is to be delivered; and

(12) the designation of a prospective adoptive parent, the Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services, if the department has consented in writing to the designation, or a licensed
child-placing agency to serve as managing conservator of the child and the address of the person or
agency.

chapter or in a suit to terminate joined with a petition for adoption; and

2 a consent to the place of the child for adoption by the Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services or by a licensed child-placing agency.

4. A copy of the affidavit of relinquishment must be provided to the parent signing the same
at the time he signs the affidavit.

5. The code provides for designation of a period in which the affidavit of relinquishment is

irrevocable. The ligi pegiad tg.8Q days fromthe da idguitds.signed, unless
the affidavit desigjteH[{p e @ @a(dﬂje Fal ,?a licensed child-
placing agency as the rhanag nservator;then W€ affflavitTs Tr bl€. Note that the code in

8161.1035 provides that an affidavit can be revocable for the first 11 days after its execution, but
thereafter is irrevocable. Thus, there is a choice for the practitioner and the client. Most often the
affidavit is drafted with the 60 day period, but one could elect the alternate choice of allowing the
parent relinquishing their rights to revoke the affidavit within an eleven day period immediately
following the date it is signed, but thereafter, the affidavit would be irrevocable. The latter choice
might be preferable, if the client feels that it less likely that the parent would revoke the affidavit in
the 11 day window after it is signed, then say sixty (60) days after it was signed.

6. An affidavit of relinquishment signed naming a licensed child-placing agency as managing

conservator is irrevocable. aragte farmais sefouphergafier fa ther (81:235) and for father
(81:237). If a parent who ha si nNet eling\fsh TE:JOr she desires to revoke
their affidavit, and they are dbleto doso pursudnt to the tefms Ofthe affidavit, they must revoke

the affidavit pursuant to the terms of 8161.103(g), Texas Family Code. A form for such affidavit
revoking an affidavit of relinquishment is set forth in §1:239 following.
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Form: Father’s Affidavit of RﬁREx/PaIeEW
Cdus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

FATHER’S AFFIDAVIT OF

PLEASE.RQNOTLCOPY.

[Father’s Name], who, was duly sworn and placed under oath, and in the presence of the
undersigned credible witnesses made the following statements:
“My name is [Father’s Name]. | am years of age. | live at: [address of father]. My

telephone number is: . My social security number is

and my driver’s Imi.nsi nuIntIerS_D_O_C_U_I\vﬁlcgm i;'rsued by [name of
State].

“l am the father of the following [child[ren]:

Name: [Child’s name]

Sex:  [Male or female]. Birth date: [Birthrate].
Birthplace:  [Birthplace].

Residence:  [Residence]

Social Security Number: [Social Security Number]

sor” e enfief = A N} Y i@

Birthplace:
Residence:  [Residence]
Social Security Number: [Social Security Number]

“No person has been appointed or has qualified as guardian of the person or estate of the

«upregalFormsForTexas.Com



[or]” The guardian of the [child i JyWh i t [address].

“I am [am not] presentlH iﬁE&M[EWyments for support of the
[child[ren].

“A complete description of the child[ren]’s property, which is known to me, including

statement of value, of all property owned or possessed by the [child[ren] is as follows:

[name of child]

"BlEASE DO NOF COPY

“The Mother of the children is [Mother’s name].
“The [Mother’s name] address is:

“The Mother’s parental rights were terminated on the __ day of

, by the Court, of [name of County], [state or jurisdiction].
[or] The Mother’ thgavm R iodbgjtj'\miﬂaﬁm t. [or] The
Mother of the chiI]re is'deteastd a e@en righTs dre'te bEcadse of her death.

“l choose and appoint [Name of person to be appointed Managing Conservator of the

child[ren] upon termination of parent’s rights], a qualified person, as managing conservator of the
[child[ren]. [or] [If the child is being placed through an agency:] It is in the best interest of the
child[ren] that the child[ren] be placed for adoption in a suitable home by [name of child placing
agency], an agency licens e Jex pateent ofPr i\ and Regulatory Services to
place children for adoptio?r:r[:lé[mjﬁ agY;yeQre r children or to place
children for adoption, and to be the managing conservator of the child.]

“l have been informed that my parental rights, powers, duties, and privileges, are as

wf_ggalFormskForTexas.Com



a. the right to have i i0 iact t ral and religious training, and
to establish the legal domicile o %v r
b. the duty of care, control, protection, and reasonable discipline of the [child[ren];

C. the duty to support the [child[ren], including providing the [child[ren] with
clothing, food, shelter, medical and dental care, and education;

d. the duty to manage the estate of the [child[ren], except when a guardian of the

estate has been appointed, including the right to act as the [child[ren]’s agent of the [child[ren]’s
estate if the [child[ren]’s action is required by a state, the United States, or a foreign government;

States, and to medlcal dental, psychiatric, psychologlcal and surgical treatment,

g. the power to represent the [child[ren] in legal action and to make other decisions of
substantial legal significance concerning the [child[ren];

h. the power to receive and give receipt for payments for the support of the [child[ren]
and to hold or disburse any funds for the benefit of the [child[ren];

I. the right to inherit from and through the [child[ren];

- IS DOCYMENT-=

any other rights, privileges, duties, and powers existing between a parent
and the [child[ren] by virtue of law.

“| freely and voluntarily surrender, transfer, give and relinquish to the above-named
managing conservator all of my parental rights, powers, duties, and privileges.

“I fully understand that a lawsuit has been filed to terminate forever the parent-child
relationship between me a abgve; d [chil ndgthat if the Court grants the
termination, that I will IegT];lA’Ne& MQ n], and that the parent-
child relationship between myself and the above named [child[ren] will be permanently ended.

“I fully understand that the termination suit may or may not be combined with a suit to

|y @agal FormsForTexas.Com



“I understand that either Ougt tergalnatesgnye parental rights, 1 have no
further say concerning my [chilﬁﬁﬁ% ifd[ren] is/are adopted then or at some
later time.

“I know that | have the right to appear personally before the Court, with an attorney of my

choice, to testify about my desires with respect to my [child[ren]. However, | do not want to go to

court in person. No one has discouraged me or advised me or counseled me that | do not need an

attorne]j fulladnf meSf riﬁ) i’n Imtja]dﬁpcn@np}?auer.
However, | éol&w |I§oo 0 sIgrf this avttwitfout themad of counsel of a

lawyer. | understand the nature of these proceedings, the consequences of this affidavit, and | wish

to relinquish my rights as a parent. | want this Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental Rights

presented to the Court.

[or]

“I know ave the right t Edaer’ y re tge , Wi attorney of my
choice, to testify a quIiSwiﬁQo@aH ME: mot ant to go to court
in person and choose not to be represented by a lawyer. | want this Affidavit for Voluntary
Relinquishment of Parental Rights to be presented to the Court.

“Because | do not want to testify in person before the Court, I freely and voluntarily waive
and give up my right to the issuance, service, and return of citation, notice, and all other process in
any suit to terminate my p rightsQr ig any guijto termy parental rights joined with a
suit to adopt. [If suit to ter:r:H AM \Kncmgl ing sentence:] | know that
the suit to terminate my parental rights has been filed in cause number

, how pending in the Court of [name of county], Texas. | hereby
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waive any right I may have to trﬁ'SﬁEWTtiﬁ\(ﬂWn of citation in said cause of

action.

“I do not want to be informed further about the lawsuit, and | waive and give up my right to
be given notice about anything going on in the lawsuit.

“| specifically agree that a final hearing in the lawsuit may be held at any time without

further notice to me. | waive and give up my right to have the official court reporter make a record

of the tﬁﬂgﬁ&ﬁo [DaQor M Q@py-!-ﬁhe%Q tﬁimg my

parental rights and do not want to be notified of the signing, rendition, or entry of that judgment.
Therefore, | waive and give up my right to insist that those things be done. 1 also consent to have
any suit affecting the parent-child relationship filed or to be filed with respect to the above-

identified [child[ren] be decided by a family law master appointed pursuant to § 201.001 of the

Texas GoveranEe. !
“If I am in the arm dleﬁesmgtgautMnE,thIno way has

interfered with my freedom to make my decision to execute this affidavit, and insofar as this matter
is concerned, | waive all rights, privileges, and exemptions existing or that may hereafter exist in
my favor under the Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act of 1940, including the appointment of
counsel to represent me in this cause.

“l FULLY UNDEITA!;E!T T Y BIORBEFURTHER INFORMED ABOUT
THE TERMINATION SUIT OR A AM;\YEQUR PROCEEDING
AFFECTING THE [CHILD OR CHILDREN] IN THIS AFFIDAVIT.

“l acknowledge and agree that termination of the parent-child relationship between myself

~r|eegalt-ermskorTexas.Com



[The practitioner has 2 ;r ichyt in drafting the period in which an
affidavit of relinquishment mayrperEe(EMIl\Ep&Mh sets forth the 60 day non-
revocable period described in § 161.103, Texas Family Code] “I understand that | make this
termination possible by executing this affidavit. With that in mind, | KNOW THAT THIS

AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT MAY NOT BE REVOKED FOR 60 DAYS FROM THE

DAY I SIGNED IT. | FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT, IF | CHANGE MY MIND, | CANNOT

b REASE DONQLCORY ™

AFFIDAVIT IN ANY WAY DURING THIS 60-DAY PERIOD. | FURTHER UNDERSTAND
THAT MY PARENTAL RIGHTS PROBABLY WILL HAVE ALREADY BEEN ENDED FOR
ALL TIME BEFORE THIS 60-DAY PERIOD EXPIRES. | ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT, IF
MY PARENTAL RIGHTS HAVE NOT BEEN ENDED WITHIN THIS 60-DAY PERIOD, THIS
AFFIDAVIT SH EMAI FRUL £ CF.A D m Tl OKEIT. |
FULLY UNDERQI:\H]A’QA\TQ’ ‘I:kd\lu H %liREVOKED,

MY PARENTAL RIGHTS MAY BE TERMINATED FOR ALL TIME.

[or the practitioner may elect to use the following language (which is set forth in § 161.103 and
161.1035, Texas Family Code), which makes the affidavit revocable for eleven days immediately
after its signing, after which the affidavit becomes irrevocable] “I HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE
THAT THIS AFFIDAVIT, ELINQUISHNMENE MQY OKED BY ME BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION OF EI/H;ADNFKOM@QTE THIS AFFIDAVIT IS
SIGNED BY ME. THEREAFTER, | UNDERSTAND AND WITNESS THAT | HAVE BEEN

INFORMED THAT THIS AFFIDAVIT WILL BE IRREVOCABLE BY ME FOR ANY
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REASON. THIS MEANS TH Y$ AF I YGN THIS RELINQUISHMENT
OF MY PARENTAL RIGHTS, HﬁmlMEVOKE IT.

“I understand that the only manner in which this affidavit of relinquishment may be
revoked is that | must sign a statement revoking the same before two credible witnesses and a
person authorized to administer a sworn oath. A copy of the revocation must be delivered to
[name of managing conservator above] at [address of managing conservator]. | also have been
inform if aguit toternpl y ntglightshag bgaQ filed.tha Isﬁ'vopy of
such reﬁlﬂﬁéﬁﬁume aid NOQ:I; IS di@

“I have carefully considered alternative plans for my [child[ren]'s future and have obtained
the advice of whatever family members, friends, or other persons and professionals | feel were
necessary to help me make this decision. This decision is very difficult for me to make, and under
other circumstances | might have made a different decision. Nevertheless, under the circumstances
| find myself in, Teldei'd d ghat | 0 V] perix for, ild <.physical and
emotional needs, afld I"wa tivag oﬁpﬁﬁ@immmt or to place my
[child[ren] for adoption and provide a permanent home.

“As | sign this Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental Rights, | know that [name of
adoptive parents or licensed child placing agency] in accepting my [child[ren] for adoptive
placement and assuming responsibility for my [child[ren], is relying on my promise that I will not
attempt to reclaim my [chi iththisgn pid,l degcla | fully understand the meaning
of this affidavit of relinquij:HAN\EganQg g it, and, understanding all
this, I am signing it freely, voluntarily, and with the firm conviction that this decision is the best

available alternative for my [child[ren].
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“I am signing this affidaPREvi:E' ndt gnd not because [Name of
adoptive parents] or any other persort or s Wan W

“l am ready emotionally and in every other way to make the decision | am making today.
“l am signing this affidavit in the presence of the two undersigned witnesses, each of whom
is known by me to be a credible person and each of whom is present and acting as a witness. |

want them to be here and to witness my signature.

ﬁ L@aISEmA: E: iﬁ@thTasﬁbﬁ?
whether or n de S e th iddvitis trdfe and correetantas advised me not

to sign it unless it is correct.

“l REALIZE THAT | SHOULD NOT SIGN THIS AFFIDAVIT UNTIL | HAVE READ
AND UNDERSTOOD EACH WORD, SENTENCE, AND PARAGRAPH IN IT. | REALIZE
THAT | SHOULD NOT SIGN THIS AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT IF THERE IS ANY
THOUGHT IN IN I O Y, SEEKS T, A Y MIND AND
SEEKTO GAINM]ZSA&:@ ﬁmmgmj:s
AFFIDAVIT FOR VOLUNTARY RELINQUISHMENT OF PARENTAL RIGHTS, | FEEL
THAT | AM PHYSICALLY AND EMOTIONALLY PREPARED TO SIGN THIS
DOCUMENT. | AM NOT CURRENTLY UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ANY SUBSTANCE
AND/OR MEDICATION THAT WOULD AFFECT MY ABILITY TO EXECUTE THIS
AFFIDAVIT.
“| ACKNOWLEDITH&\MV\'& TXAQDLJT FOR VOLUNTARY

RELINQUISHMENT OF PARENTAL RIGHTS MORE THAN FORTY-EIGHT HOURS

AFTER THE BIRTH OF THE CHILD NAMED IN THIS AFFIDAVIT.
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“I hereby acknowledge rﬁi;ﬁag\of/rr EW Relinquishment of Parental

Rights.”

Signed on

[Father’s name]
WITNESSES:

PLEASE B&NOT COPY

[Printed name of witness]
[Street address of witness]

[City, state, and zip code]

THIS DOCUMENT

[Street address of witness]

[City, state, and zip code]
VERIFICATION

State of Texas
County of [Name of County]

BEFORE ME, the lr!&l@ﬁammn mgrswlly appeared [Name of

parent relinquishing rights], who, being by me duly sworn on his oath, deposed and said that he is

the Affiant and that he has read the foregoing Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental Rights and

nar] seogt-ormsterdexasEony



[Name oﬁﬁE\a?ivEWhment]
Subscribed and sworn to"befdre

signing affidavit], and witnessed by [Printed name of witness] and [printed name of witness],

by [Name of parent

known to me to be credible and reliable witnesses.

I, the undersigned notary swear that | am not an employee or relative of the Petitioner(s) or the
attorney(s) for the petitioner(s).

PLEASE D®&-NtJ-

Notary's typed or printed name
My commission expires:
[or Notary's Stamp]

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & Instructions: rpﬁw’l lnquishrgent of Parental Rights

1. The most common ground ofter on‘ls t Wvoluntary affidavit of
relinquishment of parental rights. The affidavit for voluntary relinquishment of parental rights
must be drafted pursuant to §161.103, Texas Family Code. An affidavit for voluntary

relinquishment of parental rights must be:

a. signed after the birth of the child, but not before 48 hours after the birth of the child, by the
parent, whether or not a minor, whose parental rights are to be relinquished;

b. witnessed by two credible persons; and

" BLEASE'DGNOT COPY

1) the name, address, and age of the parent whose parental rights are being relinquished,
2 the name, age, and birth date of the child;
(3) the names and addresses of the guardians of the person and estate of the child, if any;

4) a statement that the affiant is or is not presently obligated by court order to make payments
for the support of the child;

5) afull desc-rl)_tinitSne@@(@ @MnENe_st by the child;

(6) an allegation that termination of the parent-child relationship is in the best interests of the
child;

() one of the following, as applicable:
(A)  the name and address of the other parent;

(B)  astatement that the parental rights of the other parent have been terminated by death or
court order; or

(C)) astatement that the }il AEN%M%& kf_ljjavit of status of the child
ded by thls'chapter;

has been executed as provi
(8) a statement that he parent has been informed of parental rights and duties;

9) a statement that the relinquishment is revocable, that the relinquishment is irrevocable, or

that thir_el mé‘“é'rg" ii.i._uevoocarblerffr]aétari-%oi’, eean . C om



(10) if the relinquishment is r; : mentl faged type concerning the right of the
parent signing the affidavit to re rEann i revocation is made before the
sex ,

11" day after the date the affidavit i

(11)  if the relinquishment is revocable, the name and address of a person to whom the
revocation is to be delivered; and

(12) the designation of a prospective adoptive parent, the Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services, if the department has consented in writing to the designation, or a licensed
child-placing agency to serve as managing conservator of the child and the address of the person or
agency.

chapter or in a suit to terminate joined with a petition for adoption; and

2 a consent to the place of the child for adoption by the Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services or by a licensed child-placing agency.

4. A copy of the affidavit of relinquishment must be provided to the parent signing the same
at the time he signs the affidavit.

5. The code provides for designation of a period in which the affidavit of relinquishment is

irrevocable. The ligi pegiad tg.8Q days fromthe da idguitds.signed, unless
the affidavit desigjteH[{p e @ @a(dﬂje Fal ,?a licensed child-
placing agency as the rhanag nservator;then W€ affflavitTs Tr bl€. Note that the code in

8161.1035 provides that an affidavit can be revocable for the first 11 days after its execution, but
thereafter is irrevocable. Thus, there is a choice for the practitioner and the client. Most often the
affidavit is drafted with the 60 day period, but one could elect the alternate choice of allowing the
parent relinquishing their rights to revoke the affidavit within an eleven day period immediately
following the date it is signed, but thereafter, the affidavit would be irrevocable. The latter choice
might be preferable, if the client feels that it less likely that the parent would revoke the affidavit in
the 11 day window after it is signed, then say sixty (60) days after it was signed.

6. An affidavit of relinquishment signed naming a licensed child-placing agency as managing

conservator is irrevocable. aragte farmais sefouphergafier fa ther (81:235) and for father
(81:237). If a parent who ha si nNet eling\fsh TE:JOr she desires to revoke
their affidavit, and they are dbleto doso pursudnt to the tefms Ofthe affidavit, they must revoke

the affidavit pursuant to the terms of 8161.103(g), Texas Family Code. A form for such affidavit
revoking an affidavit of relinquishment is set forth in §1:239 following.
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Form: Mother’s Affidavit of Iﬁnﬁwiﬁw
Cdus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MOTHER'S AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

wPLEASE DO NOT COPY

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, on this day personally appeared [Mother’s
Name], who, was duly sworn and placed under oath, and in the presence of the undersigned

credible witnesses made the following statements:

“My name is [Mother’s Name]. 1 am years of age. | live at: [address of mother].
My telephone numrr F[J;S_D_O_CU.IWEN'Tmber is
and my driver’s liceénse numiler , WHI nse is fssued by [name of

State].
“l am the mother of the following [child[ren]:

Name: [Child’s name]

Sex:  [Male or female]. Birth date: [Birthrate].
Birthplace:  [Birthplace].

Residence:  [Residence]

Social Security Num[ar [ ciﬁw va U
Name: [Child’s I;nlA

Sex:  [Male or female]. Birth date: [Birthrate].
Birthplace:  [Birthplace].

Residence:  [Residence]

Social Security Number: [Social Security Number]
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“No person has been ap;ﬁtﬁw WT ELWM the person or estate of the
child[ren].

[or] “The guardian of the [child[ren] is [Name], who resides at [address].
“I am [am not] presently obligated by court order to make payments for support of the
[child[ren].

“A complete description of the child[ren]’s property, which is known to me, including

“"PLEASEDONOTCOPY

of c
[property item] [value]
[property item] [value]
[property item] [value]

“I do not know the name of the father of the children. [or] | was not married at the time the

child was conceived or born, and the child does not have a presumed father. | have signed an

affidavit of the sTﬁi’gen’]jlﬁeﬁ ec iNﬂ] gmaf.iueged father]. [or]
The name of the father of rents: [n offathery.
“The [Father’s name] address is:

“The father’s parental rights were terminated on the day of

, by the Court, of [name of County], [state or jurisdiction].
[or] The father’s parental rights have not previously been terminated by any Court. [or] The
father’s parental rights ha tpeep adjudicatedsby anyCo d his parental rights have not
been established by Courj:rHA&th;Qmud by Court order. [or]
The father of the child[ren] is deceased and his parental rights terminated because of his death.

“l choose and appoint [Name of person to be appointed Managing Conservator of the

wup egatb-ormskertexas-Cony



[child[ren]. [or] [If the child is Igis in the best interest of the
child that the child be placed foPdogEgE‘BZIE all agency licensed by the Texas
Department of Protective and Regulatory Services to place children for adoption. | therefore
designate said agency to care for children or to place children for adoption, and to be the managing

conservator of the child.]

“I have been informed that my parental rights, powers, duties, and privileges, are as

“"PLEASE.DO NOT.COPY, .

to establish the legal domicile of the [child[ren];
b. the duty of care, control, protection, and reasonable discipline of the [child[ren];

C. the duty to support the [child[ren], including providing the [child[ren] with
clothing, food, shelter, medical and dental care, and education;

the duty to manage the estate of the [child[ren], except when a guardian of the
estate has been appointed, including the right to act as the [child[ren]’s agent of the [child[ren]’s

estate if the [chlld.Tu sa tlln Seq!:? Qst um Nngn government;
e. }‘ltoi Q E

f. the power to consent to marriage, to enlistment in the Armed Forces of the United
States, and to medical, dental, psychiatric, psychological and surgical treatment;

g. the power to represent the [child[ren] in legal action and to make other decisions of
substantial legal significance concerning the [child[ren];

h. the power to receive and give receipt for payments for the support of the [child[ren]
and to hold or disburse any funds for the benefit of the [child[ren];

L e el yAdNIE YOE) U
J. the exclusive right to make decisions concerning the [child[ren]'s education; and

k. any other rights, privileges, duties, and powers existing between a parent
and the [child[ren] by virtue of law.
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“I freely and voluntarily Suyr r fer ,0i elgngyish to the above-named
managing conservator all of myEeHrEMIEWprivilege&

“I fully understand that a lawsuit has been filed to terminate forever the parent-child
relationship between me and the above-named [child[ren]. | understand that if the Court grants the

termination, that I will legally be excluded as the parent of said [child[ren], and that the parent-

child relationship between myself and the above named [child[ren] will be permanently ended.

W PLEASE DO NOT COPY”

“I understand that either way, once the Court terminates my parental rights, I have no
further say concerning my [child[ren], whether or not my [child[ren] is/are adopted then or at some
later time.

“I know that | have the right to appear personally before the Court, with an attorney of my
choice, to testify mygdesiraq Wi Spgai to hild[zen] er | ot want to go to
court in person. m]d:inSraDoQ Q}Mnm }ENVj: this Affidavit of
Relinquishment of Parental Rights presented to the Court.

[or]

“I know that | have the right to appear personally before the Court, with an attorney of my
choice, to testify about my desires with respect to my child. However, | do not want to go to court
in person and choose not t presenjed I r. {w Texas Department of Protective
and Regulatory Services t:KHANtKOImQ ingdfishment of Parental Rights
to the Court.

“Because | do not want to testify in person before the Court, I freely and voluntarily waive

sl segali-ormskerTexas@em:



any suit to terminate my parentﬁR:mt'o mZy parental rights joined with a
suit to adopt. [If suit to terminate has'be , hen'n e Tollowing sentence:] | know that
the suit to terminate my parental rights has been filed in cause number

, how pending in the Court of [name of county], Texas. | hereby

waive any right I may have to the issuance, service, notice, and return of citation in said cause of

action.

PLEASEDONOT COPY™

“| specifically agree that a final hearing in the lawsuit may be held at any time without
further notice to me. | waive and give up my right to have the official court reporter make a record
of the testimony in the lawsuit.

“Furthermore, | do not want to be mailed or given a copy of the judgment terminating my
parental rights a ot t jade natifiedQf theSigning, gendyi EN hat judgment.
Therefore, | Wai\n:[fjgﬂl Srim Q gthMonsent to have
any suit affecting the parent-child relationship filed or to be filed with respect to the above-
identified [child[ren] be decided by a family law master appointed pursuant to § 201.001 of the
Texas Government Code.

“If I am in the armed services of the United States at this time, that fact in no way has
interfered with my freedo ke mypdegisigngo gxecyte thisaffidavit, and insofar as this matter
is concerned, | waive all rigIs, lrijl ges, an lgji:x:igo at may hereafter exist in
my favor under the Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act of 1940, including the appointment of

counsel to represent me in this cause.
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“I FULLY UNDERST Y, FURTHER INFORMED ABOUT
THE TERMINATION SUIT O ARE&:!D EARTNG OR PROCEEDING
AFFECTING THE [CHILD OR CHILDREN] IN THIS AFFIDAVIT.

“I acknowledge and agree that termination of the parent-child relationship between myself

and the [child[ren] is in the best interest of the [child[ren].

[The practitioner has 2 methods from which to chose in drafting the period in which an

affidavt]ﬂ rilianma‘t S Evjj @fole rTh sﬁo@hﬁ Von-
revocable p bed' ~103TTexaSsFamily o@“l ders that’l fake this

termination possible by executing this affidavit. With that in mind, | KNOW THAT THIS
AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT MAY NOT BE REVOKED FOR 60 DAYS FROM THE
DAY | SIGNED IT. I FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT, IF | CHANGE MY MIND, | CANNOT
FORCE [THE MANAGING CONSERVATOR OR AGENCY] TO DESTROY, REVOKE, OR
RETURN THIS AYI D T O TAKE N.r.o THIS
AFFIDAVIT INiﬁHj[SH\EHta\LIMEmR UNDERSTAND
THAT MY PARENTAL RIGHTS PROBABLY WILL HAVE ALREADY BEEN ENDED FOR
ALL TIME BEFORE THIS 60-DAY PERIOD EXPIRES. | ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT, IF
MY PARENTAL RIGHTS HAVE NOT BEEN ENDED WITHIN THIS 60-DAY PERIOD, THIS
AFFIDAVIT SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT UNTIL | REVOKE IT. |
FULLY UNDERSTAND , AT AN YT TL T, RFIQAVIT IS REVOKED,
MY PARENTAL RIGHTIAHANK FXZ\@TQ

[or the practitioner may elect to use the following language (which is set forth in § 161.103 and

161.1035, Texas Family Code), which makes the affidavit revocable for eleven days immediately

s {o@g@ - ormst-orlexas: Comp-



THAT THIS AFFIDAVIT OF INQU ENT, VOKED BY ME BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION OF ELEVRREV.L'ONEH THE DATE THIS AFFIDAVIT IS
SIGNED BY ME. THEREAFTER, | UNDERSTAND AND WITNESS THAT | HAVE BEEN
INFORMED THAT THIS AFFIDAVIT WILL BE IRREVOCABLE BY ME FOR ANY
REASON. THIS MEANS THAT ELEVEN DAYS AFTER | SIGN THIS RELINQUISHMENT
OF MY PARENTAL RIGHTS, THAT I WILL BE UNABLE TO REVOKE IT.

- ec Ilycongsd altewnativgplansgorsm i n]'styt n e optained
the advE]WﬂEA&rSnEean T or m Q:j: pgr:sm@IHel ere
necessary to help me make this decision. This decision is very difficult for me to make, and under
other circumstances | might have made a different decision. Nevertheless, under the circumstances

| find myself in, | have decided that I cannot provide properly for my [child[ren]'s physical and

emotional needs, and | want [name of adoptive parents or licensed agency] to adopt or to place my

[child[ren] for adnroFE (Se m tC
“As | sign this Aff Ii R]:?ugen LJnM}E m-t?l;[name of

adoptive parents or licensed child placing agency] in accepting my [child[ren] for adoptive
placement and assuming responsibility for my [child[ren], is relying on my promise that I will not
attempt to reclaim my [child[ren] With this in mind, | declare that I fully understand the meaning
of this affidavit of relinquishment and the finality of my action in signing it, and, understanding all
this, 1 am signing it freely, tarily, and Nl Wmv@\ Tjthis decision is the best
available alternative for m;t::ld_[r!rA

“l am signing this affidavit today because | want to sign it and not because [Name of

adoptive parents] or any other person or persons want me to sign it.

| egatk-ormskorexas.Come



“l am signing this affidayitd ce Qf unglersigned witnesses, each of whom
is known by me to be a credibleEs n EMV\':‘ esent and acting as a witness. |
want them to be here and to witness my signature.

I am also signing this affidavit before a notary public, who has asked me under oath
whether or not each and every statement in this affidavit is true and correct and has advised me not
to sign it unless it is correct.

" ALIZETHAT LRQANOTSIGNJHIS ALF Vi Iﬁ« EREAD
THAT | SHOULD NOT SIGN THIS AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT IF THERE IS ANY
THOUGHT IN MY MIND THAT | MIGHT SOMEDAY SEEK TO CHANGE MY MIND AND
SEEK TO GAIN CUSTODY OF MY CHILD. AT THE TIME OF SIGNING THIS
AFFIDAVIT FOR VOLUNTARY RELINQUISHMENT OF PARENTAL RIGHTS, | FEEL
THAT | AM PH LLY, EMQTIQNA RERAR iIGrTS
DOCUMENT. ItI:H £SEV&QD¢FLJVME€ OF ANY SUBSTANCE
AND/OR MEDICATION THAT WOULD AFFECT MY ABILITY TO EXECUTE THIS
AFFIDAVIT.

“I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT | AM SIGNING THIS AFFIDAVIT FOR VOLUNTARY

RELINQUISHMENT OF PARENTAL RIGHTS MORE THAN FORTY-EIGHT HOURS

AFTER THE BIRTH OF HI}.D KHV@A@
“I hereby acknowledfe recelpt of & Copy Of this Affidavitdf Refinquishment of Parental

Rights.”

Signed on .
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PREVIEW
WITNESSES:

[Signature of witness]

[Printed name of witness]
[Street address of witness]
[City, state, and zip code]

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

[Signature of witness]

[Printed name of witness]
[Street address of witness]
[City, state, and zip code]
VERIFICATION
sl HIS DOCUMENT
COUNTY OF [Name of county]

BEFORE ME, the undersigned notary public, on this day personally appeared [Name of
parent relinquishing rights], who, being by me duly sworn on her oath, deposed and said that she is
the Affiant and that she has read the foregoing Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental Rights and
that the statements contained therein are within her personal knowledge and are true and correct.

FHAN K Y-l

Subscribed and sworn to before me on by [Name of parent

signing affidavit], and witnessed by [Printed name of witness] and [printed name of witness],

knownyt me to be crei kiEand reliable witne

LegalFormsForTexas.Com



I, the undersigned notar h n logeeor relative of the Petitioner(s)
or the attorney(s) for the petitio@ﬁ VTEW

Signature of officer

Notary's typed or printed name
My commission expires:
[or Notary's Stamp]

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & Instructions: k . iavit Wer of Ipterest in Child

1. 8161.106, Texas FamilHREMl:EWn easy way to waive any
interest in the child without acknowledging paternity.

2. In some cases, an alleged father may not be willing to admit paternity. § 161.106, Texas

Family Code, provides that a man may sign an affidavit disclaiming any interest in a child and

waive notice of the service of citation in any suit filed or to be filed affecting the parent-child

. PLEASEDQNQT COPY

4. The affidavit may contain a statement that the Affiant does not admit being the father of the

child or having had a sexual relationship with the mother of the child.

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & Instructions ng Xt?o
1. The affidavit of status ot a cfiil uired has no presumed father.

(Texas Family Code 8161.105) It may be executed by at any time after the first trimester of the
pregnancy of the mother.
2. This affidavit must be signed by the mother, even if she is a minor, and witnessed by 2

credible persons, and verified before an authorized to take oaths. The affidavit must state that

B EASE RO NOT.COPY. ..

paternity has not been established under the laws of any state or nation, and contain one of the

following as applicable: (A) the name and whereabouts of a man alleged to the father; (B) the
name of an alleged father and a statement that the affiant does not know the whereabouts of the
father; (C)) a statement that an alleged father has executed an acknowledgment of paternity
under Chapter 1 affidavit of f parental rights
under this chapt:ﬁkl] Sfldcj Q Q (J\MENI statement that
the name of an alleged father is unknown.

3. 8161.105, Texas Family Code, set out the requirements for an Affidavit of Status of Child.

This affidavit is required by law if the child does not have a presumed father. The affidavit must be:

a. signed by the mother, whether or not a minor;

b. Witnessedm[N ible p&rso, ]{
C. verified before a'per to km

4. The affidavit must state:

that the mother is not and has not been married to the alleged father of the child;
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b. that the mother aﬁlﬁdgvinﬁw to marry under the laws of this

state or another state or nation;
C. that paternity has not been established under the laws of any state or nation; and
d. contain one of the following, as applicable:
I. the name and whereabouts of a man alleged to be the father;

ii. the name of an alleged father and a statement that the Affiant does not know the

“PLEASE.DO.NOT COPY

Chapter 160 and an affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights under this chapter and that both
affidavits have been filed with the court; or
(2 a statement that the name of an alleged father is unknown.

5. The affidavit of status of child may be executed at any time after the first trimester of the

T THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Form: Affidavit of Status of Pd
SREVIEVY,

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

 PLEASE'BONGT copy

COUNTY OF [Name of county]

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, in the presence of the two undersigned credible
witnesses, on this date personally appeared [Natural mother's name], who being by me first duly
sworn and placed upon her oath to tell the truth, stated and deposed that she is the natural birth
mother of the chi ubje e e gafere doptign Te Id.lhat she is fully
competent to mal:[:ieja_fll:s‘stp a@a@ LJME mattef and facts herein
stated; and that the facts stated in this affidavit are true and correct. Affiant further states:

“My name is [Name] and | am the natural mother of [Child's name]. I live at [residence of mother].

“The child was born on [Date] and is a [male or female] child. The child was born in [City, county

& state].

[or]
“My name is [Name] and Immm anQI L‘f’eve will be born to me on

or about [Mother's delivery due date].

“l have passed my first trimester of pregnancy.
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“I am not now nor have | ever bPrRiEV}lerﬁw We have not attempted to
marry under the laws of any state or fatiOn-—vve dfe nOt mon faw spouses of each other.
“I was not married to any man at the time of conception or during my pregnancy.

“Paternity of the child has therefore not been established under any of the laws of any state or

nation.
[or]

“I belie fatheraf the chi [Nage gadlastkngw or Jiglo whgre his
P LEASE DO'NOT COPY
[or]

“The father of the child is [Name and last known address]. He has signed a statement of
paternity pursuant to the Texas Family Code and he has also signed an Affidavit of Relinquishment

of parental rights per the Texas Family Code. Both affidavits are being or have been filed with the

T THIS DOCUMENT

[or]

“l do not know the identity of the probable father of the child.

[or]

“The name of the father is: [Name]. He is now deceased.”

[Mother’s name]

THANK YOU

[Signature of witness]

WITNESSES:

[Printed name of witness]
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PREMIEW

[Printed name of witness]
[Street address of witness]
[City, state, and zip code]

VERIFICATION

T PLEASE DO NOT COPY

BEFORE ME, the undersigned notary public, on this day personally appeared [mother’s
name], who, being by me duly sworn on her oath, deposed and said that she is the Affiant and that
she has read the foregoing Affidavit of Status of Child and that the statements contained therein are

within her personal knowledge and are true and correct.

THISDOGYMENT

Subscribed and sworn to before me on [date of execution] by [Name of Mother], and
witnessed by [printed name of witness] and [printed name of witness], known to me to be credible
and reliable witnesses.

I, the undersigned notary swear that | am not an employee or relative of the Petitioner(s)
or the attorney(s) for the petitioner(s).

THAN}GOU

Notary's typed or printed name
My commission expires:
[or Notary's Stamp]
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Form: Father’s Affidavit of Vb/iféf EVICEW

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

AFFIDAVIT OF WAIVER OF INTEREST IN CHILD
= PEASE DO NOT COPY
COUNTY OF [Name of county]

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, [Name of alleged father] personally appeared
before me on [Date of Waiver of Interest], and after being placed under oath, made the following
statements before the witnesses who have signed their names hereafter:

My name is [Name]. I am [Number of years] years old and I live at [Address].

e TS DOCYMENT:

NAME:

DATE OF BIRTH: SEX

PLACE OF BIRTH:

NAME OF MOTHER:

[The affiant may eIe* tOM AWNMaISMr@tUad sexual relations with

the Mother of the child] I am not the father of the above named child. | do not admit that I had

sexual relations with the woman named above as the Mother of said child.

Regar Ff my statements IFS afﬁdam!.mformatlon has b iven to me and
e8GR QLMSEQLLEXAS. GO,



seek a determination of paternip RhExd?) E s gf the Texas Family Code by filing
an admission of paternity, or a cbunterclai ekihg E y, ora petition for voluntary paternity.
In either of those instances, | understand that if | am permitted by the Court to establish my

paternity of the child I would then have a parent's rights and duties as follows:

a. to receive information from the other parent concerning the health, education and welfare of
the child; and

b. ogfer \ith thg ot tt (@t p(ﬁilﬁmelmakké 6i(ﬁcvning
the healELﬁtE&dAeSEhem;

C. of access to medical, dental, psychological and educational records of the child,;

d. to consult with any physician, dentist or psychologist of the child;

e. to consult with school officials concerning the child's welfare and educational status,

including school activities;

f. to attend acygv mS
g. to be desigriated ort'a oro@ aQoQbLH!tiM g M ;lw:rgency; and

h. to consent to medical, dental, and surgical treatment during an emergency involving an
immediate danger to the health and safety of the child; and
i. to manage the estate of the child to the extent the child's estate has been created by the
parent or the parent's family.

| have received fu informatjon that by my execuy is Affidavit of Waiver of Interest
and failing to make claim:i:‘y’l;j:ég ts, lgcoxgpg jurisdiction may make a
judgment which forever prevents any assertion by me of those parental rights that I may desire to

claim in and to the child[ren]. Understanding this fact, | wish to declare that I disclaim any legal
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interest in the child[ren] named )ﬁiﬁoﬁv ;IerE\ntlAz?andoning any claim or interest

in said child[ren].
By my making this disclaimer, | hereby waive the issuance and service of citation in any suit
filed or which be filed which affects any parent-child relationship I may have in regards to the child.
My waiver specifically includes any suit for termination of any parent-child relationship that

could exist between me and the child or any suit for termination of that relationship which may be

~BLEASE DO.NOT. COPY

| consent to the hearing of any suit regarding the child by an associate judge who has
been appointed in accordance with 8201.001 of the Texas Family Code.
ITIS MY FULL UNDERSTANDING THAT | MIGHT NOT RECEIVE FURTHER

INFORMATION OR NOTICE OF ANY HEARINGS IN PROCEEDINGS WHICH AFFECT
THE CHILD NA.I}}tDIHEfilléNCDDb@ iUJIT WTEVNTN OF MY
PARENTAL RIGHTS:

It is my full understanding that this Affidavit of Waiver of Interest in Child may be and will
be used in any subsequent proceeding in which I might seek to establish and my parental rights and

interest in the child and it is my further understanding that it cannot be used in any proceeding

where there is a judicial effort to establish my paternity of the child.
No court order preﬁt»/ blj atﬁI t Kpa?ﬁ tJJpport of the child.
I do not know of any ro&i W m thet the childor of guardian of the person or

estate of the child.

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



In the event that a presurgati i opgrati any law, | am the father of the child,
which | specifically deny, | agreEREMrLEW:nship between myself and the
child would be in the child's best interest.

I designate [Name of adopting parent’s] to be the residential managing conservator of the

child and make free, voluntary, and permanent relinquishment to [Name of adopting parent’s] of all

the parental rights, privileges, powers, and duties that | may have.

P E::mhﬁ iS ﬁu{ . Nf@ihrvaiéoﬁrﬁv it
possibl€e for i of ig1es, w iQin ntion'ard deSire.

[If the affidavit is revocable for only the 11 days following its execution]:
| UNDERSTAND I HAVE THE RIGHT TO REVOKE THIS AFFIDAVIT OF WAIVER OF
INTEREST IN THE ABOVE NAMED CHILD ONLY IF | HAVE REVOKED IT BEFORE THE
11TH DAY AFTER ITS EXECUTION. AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF 11 DAYS FROM THE
DATEISIGN T F \Viug| L N T 1, \Y/ ON MY
CHANGE OF Mj:IF_C':‘V\SF F&‘E&Qﬁ&iﬁmi ALTER OR

RETURN THIS AFFIDAVIT TO ME AND THAT THIS AFFIDAVIT CANNOT BE TAKEN

BACK OR UNDONE IN ANY WAY. | UNDERSTAND THAT AFTER THE 11" DAY
FOLLOWING THE DATE | SIGN THIS AFFIDAVIT, THAT THE AFFIDAVIT IS
IRREVOCABLE BY ME. ITISMY FULL UNDERSTANDING THAT AT ANY TIME
UNLESS | HAVE REVO HI Fl T BEFQR XRIRATION OF 11 DAYS
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOt\Fl:HAmK: Xgu WAIVER OF
INTEREST IN THE ABOVE NAMED CHILD, MY PARENTAL RIGHTS MAY BE

TERMINATED FOREVER.
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[If the affidavit is irrevocable fo : D T THAT THIS AFFIDAVIT OF
WAIVER OF INTEREST IN TégﬁmﬁWREVOCABLE FOR SIXTY
(60) DAYS AFTER THE SIGNING OF THIS AFFIDAVIT. | UNDERSTAND THAT | MANY
NOT REVOKE THIS AFFIDAVIT DURING SAID SIXTY (60) DAY PERIOD FOR ANY

REASON, AND THAT EVEN AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF SAID SIXTY (60) DAY

PERIOD, THIS AFFIDAVIT WILL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT AND SHALL
NOT B Si E Rg(ﬁD ﬁEﬁ RNI@)—T&V\EL@JﬁTVTHE
ITISMY FULL UNDERSTANDING THAT AT ANY TIME UNLESS | HAVE

REVOKED THIS AFFIDAVIT PURSUANT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE TEXAS
FAMILY CODE, MY PARENTAL RIGHTS MAY BE TERMINATED FOREVER.
19. I have read this affidavit. All statements in this affidavit are true and correct and they are

e T THISTDOCUMENT

Signed on

[Alleged Father’s name]
WITNESSES:

[Signature of witness]
TH[AI ddress of wit ss]O U

[City, state, and zip code]
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PREVIEW

[City, state, and zip code]

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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PREVIEW

COUNTY OF [Name of county]

STATE OF [State]

BEFORE ME, the undersigned notary public, on this day personally appeared [Name of
parent waiving rights], who, being by me duly sworn on his oath, deposed and said that he is the
Affiant and that he has read the foregoing Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental Rights and that

witnessnis

[Name of parent signing affidavit waiving rights]

Subscribed and sworn to before me on [date of execution] by [Name of parent signing
affidavit], and wi H[lrisd nﬁo@ﬁr@tcjpm rg Ni{.ﬂiﬁ], known to me
to be credible and reliable WitheSses.

I, the undersigned notary swear that | am not an employee or relative of the Petitioner(s)
or the attorney(s) for the petitioner(s).

Signature of officer

Notary's typed or printed name
My commission expires:

THANK YOU
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Form: Consent To An Adoptipr!Eo\Cylfi EW
Caus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

CONSENT BY CHILD TO ADOPTION

“SPEEASE DO NOT COPY

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared [Child’s name],
known to me and who, being by me first duly sworn, on oath stated:
| am 12 years of age or older.

| am the child whose adoption is sought in the above-entitled and numbered cause.
o ] - pr‘:g [:Ejoﬁ, Ceﬂemr I/
| desire an re].git tYte a -narrfed PelitiOrer/ \EMen S.

Signed on

[Name of child], Affiant

I, the undersigned ry sweanrdhat | gmgngpanempl reJative of the Petitioner(s)
or the attorney(s) for the peitioH)ANK v @

This instrument was acknowledged before me on by [Name].

ature icer
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PREAVHEW™

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & Instructions: (PRQEIMIFErW

1. The Texas Family Code, 8162.0085 mandates that in a suit affecting the parent child
relationship in which an adoption is sought, the court shall order each person seeking to adopt
the child to obtain that person’s own criminal history record information. The language of the
code requires the Court to order that a criminal history be obtained by petitioners seeking

adoption.

. PEEASE-DO-NOT-CORY-

obtain his criminal history.

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Form: Motion and Order on ﬁRﬁv I EW

IN THE INTEREST OF: IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MOTION FOR ORDER TO REQUIRE CRIMINAL HISTORY

PLEASEDONOT.COPY'

§162.0085, Texas Family Code.

Respectfully Submitted,

[Law firm name]

%ﬁ::zmizzzza“il]'FIT SDOCUMENT

[Telephone & facsimile number]
State Bar Number

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Ijm“:mtVﬂ?W

IN THE INTEREST OF: IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORDER TO REQUIRE CRIMINAL HISTORY

, came on to be considered the motion requesting the Court to

«PLEASE DO NOT COPY

1. [Names of clients] are seeking to adopt [Name of child[ren].

2. Pursuant to 8162.0085 of the Texas Family Code, this Court issues the following Order:
3. The Court ORDERS [Client's Names] to obtain criminal history record information by

requesting the same from the Texas Department of Public Safety, Crime Records Service.

4. The request is in compliance with Texas Government Code §411.128.
e TS DOGUMENT
Signed on

Judge Presiding

APPROVED AND CONSENTED TO AS TO BOTH FORM AND SUBSTANCE:

THANK YOU

[Name of attorney]
Attorney for petitioner
[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]
[Phone] [Facsimile]
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[Name of attorney] P R EV I EW

Attorney for Respondent
[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]
[Phone] [Facsimile]
State Bar Number

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Form: Letter Requesting Crinﬁlﬁcﬁ\f?ﬂi\tﬁw
[Date]

Texas Department of Public Safety
Crime Records Service

Attention: Correspondence Supervisor
PO Box 15999

Austin TX 78761-5999

Regarding:  Request for Criminal History Report
Texas Family Code § 162.0085

..PLEASEDO NOT COPY

The undersigned desires to adopt a child[ren] and pursuant to the requirements of the law, hereby
requests my criminal history record.

Enclosed is a Texas Department of Public Safety fingerprint card and a check for $15.00 to cover
the costs of processing.

A copy of the order of the Court requiring me to obtain my criminal history is also enclosed.

The following in‘“l”‘aro_rlre"ugd aﬁ@ CU M E NC;I_

Name:

Birth Date: Social Security Number:
Street Address:

City, State, Zip:

Telephone:

Please sent a copy of the information to the Court: [Court Number, Address, City, State, Zip]
Cause Number of my case is: :

Please include my case number with the documents you send to the Court.

Please forward said informalonHlAN pI(isioM ]@f the Texas Government
Code.

Please contact me immediately if you need any additional information.

rely,
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PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & Instructions: i n er intmept of Ad Litems

1. The following motion ;E OB m ve art Guardian Ad-Litem or Attorney
Ad-Litem for the child appointed, when such appointment is required by the Court, or when the
practitioner feels that the appointment of a Guardian Ad-Litem or Attorney Ad-Litem would
strengthen the termination-adoption process.

2. An attorney acting as a Guardian Ad Litem may place the termination-adoption on a more
solid fo jon, Wgﬁts ﬁﬁd N’ @mrhe &rt@(iﬁavm best
interestj? ZLME

3. An attorney who is appointed to represent the children may prefer to be named a Guardian
Ad-Litem for liability reasons, as the code specifically provides for immunity to the Guardian Ad-
Litem when he or she makes a recommendation to the Court. See §107.003, Texas Family Code.

4. A Guardian Ad-Litem differs from an Attorney Ad-Litem in that a Guardian acts in the best
interests of the cmj.i.ﬂ e Wﬁﬂi t(;,th@ ouyrtamay, nEL y nsistent with the
wishes of the child. An IrSA = |ter"%n'!t eM vr[iian acts as the child’s

advocate.

THANK YOU
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Form: Motion for AppointmeﬁRiﬁVTtEW
Caus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MOTION FOR APPOINTMENT OF AN GUARDIAN AD LITEM

[this mpﬁEwKsSOEoinwﬂ Attarn Qﬂnreyﬁ:i ipsv
n : PQneN es Of Petli nQ y and'through

their attorney make this Motion for Appointment of an Guardian Ad Litem [or Amicus Attorney

or Attorney Ad-Litem], who shall perform the duties and have the powers as set forth in [State
statute or code] and shall assist the Court to determine the best interest of the [child[ren] in the

above entitled and numbered cause.

respectiully sbifdd | S DO CUMENT

[Law firm name]

By
[Attorney’s name]

[Attorney’s address]

[Telephone & facsimile number]

THANK YOU
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Form: For Appointment of GlﬁdﬁEiWWey, or Attorney Ad-Litem for
Child

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' __ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PLEASEDONOT-COPY

, the foregoing Motion for Appointment of a [Guardian Ad-

Litem, Amicus Attorney or Attorney] Ad Litem to represent the interest of [the child[ren],
natural parent or other party] in this cause was presented to the Court.
The Court finds there is need to appoint a [Guardian Ad-Litem or Amicus Attorney or Attorney
Ad Litem], and the Court appoints [Guardian Ad-Litem’s, Amicus Attorney’s, or Attorney Ad
Litem’s Name] to vat l@er@@[@wMtENq_other party in
this cause.

This appointment shall be effective immediately and shall remain in effect during the
pendency of this matter or until further action of the Court.

Signed on

THANK:YOU

APPROVED AND CONSENTED TO AS TO BOTH FORM AND SUBSTANCE:

rfresgalFormsForTexas.Com




[City, [State] Zip code]

roaremd . PREVIEW

State Bar Number

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & Instructions: i f a iqatar to Prepare Required Reports
1. There are three (3) repoEHEMIEWde in certain adoption
proceedings. 8162.005,

2. Texas Family Code, concerns the Health, Social, Educational, and Genetic History

Report. This report is not required in adoptions where a stepparent, grandparent, aunt or uncle

by birth, marriage, or prior adoption, is pursuing the adoption. This report is the duty of the

T PLEASE DO NOTCORY.
this repDrt s ov t aﬁv@rensa sOoN as practiCable Petore the first

meeting of the adoptive parents with the child.

3. 8162.003 of the Texas Family Code sets forth the requirement that in a suit for adoption,
a Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report and Post-Placement Adoptive Report must be conducted
as provided in Chapter 107 of the Texas Family Code.

4, 8107.05 as ipCo dgrassesdle Pr -WVEOKISGTEHMQ Report, and
§107.052, dealstv]:il;[)]jgcentj Qigeg.

5. If the adoption is sought by a step-parent, these two reports (Pre-Adoptive Home

Screening Report and Post-Placement Adoptive Report) may be combined. Both reports are to

prepared pursuant to rules adopted by the Board of Protective and Regulatory Services.

THANK YOU
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Form: Motion and Order Apﬂgwitﬁwmquired Reports
Caus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MOTION FOR PREPARATION OF REPORTS

moves eCe[m nt OS(&Em er ifi rsOTf to Prepar re=AdOptive Home

Screening Report, and also, the Post-Placement Adoptive Report. [If this is a stepparent
adoption, add : Movant further moves the Court to combine the Pre-Adoptive Home Screening
Report and the Post-Placement Adoptive Report into one combined Report.] [Add if this is not a
stepparent, grandparent, aunt or uncle by birth, marriage, or prior adoption: Movant also moves
the Court to ord e gf the pers agaqcy alacing ghe childian] for ion or a parent]
to prepare the Hee:l’:’[:c]aigcam Q(QULJMEIMTI: copy to

Petitioners, and file a copy of the same with the Court.]

2. Termination [and adoption] of the subject child[ren] is/are requested by petitioner[s]
herein.

3. Movant requests that the Court order the preparation of such reports as are required by
law to assist the Court in iNg a magaging qopsepvatQr ig thagvent termination is granted, and
to assist the Court in the :I:HAMM Xe@lj

4, The preparation of said reports is in the child's best interest.

5. Movant prays that the Court enter an order granting this motion.
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PR E\/BTEW]

[Attorney’s name ]

[Telephone & facsimile number]
State Bar Number

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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PRENVITEW

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

NOTICE OF HEARING

The foregoing Motion for the preparation of reports as required by §162.003, Texas

Pl EASE-DO-NOT COPY.

Judge Presiding

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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| certify that a true and correct cOpy Of t oing ple T document has been served upon

all attorneys of record and any parties who are not represented by an attorney on

, as follows:
Attorney for [Name party]:

Attorney’s street address:

U.S. Mail, Certified Return Receipt Request No.

U.S. Mail, First Class.

Hand delivery by [Name of delivery service]:

Facsimile transmission to [fax number].

THIS DOCUMENT

[Signature of attorney]

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



PRENVITEW

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORDER APPOINTING INVESTIGATOR TO PREPARE REPORTS IN AN ADOPTION
AND SETTING THE CASE FOR A HEARING

LEASE RONOT.CORY."
ofMovEt ni I r of~agenCy to prepdre e re ortsgéir y'8162.003. The

Court finds that the following Order should be entered:

IT IS ORDERED that [name of licensed agency, state agency, or individual] prepare the
following reports: Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report; and the Post-Placement Report.

The Court ORDERS [investigator’s name] to investigate the circumstances and
conditions of the.childan thajho r@'dﬁé(lejﬂi\p(ﬂcéer\ni sclme form of
conservatorship :I:anlfgcp

The preparation of said reports shall be governed by the criteria of the welfare and best
interest of the child. The Court FURTHER ORDERS that [investigator’s name] file with the
Court, such written reports as authorized by the Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory

Services, detailing such findings, conclusions and recommendations by [Date on which reports

are due]. All parties, Ad T]&_arl(‘LA: ey Khavmétotijj reports within [Number
of days before the hearing] days of1tS fil Nt the*Couft.
[In an adoption where grandparent, aunt or uncle by birth, marriage, or prior adoption, or

stepparent is seeking the adoption, the Health, Social, Educational, and Genetic History Report is

oopr@@@ Formsk-ard exas. Come



that [name of agency or person jaogalac chi e pf parent to be appointed] prepare
and file the Health, Social, EduEBEMlEW; IT IS FURTHER
ORDERED that [name of agency, or person, or parent appointed] shall provide a copy of said
Health, Social, Educational, and Genetic History Report to Petitioners as soon as practicable, and

before Petitioners meet the child[ren] to be adopted.

The Court FURTHER ORDERS that Petitioner/s will pay the costs of the foregoing

be paid by the parties in the following proportions. Petitioner/s will pay [Movant percentage of
cost] and Respondent [Name] will pay [Respondent percentage of cost].
[or (the following paragraph could be added, which allows the ad litem or attorneys access to all
of the records. The caveat is that some Courts made find this burdensome on the investigator)]

The Cour, T D thatlinvastigatog’sysna iLregu y any court-
ordered Ad LiterrT Hj Sci@oggmeMEjgor cords in this case,
including, but not being limited to notes, written communications, writings, records, memoranda,
summaries, data, correspondence, test results, videos, photographs, tape recordings, or other
materials. [investigator’s name] is also ordered to produce the most recent copy of a most recent
curriculum vita or resume.

IT IS ORDERED informatign gogtajedyvi id repogts within is confidential or
protected by any privilege a bI;iA/MaK nX Qn d Litem, attorney of
record or party to this case.

IT IS ORDERED that [investigator’s name] shall give testimony in this cause without

=d@galFormsForTexas.Com



IT IS ORDERED that bﬁﬁviaEWe].

Signed on

Judge Presiding

APPROVED AND CONSENTED TO AS TO BOTH FORM AND SUBSTANCE:

rereBiprep- ASE DO NOT COPY

[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]
[Phone] [Facsimile]
State Bar Number

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & Instructions: PdﬁrEiVWParental Rights Of A Minor
Child And Granting Adoptio

1. If the court finds grounds for termination of the parent child-child relationship by clear
and convincing evidence, it shall render a termination order “An order terminating the parent-
child relationship divests the parent and the child of all legal rights and duties with respect to
each other, except that the child retains the right to inherit from and through the parent unless the
courto se jdeg” angily Code §81G1. i ptekl6 L AQesaQtpreglude or
affect tE:]ﬂr[EcoAngEpthal Mﬁ :r.!:(jpag QR&X%%S
under chapter 152 [Conservatorship, Possession, and Access]. 8 161.207 requires the court to

appoint a managing conservator of the child should both parents or the only living parent, have

their parental rights terminated. (Texas Family Code 8161.207).

2. It is not required to mail a copy of a termination order to parties as required by Texas
Rules of Civil Pr, e Rules Al9a 239 Family 1,

§1:160 Informati:T;HuIi$: AQ\Q@MME&I/ Code

3. If the proceeding is considered a custody proceeding, the following affidavit is required

by §152.209, Texas Family Code, to be either attached to the first pleading or contained within

the first pleading..

4, A termination/adoption proceeding would affect the custody of the child, in that in almost
all termination proceedin Coyirt jo reguigeg tg,narge r@g'[].gjonservator of the child,
as well as removing a pari:lih[AMK X

5. The following affidavit is required to be attached to all termination proceedings, since

they affect or involve the custody of children. Said affidavit could normally be attached as

wiksegatt-ormstortexas.Com



. In all adoption PR V!IEWkatthB
of Vital Statistics form. Certif E \% REV9/96). This form should be filed

with the adoption dec

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Form: Order Granting TernPtRCE\%a'REWMinor Child And Granting

Adoption
Cause Number
IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORDER GRANTING TERMINATION OF PARENTAL
EASEDONOT COPY
RLEA
On the day of , 20, came on to be considered the
Petition for Termination filed by Petitioner/s herein, and this cause was heard by the Court.

Appearances of Parties and Ad Litems Appointed by the Court

Petitioner/s, [names of Petitioner/s] appeared in person and through attorney of record,

[name of PetitionTItije'], d aﬁr@rﬁf rt iM
Respondent; [name o FQSon ], afthou dtue Elm:!;in, did not

appear and wholly made default. [or] Respondent, [name of Respondent], waived issuance of
citation by Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental Rights, as well as notice of this hearing, which
was filed herein, and did not appear in person. [or] Respondent, [name of Respondent], appeared in

person and through attorney of record, [name of Respondent’s attorney], and announced ready for

trial.
Also appearing Was-[l;!rdi!rﬁLM‘J‘&e]XoQ Me Court as guardian Ad

Litem of the child the subject of this suit. Also appearing was [name of attorney ad litem for parent

served by publication], appointed by the Court as Attorney Ad Litem for [Respondent's Full Name],

wofsggatb-ermsForTexas.Com



TERMINATION

PREVIEW

The Court, after examining the record and hearing the evidence and argument of counsel,

Jurisdiction

finds that it has jurisdiction of this case and of all the parties and that no other court has continuing,

exclusive jurisdiction of this case. All persons entitled to citation were properly cited.

Jury

TEASEDONOT COPY
A record of testimony was duly recorded by the court reporter assigned to this Court.
Subject Child[ren]

The Court finds that the following child[ren] is/are the subject of this suit:

NAME OF CHILD:

ot 1S DQCUMENT

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER:
DRIVER’S LICENSE NUMBER: ISSUING STATE:

NAME OF CHILD:

AGE OF CHILD: SEX OF CHILD:
BIRTH DATE: NIT&DLV:
SOCIAL SECURITY NUI\:[EF!:_I A O U
DRIVER’S LICENSE NUMBER: ISSUING STATE:
Termination
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voluntarily left the child ﬁﬁrﬁvinﬁw not the parent and expressed

an intent not to return;

voluntarily left the child alone or in the possession of another not the parent without
expressing an intent to return, without providing for the adequate support of the child, and remained
away for a period of at least three months;

voluntarily left the child alone or in the possession of another without providing adequate

Supportph ChE: SrmSeﬁayﬁﬁd Nlﬁmet
novl'@ ed 0 ly'atfow e child toY®maih in co |thnlsDurrandings

which endanger the physical or emotional well-being of the child,;
engaged in conduct or knowingly placed the child with persons who engaged in conduct
which endangers the physical or emotional well-being of the child;

failed to support the child in accordance with the parent's ability during a period of one year

ending within sixTHjeSe t:i jin ﬁegjtm
abandoned the Thild Withalt iderfufyir g theehild=or furflis iﬁﬁm;l:entiﬁcation,and

the child's identity cannot be ascertained by the exercise of reasonable diligence;

voluntarily, and with knowledge of the pregnancy, abandoned the mother of the child
beginning at a time during her pregnancy with the child and continuing through the birth, failed to

provide adequate support or medical care for the mother during the period of abandonment before
the birth of the child, and rT’HKNK o?e@swrt the child since the birth;
contumaciously refused to sdtdmit to'a reaSonable afd laWful order of a court under Chapter

264,

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



been the major cause of: gt il the,chil e enrglled in school as required by the
Education Code; or (ii) the childEbR WIIEWhOUt the consent of the parents
or guardian for a substantial length of time or without the intent to return;

executed before or after the suit is filed an unrevoked or irrevocable affidavit of

relinquishment of parental rights as provided by the Texas Family Code;

been convicted or has been placed on community supervision, including deferred

adjudicatiQn community,supgtyisian, foeheing.aminally r ible fo h ioys injury
of a chiP;nLﬂElo&wSeEs m QI Cmgj:edﬁge E)Xduct
that caused the death or serious injury of a child and that would constitute a violation of one of the
following Penal Code sections:

(i) § 19.02 (murder);

(i) § 19.03 (capital murder);

(iii) 8 Zl.ul(.injzinivg’h aﬁdb

(iv) § 22.01%(asSault); CU I\/I ENT
(v) § 22.011 (sexual assault);

(vi) § 22.02 (aggravated assault);

(vii) 8 22.021 (aggravated sexual assault);

(viii) 8 22.04 (injury to a child, elderly individual, or disabled individual);
(ix) § 22.041 (aba ing orendangeri gr%);

(X) 8 25.02 (prohibited sexu Aim Y O U

(xi) § 43.25 (sexual performance by a child); and

(xii) 8 43.26 (possession or promotion of child pornography);

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



had his or her parent-childelatiqQnsain. termjnatedaadth rgspect to another child based on a
finding that the parent's conductEsREMlaﬁW (E) or substantially equivalent
provisions of the law of another state;

constructively abandoned the child who has been in the permanent or temporary managing

conservatorship of the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services or an authorized agency

for not less than six months, and: (1) the department or authorized agency has made reasonable

efforts \Pt m tEitho $Et; ﬁle entm\ﬁulr.yvﬁd P?
signific ntclﬂﬂt the crid; @ e Pafent Ras UerMmonstrated al 'aQ provide the

child with a safe environment;

failed to comply with the provisions of a court order that specifically established the actions
necessary for the parent to obtain the return of the child who has been in the permanent or
temporary managing conservatorship of the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services for
not less than nin S r toﬁt@s @Owrm ErNduIChapter 262 for
the abuse or neg:j‘:;‘f[h]dg

used a controlled substance, as defined by Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code: (I) in a
manner that endangered the health or safety of the child, and failed to complete a court-ordered
substance abuse treatment program; or (ii) repeatedly, after completion of a court-ordered substance
treatment program, in a manner that endangered the health or safety of the child;

knowingly engageddgcrimigal gonductthat gesults inthg.Rargnt's imprisonment and
inability to care for the childfor hot ANOK flroYh@eumng the petition;

been the cause of the child being born addicted to alcohol or a controlled substance, other

than a controlled substance legally obtained by prescription, as defined by § 261.001 of the Texas

-w|o@galFormsForTexas.Com



voluntarily left the child ﬁhﬁﬁ\ncyl\ie(EWs Provider without expressing

an intent to return.]

[if applicable: ]

executed an unrevoked or irrevocable affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights as
provided for by Chapter 161 of the Texas Family Code (this affidavit of relinquishment is attached

to this petition;

the birth parents of the child are unknown.
[or]
The parent-child relationship between the child and the alleged biological father does not

exist in law or in fact. It is in the best interest of the child that the Court so decree, and such finding

“TTHIS DOCUMENT

If any parent-child relationship does exist, has ever existed, or could ever exist between the
father or probable father and the child, which is not admitted but which is denied, it is in the best
interest of the child that such relationship be terminated, and such termination is requested. As
grounds, Petitioners further allege that the father or probable father has voluntarily, and with
knowledge of the pregnan ndgnedithe,chijdg thQr bggipaing at a time during her
pregnancy with the child ::I:H gt MKHMQ[LJ% adequate support or
medical care for the mother during the period of abandonment before the birth of the child, and

remained apart from the child or failed to support the child since birth.

l-egalFormsForTexas.Com



If applicable The natura f ild i spbject of this suit, has the right to
seek to legitimize the child the EBE&VIEWH has not sought to exercise
said right after being served with citation of service of this proceeding. Accordingly, he has failed
to exercise his rights under the Texas Family Code and he has therefore waived said rights. After

service of citation of this proceeding, petitioners request that rights to legitimize the child be

terminated because he has failed to file a petition or take any action to preserve said rights.

paternity registry under Subchapter D, Chapter 160, of the Texas Family Code.
[Father’s Name] has provided the registry with the following address: [address, city, state].
The Court also finds by clear and convincing evidence that termination of the parent-child

relationship between [Respondent's Full Name] and the child the subject of this suit is in the best

interest of the chik!_
ITISTHE EFID_RL !F&RQnQQEHaMaE—N J;ionship between

[Respondent's Full Name] and the child[ren] the subject of this suit is terminated.
ADOPTION
Verified Statement Required by §162.002

The Court finds by clear and convincing evidence that Petitioner has filed a verified

allegation or statement regaj&nlir[\pl' nNt th Inv@nﬁj on the Placement of
Children as required by §162.002 o AeTs s Family*Code.
Termination Finding

The Court finds by clear and convincing evidence that the parent-child relationship has been

=j=egal-ormstoeriexas€om:



Criminal History
The Court finds that the Eangy\éJ! iﬁrm/required for [Petitioner’s name]

is on file in the record of this case.

Residence of the Child

The Court finds that the child has lived in the home of Petitioner for at least six months. [or]
The Court finds that it is in the best interest of the child[ren] to waive the six (6) month residency
requirergagt,.and ES ﬁD§E&NBE6EDm n@»f;m(@rec'ﬁnﬁeviement
IS hereRa';n.

The Pre- Adoptive Home Screening Report and the Post Placement Adoptive Report

The Court finds that the following required reports and studies have been made and are on
file: the Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report and the Post-Placement Adoptive Report. The

Court finds that a copy of the reports and studies have been made available to Petitioner/s before

this final order of.aiap[’o_nl
The Health, SoCial, EIu§onQ1Q1eg-<uer\Em;Exas Family

Code]

[If the adoption is not by the child[ren]’s grandparent, aunt or uncle by birth, marriage, or
prior adoption; or by a stepparent, then the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services, a
licensed child placing agency, or the child[ren]’s parent or guardian shall compile a report on the
available health, social, educational, andygenetic histgry of thg child[ren], It is the finding of the
Court that [name of agency placihg ANKMXQ% placing child for adoption
or name of parent or guardian who prepared the report] has prepared a Health, Social Educational,

and Genetic History Report, which has been filed herein, and a copy has been provided to the

=ifrggalFormsForTexas.Com



Adoption Finding
The Court finds by clearEd [ontiﬁMjeLEaWrequisites and requirements for

adoption have been met and that the adoption is in the best interests of the child.
Adoption
IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED, and DECREED that the adoption of the child[ren] the

subject of this suit by Petitioner/s is GRANTED and IT IS ORDERED and DECREED that the

IT IS ORDERED that the name of the child the subject of this suit, a [Male or female], who
was born on [Date] is changed from [Child's old name] to [Child's new name].

Fees Awarded Ad-Litems

Guardian Ad-Litem’s Fees [Attorney Ad-Litem’s Fees]

ITISOR D thagggad exjals toayard [Clhient’ | aidgment of
$[Amount of attO:F[ij!' S;I @ng MMEM:]Z Guardian Ad-
Litem [Attorney Ad-Litem] for the child[ren] and in the nature of child support, with interest at
[interest rate] percent per year compounded annually from the date the judgment is signed until
paid. The judgment, for which let execution issue, is awarded against [Respondent's Full Name],
Respondent.

These fees are taxﬂst] ang [Rgs egt's Rull ,f)Regpondent is ORDERED to
pay the fees to [Guardian Ad Litem’ ANKSXQ,Q‘IOﬂey order on or before
[Date fees are due]. [Guardian Ad Litem's name] may enforce this order for fees in his own name.

Court Costs

I egalf-ermstker-bexaszom



Sealing of Court Documﬁ
IT IS ORDERED that al pap[rs ;EM il tEeWuding the minutes of the Court,

be sealed.
Relief Not Requested is Denied
All relief requested in this case and not expressly granted is denied.

Bureau of Vital Statistic

p LOREZE &hSEnrkﬁ iSQMthTalﬁrQh- aY‘a”
transmitto t f\Vi icsat AuStih, Texas, a tertified Repdrt o oEn rsuant to

8108.003 of the Texas Family Code. All papers and records in this case, including the minutes of
the Court, are ordered sealed.
All relief requested in this case and not expressly granted is denied.

Signed on

THIS DOCUMENT

Judge Presiding

APPROVED AND CONSENTED TO AS TO BOTH FORM AND SUBSTANCE:

[Name of attorney]
Attorney for petitioner
[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]

prorel sl H ANK Y OU

[Name of Guardian Ad-Litem]

v s FormsFor Texas.Com



State Bar Number

PREVIEW

[Name of Attorney Ad-Litem]
[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]
[Phone] [Facsimile]

State Bar Number

Attorneyfor,Res e

s BEEASE DO NOT COPY
[Phone] [Facsimile]

State Bar Number

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information: VS 160 CertificatPFé:EI
1. This form is filed with the cdurt MJeEMp\én has been presented to the

court.
2. The form is an information form that is sent to the Texas Vital Statistics.
3. The form is used to make a record of the pre adoption birth information and the post

adoption birth information.

4, The form contains simple instructions for the completion of the form and filing
instructions.

. PEEASE-DONOT-COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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