Information & Instructiogs Pa he, Termination Of Parental
Rights of a Minor Child p QWTQE\N
A SUMMARY OF THE TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS PROCESS
THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT IS A GENERAL RESPONSE TO GENERAL
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE TERMINATION PROCESS AND YOU SHOULD
CONSULT WITH AN ATTORNEY ABOUT THE SPECIFIC FACTS IN YOUR
CASE WHICH MAY ALTER OR AFFECT THE LAW APPLICABLE TO YOUR
CASE.
What is a Termination of Parental Rights?
PL-EASE DO-NOT-COPY

legal rights that he or she has as a parent for a child in the state of Texas.

The former parent no longer has any legal connection to the child.

Explanation Of The Termination/Adoption Procedure

Usually, the adoption process involves a two step proceeding. Since most
children who are available for adoption, have one or more living parents, it will be
necessary to EFiHﬂi @nt@ @i@ M E NwaFe husband or
wife of the person adopting the child. In step-parent adoptions, the step-parent must be
joined by his or her spouse as a petitioner in the proceeding. Thus, living parents will
either be involved in the termination/adoption proceeding either as a petitioner or a
respondent.

Termination is a very serious legal proceeding, which according to the Supreme
Court of the United St;F, HCALNa%IicM@@m of parent with his
child are considered constitutionally protected rights, and may not be severed between

the parent and the child without following the strict requirements of due process set forth

in the United StateIs ﬁ Texas Constituti
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Texas law requires gaal of wderminggions cases. This burden of
proof is not always easily UHHEMIZEW)FL a parent’s rights with
his child are not be terminated except in specific statutorily defined fact situation, where
the evidence established said statutory provision by “clear and convincing evidence”,

which is the highest level of evidence required in civil proceedings. “Clear and

convincing evidence” is evidence which establishes a fact so clearly and so persuasively,

thatglys mos 104S thatthe t ogfagt gid 0 ThisgJeyalofanidence is
besEpL&EoASEwiﬁe@darNe@nj;qu| iQ)E\Ya;es,
which is called the “preponderance of evidence.” This “preponderance of the evidence” is
a lessor burden, which is that the greater weight of the credible evidence favors the issue

or fact to be established.

In a termination proceeding, due process requirements established by the

ConstitutionTv]th_rvagd ﬁs@ﬁc ,a ]\he/thN ust be
strictly compliéd with, whictrincfade notiCe ngjp rents i titbtiohally accepted

methods. This means that parents are entitled to notice of such proceedings and such
notice should apprize them of the nature of the proceedings against them, and should give
them a fair and equitable opportunity to be heard.

Courts carefully scrutinize termination cases. Therefore, the most common
ground of terminationd ovgrwRelming numgberof tgrigiQationadoption cases, is the
ground whereby the Ii\-:[: ]&EiAthKtaXQan fidavit of
relinquishment. Most termination cases, which are contested, are brought by Department

of Protective and Regulatory Services, or the Department of Human Services, and

begai-ermst-ordexas:Cem



their children. Another gro ralaagion ighudssused more frequently, involves
the non-payment of child s pog E%\{zw[ , Whith period of 12 months ends
or occurs within 6 months of the filing of the petition for termination.

If you believe the living parent will not sign an affidavit of relinquishment as set
forth in the Texas Family Code, then you should discuss the facts with your attorney to
determine if other grounds of termination might be available in your case.

The a oy proageding willfol the termigatjo CeSSmy T NISYS imple
prog LE&SdﬁtiDml on M{Q :Ij aonQEﬂXhe
evidence centers around the adoptive parent or parents, and their understanding of the
responsibilities and duties they are taking upon themselves by adopting children. Simply
put, the adopting parents will tell the court that they are willing to assume the duties and
liabilities of a parent, and that they will love and cherish and sacrifice for the adoptive
child or chil iiiirrvgchibn ﬁo&trjhmrgwheras their
natural offspdr‘iIf1

What is a Relinquishment Of Parental Rights?

A Relinquishment of Parental Rights is an affidavit witnessed by two witnesses
and a Notary Public, wherein a parent signs away his parental rights and voluntarily gives
a statutory ground, that being the execution of the said affidavit, which will sustain a
termination order termigating agarantal relatiogshig. The Ii[q.tjshment must be
drafted pursuant to the r qur'i_nr ts 0f°th KFMQ.

What Happens If We Can't Find One or Both of The Natural Parents?

This is a frequently occurring problem in termination/adoption proceedings. As

Heegat-ormskorlexas:Com-



to living parents. In the sityatjo pagegt i n@wn, in times past the courts
often required the person SEnHWjiErWn a newspaper to the
unknown parent. Usually, this requirement was met by the posting of notice in a legal
notice type newspaper, and an attorney appointed to represent the unknown parent.

However, the legislature has amended the law by establishing a Paternity Registry

maintained by the Texas Bureau of Vital Statistics, to relieve the petitioner from service

on lleged erpindgLcetain g ceyWhighl S Ayl NRQW, eryif
theEj'msEé\deEﬂ t:Da:Qy F]e}[tg‘:{:neg QE Bdreau
of Vital Statistics. However, the legislature has required that the Petitioner obtain from
the registrar of the Paternity Registry (maintained by the Texas Bureau of Vital Statistics)
a certificate that the registrar has checked the records, and has found no one alleging to
the father of the child to be adopted. Note that an alleged father is one who alleges he is
the father of ild, o i§ alleged e thagathers Of theychi t paternity
has not been :j:‘riﬂ_n!;I'rS/ho@oQagf!&JM E N:ias Family
Code. A presumed father is the man who is married to the mother on the date the child is
conceived or born, or who is listed on the child’s birth certificate, or who has been found
by a court of competent jurisdiction, to be the parent of the child. A mother is always a
parent.

Of course, ify w the pareats o thg chid, puptleig address is unknown, they
must be served with cIHANIge Mo Mcation, you must
make a diligent effort to locate the missing parent. This effort should include searching

records, such as telephone directories, available to you, and by contacting relatives and
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retaining an expert in the figldo i ISy sawhich can be done rather
inexpensively over the inteE REM]VEX’W\ZCitaﬁon because you
cannot locate them, then you must serve the missing parent by publication. You will be
required to sign an affidavit swearing that you have made a diligent effort to locate the
parent, as well as offering testimony at the termination hearing, which should describe in
detail your efforts to locate this parent. In this situation, the court will appoint an

atto 0 reprasengthe issing pakant. QQe ofthe dyties IS n iHLRlsp bg to
you, and you are urged to cooperate with him, providing him with all of the information
you know that he might find the missing parent. Your termination/adoption will be

strengthened and made less challengeable on appeal or by other litigation, if you are able

to locate the missing parent and have them served with personal service by a process

- THISDOCUMENT

1. The first step in analyzing your client’s prospective suit for adoption is to
determine if your client has standing to pursue an adoption and/or termination.
2. Most courts require standing in suits affecting the parent-child relationship. A

suit for termination, as well as a suit for adoption are suits affecting the parent-child

relationship. T
3. 8102.003, Texas Falvi_hlﬁa Mf!‘rtg(hquug)eru standing in suits

affecting the parent-child relationship. A suit for termination, as well as a suit for

adoption are suits affecting the parent-child relationship. Note that §102.003, subdivision

egal-ormstortexase€om



control, and possession of t uld f as s gnding not more than 90 days
preceding the date of the fiIEREyIEW pursue a suit affecting the
parent-child relationship. Thus, a person seeking to adopt a child must have had
possession for at least six months and must file within 90 days from the date said

possession ends, unless he or she fits within the provisions of §102.005.

8102.005 specifically sets forth standing to request termination and adoption. It

any placement for adoption, has had actual possession and control of the child at any time
during the 30-day period preceding the filing of the petition; or an adult who is had actual
possession and control of the child for not less than 2 months during the 3 month period

preceding the filing of the petition; or another adult whom the court determines to have

5. The Te asHl ihg 02.006, Texas

Family Code. If the parent-child relationship has been terminated, an original suit may
not be filed by a former parent whose parental relationship has been terminated by court
order; the father of the child; or a family member or relative by blood, adoption, or
marriage of either a former parent whose parent-child relationship has been terminated or
of the father of the chi es itation pl e child’s managing
conservator, guardian, 0 IeEﬂANKeXc@ uof an original suit, or

if the person has a continuing right to possession or access under an existing court order.

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



snouta YR EENSH s ffrminecor

Followed by an Adoption Proceeding?
1. It should be noted that filing separate petitions for termination may be the wise
way to proceed in a termination/adoption proceeding. By filing separate petitions, the
practitioner facilitates holding a termination hearing before an adoption.

This may be considered practical because the parent who has executed an
PLEASE-DO-NOT-COPY
investigation and preparation of reports may cause the proceeding to extend past the 60
day period irrevocable period set forth in the affidavit of relinquishment.

3. There are two alternate methods of drafting the revocable clause in an affidavit of
relinquishment. They are set forth in §161.003 and §161.035, Texas Family Code. The
later section provides that the affidavit of relinquishment by law is revocable for the first
11 days aftethFHdIwae@e@e{i'rjeMlE N T

4. This method of drafting an affidavit of relinquishment is elected when the
attorney drafting the affidavit is silent as to whither or not the affidavit is revocable, or
when the attorney specifically sets forth in the affidavit that it is revocable for only the 11
days immediately following its signing, which after the expiration of said 11 days, the
affidavit is irrevocable. It may be that the later method of drafting the affidavit of
relinquishment may W;FHpAN%d’ M@Mt may be less likely to
revoke his affidavit in the first eleven days after its execution, and in that the window of

the revocable period is only 11 days in length.

If this dlle resents itself to Faractltl he should have t Clent or
c..!mﬂ% E rMSEQE J.exas. (0



PERIOD OF TIME FOR R I I ENT OF PARENTAL RIGHTS,
which form is set forth in §Eﬁiﬁy?tEWts pursuant to said
election form, the client will evidence in writing that he has been informed regarding this
dilemma, and the burden of selecting the method of drafting the affidavit of
relinquishment will be shared by the client. Neither the client nor the lawyer know what
the future holds regarding the possible revocation of an affidavit of relinquishment by a
pargat\Wwho hassigngad fiidavit gfyelipquishgent. Eith cti r
uanorLrE&,AblSEe tmgor e ,QﬁeQQETXn,
then the client participates in the decision, and the attorney discharges his responsibility
to advise and inform the client.

6. Some practitioners feel that a combined termination and adoption proceeding

should only be used in situations where a stepparent adoption is involved and the other
natural party n relinquishmept.Qf al gights, ar il ived in the
petitioner's h:rH(ings ﬁ QﬁMhMbEm:Iuand
termination. However, if the petitioner/s sign the form entitled CLIENT’S DIRECTIVE
REGARDING PERIOD OF TIME FOR REVOKING RELINQUISHMENT OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS, §1:31 above, the attorney has given the client the ability to make
an informed decision.
What Rol overngnert Aggngles Rlag Ig-Qn,Tegmination?

Government a;T:iHAm jxﬁ)eXanuman Services, may

have possession of children who may have come from abused or neglected situations. In

some situations, children may be available for placement or adoption. However, many of

megatkormskorFexas-Eom:



considered by prospective i . Ingl ngjesy government agencies may
be regularly appointed to CHHEMIV is'exPlained hereafter in more
detail.

What Are Court Appointed Social Studies?

As previously explained, social studies are required in all adoptions. However,
the Texas Legislature has changed the term or name “social study” to what is now called
a Prea pti onge S lng RepQrt a Pgst-PI doptyve fact,
the E E\éaseﬁeq[:?scz (M(Q:I: Ieﬁaﬁ]%i‘ry;ne
cases, and in all cases, at least two reports. These three (3) reports are called: (1) Health,
Social, Educational, and Genetic History Report; (2) Pre-Adoptive Home Screening
Report; and (3) Post-Placement Adoptive Report. The Health, Social, Educational, and
Genetic History Report is not required in adoptions where the adopting petitioner is a
step-parent, pagent, aR.au u byeRirth, riage, Jor ion. The
statutes gov:r-j:jdeISs mthQDLJMEZ ctive ‘and Regulatory
Services, or a licensed child placing agency, or the child’s parent or guardian shall
compile a report on the available health, social, educational, and genetic history of the

child to be adopted, if the adoption is not being pursued by a grandparent, aunt or uncle

by birth, marriage, or prior adoption, or a stepparent. However, in all cases involving an

adoption or a terminatbrNEer] a ﬁan iIRgCO er? @egjd will be appointed, a
social study (Pre-Adoptive Homé Sc m&rt afd POSt-PIax€ment Adoptive
Report) is required, and the law authorizes the court to appoint a private agency or

another person, to conduct the social study.
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In Texas, the term i vatgr, hegpegson having custody of a
child. The court is requireE po mil«gﬁe ator in all cases where the
court terminates parental rights. The appointment of the agency or person to conduct the
Pre-Adoptive Home Screening and Post-Placement Report, will be decided by the court.
Some judges will only appoint certain agencies, and others will appoint only certain
social workers, who the court feels comfortable with. In fact, the Texas Department of
Protaclive an gulato ice thaquthqrity tgRresagibe tha.quglifjcatiqng of the
perELEAﬁEchnd MOQ::ﬁaMQQP:X
work, must file with the Court a form which sets forth their respective qualifications.
Your attorney may file a motion suggesting someone to conduct the social study, but the

court will make the decision on who shall be appointed, and you will be bound by that

decision. Failure to cooperate in the social study will most likely result in the adoption

beingdeniedTHIrSre |w¢ adpption
The costs df the sbc stﬁvi ep MeMiE‘am.-ln_some

counties, where social workers are appointed, these costs may be higher than those
charged by agencies or domestic relations offices.
What Is a Guardian Ad Litem?

The law requires that a guardian ad-litem or an attorney ad-litem be appointed in
termination cases to p tand ensuregdhe adeguategrepresaqtationof the child. The
courts usually appointxtHANKeXan utlined in the Texas
Family Code. Most courts maintain a list of attorneys who they have approved as

qualifying for such service. If the child to be adopted is over the age of four (4) years

| reggt-ormstor Texas:Eom



scheduling an appointment chd m i e gaig guardian in his or her
office, or in the alternative, EZ&EMI&Wn your home. Obviously,
this person will play a big part in these proceedings, and your cooperation with this
person will facilitate the smooth presentation of your termination-adoption proceeding.

You will be required to pay the fees charged by the guardian ad-litem. Check with your

attorney for his estimate of the costs of those services, or call the guardian directly, and

"PLEASE DOQ.NOT COPY

When the social study, meaning the reports discussed hereinbefore, has been
completed, and after all other requirements have been complied with, which include
proper citation of the respondents, then the court will schedule the case for a hearing.
Usually, the evidence will be presented to the court in two stages. The first stage will be
the terminati ceedigga0d thagecgad, t ption. T, idence sdllbe presented
to the court iIHJt$pdeggpMENry rounds of
termination. In most adoption cases, this evidence is offered by you. If the respondent
parent has executed an affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights, the same will be
presented to the court for the court’s examination. The actual manner of presentation will
normally commence by your attorney calling you as a witness to establish the basis of the
termination, and after g Youptesim d all wyitiaQ decugents supporting your
testimony, then your a:j:HANKD Xn teM™fination portion of your
case, if the same has not yet been considered. Then your attorney will move to prove up

the facts supporting the adoption. He will again call the adopting parent as a witness, and

pregabormskorrexas: Gom:



adopting parent’s home for gtle i 0 iardo the adoption. The court may
waive this requirement if thEJRESZiIEWereSt of the child to do so.
Typically the attorneys will ask the adopting parent about his relationship with the
adoptive child, and if he understands the legal meaning of an adoption decree, including

the responsibility to support the child if an adoption is granted. The court will also

examine at the hearing the social study, a copy of which should have been provided to the

attoﬁ/ L%SEI;DZQ;NQJ; rtgiQAEp)rexxjsly

stated the Court likes adoptions. The Court will treat you courteously and kindly. At the

conclusion of the hearing, your attorney will present to the Court a proposed decree,
which reduces to writing the orders of termination and/or adoption. This decree will

change the name of the child to your name, and a birth certificate will be issued by the

THANK YOU
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Information & InstructiorF' ‘Aﬁ Reli Parental Rights

1. In many jurisdictions an affi ﬁf\élj EWhment of parental rights
may be used as a ground for termination. An affidavit of relinquishment of parental
rights must be signed after the birth of the child, and within a certain number of hours of

the birth of the child.

The affidavit of voluntary relinquishment of parental rights is the most common

child. The affidavit must be witnessed by 2 credible persons and verified before a person
authorized to take oaths. 8161.103, Texas Family Code, requires that the affidavit
contain:

the name, address, and age of the parent whose parental rights are being

TH IS.RQCUMENT

C. the names and addresses of the guardians of the person and estate of the
child, if any;
d. a statement that the affiant is or is not presently obligated by court order to

make payments for the support of the child;

e. a full d%rnp‘irl AN K V@Uty owned or
possessed by the child;

f. one of the following, as applicable:

(A)  the name and address of the other parent;

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



(B)  astatement lptRaWti oEeWarent have been
rt order; Or

terminated by death or cou

(C)  astatement that the child has no presumed father and that an affidavit of
status of the child has been executed as provided by this chapter;

g. a statement that the parent has been informed of parental rights and duties;

a statement that the relinquishment is revocable, that the relinquishment is

concerning the right of the parent signing the affidavit to revoke the relinquishment only
if the revocation is made before the 11th day after the date the affidavit is executed,;
J. if the relinquishment is revocable, the name and address of a person to

whom the revocation is to be delivered; and

t SOfDé (:J/MENN -
Protective and I ft dg SO in‘writing to the

designation, or a licensed child-placing agency to serve as managing conservator of the
child and the address of the person or agency.

3. It is permissible pursuant to the provisions of Texas Family Code, §161.103, to
include in an affidavit of relinquishment a waiver of process in a suit to terminate the
parent-child relations inate joined with the
petition for adoption, an alo_;[A NKnYﬁll r adoption by the
Department of Protective and Regulatory Services or by a licensed child-placing agency.

4, The law requires that the person signing an affidavit of relinquishment be given a

“L-egatFermstorbexas.Com



5. A relinquishment de'ﬁn i xag e erg of Protective and Regulatory
Services or a licensed chiId-plaHEijEWelinquishment in any other
affidavit of relinquishment is revocable unless it expressly provides that it is irrevocable
for a stated period of time not to exceed 60 days after the date of its execution. As
previously stated, a relinquishment that fails to state that the relinquishment is irrevocable
for a stated time is revocable as provided by §161.1035 (provides that an affidavit that
"PLEASE DO NOT COPY
6. The procedure for revoking a relinquishment is that a person must sign a
statement witnessed by 2 credible persons and verified before a person authorized to take
oaths. A copy of the revocation is required to be delivered to the person designated in the
affidavit. The parent is required to file a copy of the revocation with the clerk of the
court where if to terrgi h endiled op We pareatss affidadiof
relinquishm:n-],d:lli HlSasthQMthEMZK/ Code,

§161.103(q).

THANK YOU
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Information & InstructiorpRrEM/I (E fphment of Parental Rights

1. The most common ground of termination is the signing of a voluntary affidavit of
relinquishment of parental rights. The affidavit for voluntary relinquishment of parental
rights must be drafted pursuant to §161.103, Texas Family Code. An affidavit for voluntary
relinquishment of parental rights must be:

a. signed after the birth of the child, but not before 48 hours after the birth of
the child, by the parent, whether or not a minor, whose parental rights are to be
relinquished;

Pl EASEDONQT COPY

The affidavit must contain:

1) the name, address, and age of the parent whose parental rights are being
relinquished;

2 the name, age, and birth date of the child;

3) the names and addresses of the guardians of the person and estate of the
child, if any;

4) -!_stlgwlell § thL?iaQ c@ nsn}reM ﬁ)hlb;[ourt order to
make payments for the support of the child,;

(5) a full description and statement of value of all property owned or possessed
by the child;

(6) an allegation that termination of the parent-child relationship is in the best
interests of the child;

(7) one of the following, as applicable:

(A)  the name and aT HFAN K Y O U

(B)  astatement that the parental rights of the other parent have been terminated by
death or court order; or

(C)) a statement that the child has no presumed father and that an affidavit of status of
child has been l ted as provided bythis chapt
that h

LegalEormsEorTexas.com



9) a statement that the ﬁﬁ Viﬁ relinquishment is
irrevocable, or that the relinquisimeht TS frrevocall a Stattd period of time.
(10) if the relinquishment is revocable, a statement in boldfaced type concerning the

right of the parent signing the affidavit to revoke the relinquishment only if the revocation
is made before the 11" day after the date the affidavit is executed;

(11)  if the relinquishment is revocable, the name and address of a person to whom the
revocation is to be delivered; and

(12) the designation of a prospective adoptive parent, the Department of Protective and

e mex epted i 0 theagesigRaty ra
ncmm E-BOROT COPY-
of the pe

An affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights may contain:

1) a waiver of process in a suit to terminate the parent-child relationship filed
under this chapter or in a suit to terminate joined with a petition for adoption; and

@) a consent to the place of the child for adoption by the Department of
Protective and Regulatory Services or by a licensed child-placing agency.

IS BOCUMERT ™

5. The code provides for designation of a period in which the affidavit of
relinquishment is irrevocable. The statute limits that period to 60 days from the date the
affidavit is signed, unless the affidavit designates the Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services, or a licensed child-placing agency as the managing conservator, then
the affidavit is irrevocable. Note that the code in 8161.1035 provides that an affidavit can
be revocable for the first 11 days after its execution, but thereafter is irrevocable. Thus,
there is a choice for the practitioner and the client. Most often the affidavit is drafted with
the 60 day period, but one could elect the alternate choice of allowing the parent
relinquishing their rights to revoke the affidavit within an eleven day period immediately

following the date it issi , byt theregft e av e irrevocable. The latter
choice might be preferm :Ki Iéﬁ k@n parent would revoke
the affidavit in the 11 day wind gn xty™o0) days after it was
signed.

6. An affidavit of relinquishment signed naming a licensed child-placing agency as
managing conservator is irrevocable. A separate form is set out hereafter for mother

235) and for 1:237). Ifapar 0 has d an affidavit o nqwshment
-egattormsborTenas:Co
ke the vit nttot



Family Code. A form for syeh atfidavi oki idavit of relinquishment is set forth
in §1:239 following. Evgr

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



How to fill out this form:

1. This form is a MS \AB BEV I EW

2. To complete the form you must replace the variable information with you own
specific data.

3. To insert your specific information into the form search for the name of the variable
which is enclosed in [brackets].
PLEASE'DONOT COPY”
seleEETm'.

5. A dialogue box will appear on your screen. Type the left bracket symbol [ into the
dialogue box and then select “Find Next”. Your cursor will be placed at the [ symbol.

6. Now type in your specific data and replace the [ and variable name with you own

information.

For example:
F2 then type in-l,_t}leT!eI!cgnd Dt,@y@iue MOESMHIGN&CE

[Petitioner’s Name] with Jane Doe. Then repeat the process until there are no more

bracketed fields.

THANK YOU
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Form: Father’s Affidavit ﬁgwrﬁwts
Cdus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

FATHER’S AFFIDAVIT OF
EASE'DONOT COP
PLEX Y
COUNTY OF [Name of county]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, on this day personally

appeared [Father’s Name], who, was duly sworn and placed under oath, and in the presence

of the undersigned credible witnesses made the following statements:

ol LS. DOCUMEN T,

number is and my driver’s license number is

, Which license is issued by [name of State].

“l am the father of the following [child[ren]:

Name: [Child’s name]

Sex:  [Male or female]. Birth date: [Birthrate].
Birthplace: plage].

e, TEANK.Y.QU
Social Securlty er oc rity r

Name: [Child’s name]

Sex:  [Male or female]. Birth date: [Birthrate].

Birthplace:  [Birthplace].

L egal-ormsFerFexas.Com



“No person has beepoﬁdéva'ifﬁwmn of the person or estate
of the child[ren].

[or]” The guardian of the [child[ren] is [Name], who resides at [address].
“I am [am not] presently obligated by court order to make payments for support of
the [child[ren].

“A complete description of the child[ren]’s property, which is known to me,
"PIEASE DO'NOT COPY
follows:

[name of child]

[property item] [value]
[property item] [value]
[property item] [value]

“The Mother of the children is [Mother’s name].

LA DOCUMENT

, , by the Court, of [name of County], [state

or jurisdiction]. [or] The Mother’s parental rights have not previously been terminated by
any Court. [or] The Mother of the child[ren] is deceased and her parental rights are
terminated because of her death.

“l choose and t [Na er, pppi anaging Conservator of
the child[ren] upon terﬂﬁHaﬁ[ hts axgg as managing
conservator of the [child[ren]. [or] [If the child is being placed through an agency:] Itisin

the best interest of the child[ren] that the child[ren] be placed for adoption in a suitable

-egatt-armskertexas:om



Protective and Regulatory S t| n. | therefore designate
said agency to care for cthEREVIE dOption, and to be the managing
conservator of the child.]

“I have been informed that my parental rights, powers, duties, and privileges, are as

follows:

a. the right to have physical possession, to direct the moral and religious
training, and to establish the legal domicile of the [child[ren];

P|_EASE-DONOF-COPY
[chiTd[refT;

C. the duty to support the [child[ren], including providing the [child[ren] with
clothing, food, shelter, medical and dental care, and education;

d. the duty to manage the estate of the [child[ren], except when a guardian of
the estate has been appointed, including the right to act as the [child[ren]’s agent of the

[child[ren]’s estate if the [child[ren]’s action is required by a state, the United States, or a
foreign government;

he o 0 TONSEMTL0 rigo i nti Ar e-ol:orcesofthe

United States, and to medical, dental, psychiatric, psychological and surgical treatment;

g. the power to represent the [child[ren] in legal action and to make other
decisions of substantial legal significance concerning the [child[ren];

h. the power to receive and give receipt for payments for the support of the
[child[ren] and to hold or disburse any funds for the benefit of the [child[ren];

I. the right to inherit from and through the [child[ren];

J. the excEIEeirigIt ANe%nsM Mchild[ren]'s education;

k. any other rights, privileges, duties, and powers existing between a
parent and the [child[ren] by virtue of law.

and

Ifreely aI ntarily surrenderﬁnsfer g d relinquish to thagbove-named
rall ght

J=E9LEQrMSEQL.LEXAS.0m



“I fully understand that.a Jawsul begnyfi tegmipate forever the parent-child
relationship between me amEe R/EMC]H Werstand that if the Court
grants the termination, that I will legally be excluded as the parent of said [child[ren], and
that the parent-child relationship between myself and the above named [child[ren] will be

permanently ended.

“I fully understand that the termination suit may or may not be combined with a suit

“PLEASE.RQ.NOT.COPY.

no further say concerning my [child[ren], whether or not my [child[ren] is/are adopted then
or at some later time.

“I know that | have the right to appear personally before the Court, with an attorney
of my choice, to testify about my desires with respect to my [child[ren]. However, | do not
want to go to IN RErSOB\NO hgsgis edsme oraduised,m unseled me
that | do not r.:!: H)LS I aQIQO¢MMENeg | advice and
representation in this matter. However, | freely and voluntarily choose to sign this affidavit
without the advice or counsel of a lawyer. | understand the nature of these proceedings, the

consequences of this affidavit, and | wish to relinquish my rights as a parent. | want this

Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental Rights presented to the Court.

[or]
“l know that I lﬁgﬁMalﬁonXbQ& LEJCourt, with an attorney

of my choice, to testify about my desires with respect to my child. However, I do not want

to go to court in person and choose not to be represented by a lawyer. | want this Affidavit

oegal-ermsrorlexasCom



“Because | do not wanl tedastifuinyer thg Cpurt, | freely and voluntarily
waive and give up my right REJE&Z?IEWf citation, notice, and all
other process in any suit to terminate my parental rights or in any suit to terminate my
parental rights joined with a suit to adopt. [If suit to terminate has been filed, then include

the following sentence:] | know that the suit to terminate my parental rights has been filed

in cause number , how pending in the

LLEASEDONQTCOPY

“l do not want to be informed further about the lawsuit, and | waive and give up my

right to be given notice about anything going on in the lawsuit.
“| specifically agree that a final hearing in the lawsuit may be held at any time

without further notice to me. | waive and give up my right to have the official court

reporter makgTeFloulﬂSStimy Qeﬁ it.
“Furthefmdre, walttto b&mai oueMpEMd-gl:ent

terminating my parental rights and do not want to be notified of the signing, rendition, or
entry of that judgment. Therefore, | waive and give up my right to insist that those things
be done. | also consent to have any suit affecting the parent-child relationship filed or to be

filed with respect to the above-identified [child[ren] be decided by a family law master

appointed pursuant to Tﬁof ﬂe mflf{:r?t Qe
“If I am in the arfned servftes Of the United Stales a |sue, that fact in no way

has interfered with my freedom to make my decision to execute this affidavit, and insofar

as this matter is concerned, | waive all rights, privileges, and exemptions existing or that

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



may hereafter exist in my fa r Idigrg ilgrs' Civil Relief Act of 1940,
including the appointment OEB mjmmMe.

“I FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT | MAY NOT BE FURTHER INFORMED
ABOUT THE TERMINATION SUIT OR ABOUT ANY OTHER HEARING OR

PROCEEDING AFFECTING THE [CHILD OR CHILDREN] IN THIS AFFIDAVIT.

“l acknowledge and agree that termination of the parent-child relationship between

an affidavit of relinquishment may be revoked. The following paragraph sets forth the 60
day non-revocable period described in § 161.103, Texas Family Code] “I understand that |
make this termination possible by executing this affidavit. With that in mind, | KNOW
THAT THIS AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT MAY NOT BE REVOKED FOR 60
DAYS FRO D | &G I'T L F UNRERST, TH Fl
CHANGE MTIHlS\l:ﬁO‘Q ﬁumem ATOR OR

AGENCY] TO DESTROY, REVOKE, OR RETURN THIS AFFIDAVIT AND THAT I

CANNOT TAKE BACK OR UNDO THIS AFFIDAVIT IN ANY WAY DURING THIS
60-DAY PERIOD. | FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT MY PARENTAL RIGHTS
PROBABLY WILL HAVE ALREADY BEEN ENDED FOR ALL TIME BEFORE THIS
60-DAY PERIOD EX . @) R TWT T.IFMY PARENTAL
RIGHTS HAVE NOTiEiI_E[IAA W}EN{(HIS GOQLEiAIOD, THIS
AFFIDAVIT SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT UNTIL | REVOKE IT.

| FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT, AT ANY TIME UNTIL THIS AFFIDAVIT IS

Joegatkormsk-ordexas Com



[or the practitioner may ele h wipgga e Qwhich is set forth in § 161.103
and 161.1035, Texas FamilEREM!fE&Nevocable for eleven days
immediately after its signing, after which the affidavit becomes irrevocable] “l HEREBY
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT MAY BE
REVOKED BY ME BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF ELEVEN (11) DAYS
FOLLOWING THE DATE THIS AFFIDAVIT IS SIGNED BY ME. THEREAFTER, |
UN TA U S TLHA EGALI R Ty S
THAT ELEVEN DAYS AFTER | SIGN THIS RELINQUISHMENT OF MY
PARENTAL RIGHTS, THAT | WILL BE UNABLE TO REVOKE IT.

“I understand that the only manner in which this affidavit of relinquishment may be
revoked is that I must sign a statement revoking the same before two credible witnesses and
a person authagized to adgnigigter opQat opy Rf tha r i0 be delivered
to [name of mxﬁoﬂgtom\g LQLI MiEM\:]:]. I also
have been informed that if a suit to terminate my parental rights has been filed, that | must
also give a copy of such revocation to the clerk of the Court where said suit to terminate is
pending.

“I have carefully considered alternative plans for my [child[ren]'s future and have
obtained the advice of verfamily gembers, frignd her pgrsons and
professionals | feel WGIHANK@ X;Q)ru his decision is very
difficult for me to make, and under other circumstances | might have made a different

decision. Nevertheless, under the circumstances | find myself in, I have decided that |

“egatt-ormsk-orfexas:Eem



[name of adoptive parents OWF(?REW TE)We my [child[ren] for
nernt hon'e:

adoption and provide a per

“As | sign this Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental Rights, | know that [name of
adoptive parents or licensed child placing agency] in accepting my [child[ren] for adoptive
placement and assuming responsibility for my [child[ren], is relying on my promise that |

will not attempt to reclaim my [child[ren] With this in mind, | declare that I fully

undexstagd th anang glthisaffidawt ofLalinggishmgat a e figalj Jjon,in
sigr‘E .LHEA$:E thmgnimfg E\jllrjntz;g mﬁﬁzx’m
conviction that this decision is the best available alternative for my [child[ren].

“l am signing this affidavit today because | want to sign it and not because [Name

of adoptive parents] or any other person or persons want me to sign it.

“l am ready emotionally and in every other way to make the decision I am making

7 THISDOCUMENT.....

of whom is known by me to be a credible person and each of whom is present and acting as
a witness. | want them to be here and to witness my signature.
“l am also signing this affidavit before a notary public, who has asked me under

oath whether or not each and every statement in this affidavit is true and correct and has

advised me not to signJJ.[al SS 'tm
“I REALIZE TH Ti SHI ULD N I&NXSQILJVIT UNTIL | HAVE

READ AND UNDERSTOOD EACH WORD, SENTENCE, AND PARAGRAPH IN IT.

| REALIZE THAT | SHOULD NOT SIGN THIS AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT

‘regalormskorlexas:E o



CHANGE MY MIND AN IN WS Y OF MY CHILD. AT THE
TIME OF SIGNING THIS FFRWILMELINQUISHMENT OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS, | FEEL THAT | AM PHYSICALLY AND EMOTIONALLY
PREPARED TO SIGN THIS DOCUMENT. | AM NOT CURRENTLY UNDER THE

INFLUENCE OF ANY SUBSTANCE AND/OR MEDICATION THAT WOULD

AFFECT MY ABILITY TO EXECUTE THIS AFFIDAVIT.

LLEASEDQNQI.CORY,

EIGHT HOURS AFTER THE BIRTH OF THE CHILD NAMED IN THIS AFFIDAVIT.

“I hereby acknowledge receipt of a copy of this Affidavit of Relinquishment of
Parental Rights.”

Signed on

THIS DOCUMENT

[Father’s name]

WITNESSES:

[Signature of witness]
[Printed name of witness]

[Street address of witness]

THANK-¥OU

[Signature of witness]

|_egalFormskor+exas.Com



PREVIEW

VERIFICATION
STATE OF [State]
COUNTY OF [Name of county]

BEFORE ME, the undersigned notary public, on this day personally appeared

[NapoﬁrEﬂsnEhmhginN@ ! m@ﬁﬁ?
and'said e Afltan t e Nas read' the foregoing Affidavit elinquishment

of Parental Rights and that the statements contained therein are within her personal

knowledge and are true and correct.
[Name of parent signing affidavit of relinquishment]

Subscribed and sworn to before me on by [Name of

parent signing.]mﬁ, lngitnﬁﬁﬁdmmtﬁ] Rdl[pzl'med name of
witness], knowfl to'meto be ereditteana reliale witresses.

[Affidavit or Notary public seal]

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information & Instructio W\l E lingughment of Parental Rights
1. The most common ground o't nation ing of a voluntary affidavit of
relinquishment of parental rights. The affidavit for voluntary relinquishment of parental
rights must be drafted pursuant to §161.103, Texas Family Code. An affidavit for voluntary
relinquishment of parental rights must be:

a. signed after the birth of the child, but not before 48 hours after the birth of
the child, by the parent, whether or not a minor, whose parental rights are to be
relinquished;

b. witnessed by two credible persons; and
PL EASE-DO-NOF COPY

2. The affidavit must contain:

1) the name, address, and age of the parent whose parental rights are being
relinquished;

2 the name, age, and birth date of the child;

3) the names and addresses of the guardians of the person and estate of the
child, if any;

make pgznen-l‘_oylmj k,ﬁ R@@ UGM ENb ourt order to

(5) a full description and statement of value of all property owned or possessed
by the child;

(6) an allegation that termination of the parent-child relationship is in the best
interests of the child;

(7 one of the following, as applicable:

(A)  the name andaT of the ot NrK
(B)  astatement that the jarel\A ts herYﬁreQﬂ!éJeen terminated by

death or court order; or

(C)) astatement that the child has no presumed father and that an affidavit of status of
the child has been executed as provided by this chapter;

o|_egalt~ermst-orhexas:@Gom



9) a statement that the r, S re athe relinquishment is
irrevocable, or that the relin EVT period of time.

(10) if the relinquishment is revocable, a statement in boldfaced type concerning the
right of the parent signing the affidavit to revoke the relinquishment only if the revocation
is made before the 11" day after the date the affidavit is executed;

(11) if the relinquishment is revocable, the name and address of a person to whom the
revocation is to be delivered; and

(12) the designation of a prospective adoptive parent, the Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services, if the department has consented in writing to the designation, or a

“PEEASE DO'NOT COPY”

An affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights may contain:

1) a waiver of process in a suit to terminate the parent-child relationship filed
under this chapter or in a suit to terminate joined with a petition for adoption; and

2 a consent to the place of the child for adoption by the Department of
Protective and Regulatory Services or by a licensed child-placing agency.

A copy of the affidavit of relinquishment must be provided to the parent signing the

o THIS DOCUMENT

rellnqwshment is irrevocable. The statute limits that period to 60 days from the date the
affidavit is signed, unless the affidavit designates the Department of Protective and
Regulatory Services, or a licensed child-placing agency as the managing conservator, then
the affidavit is irrevocable. Note that the code in 8161.1035 provides that an affidavit can
be revocable for the first 11 days after its execution, but thereafter is irrevocable. Thus,
there is a choice for the practitioner and the client. Most often the affidavit is drafted with
the 60 day period, but one could elect the alternate choice of allowing the parent
relinquishing their rights to revoke the affidavit within an eleven day period immediately
following the date it is signed, but thereafter, the affidavit would be irrevocable. The latter
choice might be prefer the cljent fee t less | hat the parent would revoke
the affidavit in the 11 :tr. HNA MK M@ (40) days after it was

signed.

6. An affidavit of relinquishment signed naming a licensed child-placing agency as
managing conservator is irrevocable. A separate form is set out hereafter for mother
(§1 235) and for father (81:237). If a parent who has signed an affidavit of relinquishment,

r she deswe oke their affidav d they ble to do so purs to the terms
- egat-ormstorlexastiomn



Family Code. A form for syeh atfidavi oki idavit of relinquishment is set forth
in §1:239 following. Evgr

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: Mother’s Aﬁidavitﬁg]ﬁvi PEWMS
Cdus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MOTHER'S AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

"BICEASE DO NOT COPY

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, on this day personally appeared
[Mother’s Name], who, was duly sworn and placed under oath, and in the presence of the
undersigned credible witnesses made the following statements:

“My name is [Mother’s Name]. 1 am years of age. | live at: [address of

mother]. My.leiepioni rr§ri : Tial security
number is a iver’s Ifc untberis

, Which license is issued by [name of State].

“l am the mother of the following [child[ren]:

Name: [Child’s name]

Sex:  [Male or female]. Birth date: [Birthrate].
Birthplace:  [Birthplace].

Residence:  [Residence]

Social Security.jurr!bﬂ'I [WI?HV!@] U
[Chill’s A

Name:

Sex:  [Male or female]. Birth date: [Birthrate].
Birthplace:  [Birthplace].

Residence:  [Residence]

Social Security Number: [Social Security Number]

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



“No person has beepoﬁdéva'ifﬁwmn of the person or estate
of the child[ren].

[or] “The guardian of the [child[ren] is [Name], who resides at [address].
“I am [am not] presently obligated by court order to make payments for support of
the [child[ren].

“A complete description of the child[ren]’s property, which is known to me,
"PIEASE DO'NOT COPY
follows:

[name of child]

[property item] [value]
[property item] [value]
[property item] [value]

“I do not know the name of the father of the children. [or] | was not married at the
time the chil ongelvedQr bawg al e ghyd,dogs got es ather. |
have signed ::Ia:fi[;l l $ sta@fwcﬁyMEmm [ren] is [name
of alleged father]. [or] The name of the father of the children is: [name of father].

“The [Father’s name] address is:

“The father’s parental rights were terminated on the __ day of
., ,bythe Court, of [name of County], [state
or jurisdiction]. [or] T r’s pagental rights Baveiotprasoysly peen terminated by
any Court. [or] The faI%NKtXQiuby any Court, and his

parental rights have not been established by Court order nor has his parental rights been

terminated by Court order. [or] The father of the child[ren] is deceased and his parental

4-egal-ormskForTexas.Com



“I choose and appoi inged Managing Conservator of
the child[ren] upon terminatfon REW erson, as managing
conservator of the [child[ren]. [or] [If the child is being placed through an agency:] Itisin
the best interest of the child that the child be placed for adoption in a suitable home by an

agency licensed by the Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory Services to place

children for adoption. | therefore designate said agency to care for children or to place

"PLEASEDONCTCOPY.

follows:

a. the right to have physical possession, to direct the moral and religious
training, and to establish the legal domicile of the [child[ren];

b. the duty of care, control, protection, and reasonable discipline of the

[child[ren];
ut dd[real inclyding proyading t dd[ren] with
o FHIS DOCUMENT

the duty to manage the estate of the [child[ren], except when a guardian of
the estate has been appointed, including the right to act as the [child[ren]’s agent of the
[child[ren]’s estate if the [child[ren]’s action is required by a state, the United States, or a
foreign government;

e. the right to the services and earnings of the [child[ren];

f. the power to consent to marriage, to enlistment in the Armed Forces of the
United States, and to medical, dental, psychiatric, psychological and surgical treatment;

. the pow ! AMMI Yﬂl nd to make other
deC|S|ons of substantial [Bgal sighffica erfing tfe [ChHA[rem:

h. the power to receive and give receipt for payments for the support of the
[child[ren] and to hold or disburse any funds for the benefit of the [child[ren];

LegalFormskor Texas.Com



J- the exclusivepbrﬁnﬁ WTEW the [child[ren]'s education;
and

k. any other rights, privileges, duties, and powers existing between a
parent and the [child[ren] by virtue of law.

“| freely and voluntarily surrender, transfer, give and relinquish to the above-named
managing conservator all of my parental rights, powers, duties, and privileges.

“I fully understand that a lawsuit has been filed to terminate forever the parent-child
relagiagspip b enyne abgue-ngmed [chilgfr ers thatif ou
graEhLEASE Ieﬁ/ chmag :j:nt (QQ IEMd
that the parent-child relationship between myself and the above named [child[ren] will be
permanently ended.

“I fully understand that the termination suit may or may not be combined with a suit
to adopt my [child[ren].

“l'un d thageigher 0 h t terminages re ights, | have
no further samﬂjgcr:mmgmm M/a e adopted then
or at some later time.

“I know that | have the right to appear personally before the Court, with an attorney

of my choice, to testify about my desires with respect to my [child[ren]. However, | do not

want to go to court in person. | have been encouraged to seek independent legal advice. |

want this Affidavit of Re'.i.ntiuisimﬁt oerRiV@[(dj the Court.
[or]

“l know that | have the right to appear personally before the Court, with an attorney

of my choice, to testify about my desires with respect to my child. However, I do not want

ol -egat-ormskerdexas-om



Department of Protective anpegtwi tgw Affidavit for Voluntary
ights t0't OuTt.

Relinquishment of Parental

“Because | do not want to testify in person before the Court, | freely and voluntarily
waive and give up my right to the issuance, service, and return of citation, notice, and all
other process in any suit to terminate my parental rights or in any suit to terminate my
parental rights joined with a suit to adopt. [If suit to terminate has been filed, then include

PLEASE DO NOT.COPY”

in cduse

Court of [name of county], Texas. | hereby waive any right | may have to the issuance,
service, notice, and return of citation in said cause of action.
“l do not want to be informed further about the lawsuit, and | waive and give up my

right to be given notice about anything going on in the lawsuit.

“1 speaifically agree ghat afiQal ingiQ the lawsui e y time
without furtr:tZH E\S Wﬁ aQVQMMEN:EZOM
reporter make a record of the testimony in the lawsuit.

“Furthermore, | do not want to be mailed or given a copy of the judgment
terminating my parental rights and do not want to be notified of the signing, rendition, or
entry of that judgment. Therefore, | waive and give up my right to insist that those things
be done. | also conse ve anysuitaffecting thegargniaabild relationship filed or to be
filed with respect to tr?j:j;jﬁm:t[ﬁw]yeg family law master
appointed pursuant to § 201.001 of the Texas Government Code.

“If I am in the armed services of the United States at this time, that fact in no way

+|regatk-ermskortexas-Com



as this matter is concerned, iyl gights, peiwl ngexgmptions existing or that
may hereafter exist in my fa?B ESM:! ESWMI Relief Act of 1940,
including the appointment of counsel to represent me in this cause.

“I FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT | MAY NOT BE FURTHER INFORMED

ABOUT THE TERMINATION SUIT OR ABOUT ANY OTHER HEARING OR

PROCEEDING AFFECTING THE [CHILD OR CHILDREN] IN THIS AFFIDAVIT.

“lac legge e thatlergaiQatiog oft rants hi@l@s)'pbven
LLEASEDONQT

[The practitioner has 2 methods from which to chose in drafting the period in which
an affidavit of relinquishment may be revoked. The following paragraph sets forth the 60
day non-revocable period described in § 161.103, Texas Family Code] “I understand that |
make this termination possible by executing this affidavit. With that in mind, | KNOW
THAT THIS IDAYI R T Y R ED FOR 60
DAYS FROI\/IAEIE—I&[j Iér: @IﬁFﬁuMEN:TKIF I
CHANGE MY MIND, | CANNOT FORCE [THE MANAGING CONSERVATOR OR
AGENCY] TO DESTRQOY, REVOKE, OR RETURN THIS AFFIDAVIT AND THAT |
CANNOT TAKE BACK OR UNDO THIS AFFIDAVIT IN ANY WAY DURING THIS
60-DAY PERIOD. | FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT MY PARENTAL RIGHTS
PROBABLY WILL LREADY BEEN ENRQED,F L,TIME BEFORE THIS
60-DAY PERIOD E;IHANK\R TQTA,tFJMY PARENTAL
RIGHTS HAVE NOT BEEN ENDED WITHIN THIS 60-DAY PERIOD, THIS

AFFIDAVIT SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT UNTIL | REVOKE IT.

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



| FULLY UNDERSTAND Y TIJNME IL,THIS AFFIDAVIT IS
REVOKED, MY PARENTEBEAy;l eWI’ED FOR ALL TIME.

[or the practitioner may elect to use the following language (which is set forth in § 161.103
and 161.1035, Texas Family Code), which makes the affidavit revocable for eleven days

immediately after its signing, after which the affidavit becomes irrevocable] “lI HEREBY

ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT MAY BE

UNDERSTAND AND WITNESS THAT | HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT THIS

AFFIDAVIT WILL BE IRREVOCABLE BY ME FOR ANY REASON. THIS MEANS
THAT ELEVEN DAYS AFTER I SIGN THIS RELINQUISHMENT OF MY
PARENTAL RIGHTS, THAT | WILL BE UNABLE TO REVOKE IT.

“I ha fully gonsigeredaltepaativeplags forgmy [ehildlren]’ and have
obtained the :[Zj;[/rlatgr fmyggfuMENj:
professionals | feel were necessary to help me make this decision. This decision is very
difficult for me to make, and under other circumstances | might have made a different
decision. Nevertheless, under the circumstances | find myself in, I have decided that |
cannot provide properly for my [child[ren]'s physical and emotional needs, and | want
[name of adoptive par licgnsed agen y}'zdov@ctjy [child[ren] for
adoption and provide IHHAN

“As | sign this Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental Rights, | know that [name of

adoptive parents or licensed child placing agency] in accepting my [child[ren] for adoptive

bregatt-ermsHend exas om



will not attempt to reclaim cailg(r ity thisgaLiing | geclare that I fully
understand the meaning of ;EaEngnglsEWhe finality of my action in
signing it, and, understanding all this, I am signing it freely, voluntarily, and with the firm
conviction that this decision is the best available alternative for my [child[ren].

“l am signing this affidavit today because | want to sign it and not because [Name

of adoptive parents] or any other person or persons want me to sign it.
tOdE

“l am signing this affidavit in the presence of the two undersigned witnesses, each
of whom is known by me to be a credible person and each of whom is present and acting as
a witness. | want them to be here and to witness my signature.

I am also signing this affidavit before a notary public, who has asked me under oath
whether or n an sta en@h&ftajtl'iﬁ/f Eﬁu—iﬂd has advised
me not to sig:'-tjgjj i']:SreD

“l REALIZE THAT | SHOULD NOT SIGN THIS AFFIDAVIT UNTIL | HAVE
READ AND UNDERSTOOD EACH WORD, SENTENCE, AND PARAGRAPH IN IT.
| REALIZE THAT | SHOULD NOT SIGN THIS AFFIDAVIT OF RELINQUISHMENT
IF THERE IS ANY THOUGHT IN MY MIND THAT I MIGHT SOMEDAY SEEK TO
CHANGE MY MINDﬁS?K O IN CLSTODY Y CHILD. AT THE
TIME OF SIGNING THIS AF A&KLXQMNQUISHMENT OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS, | FEEL THAT | AM PHYSICALLY AND EMOTIONALLY

PREPARED TO SIGN THIS DOCUMENT. | AM NOT CURRENTLY UNDER THE

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



INFLUENCE OF ANY SU / IQN THAT WOULD
AFFECT MY ABILITY TERESZ\!\EW
“I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT | AM SIGNING THIS AFFIDAVIT FOR
VOLUNTARY RELINQUISHMENT OF PARENTAL RIGHTS MORE THAN FORTY -
EIGHT HOURS AFTER THE BIRTH OF THE CHILD NAMED IN THIS AFFIDAVIT.
“I hereby acknowledge receipt of a copy of this Affidavit of Relinquishment of

"BI’EASE DO NOT COPY

Sigrie

Signed on

Mother’s name
WITNESSES:

THISROQCUMENT

[Printed name of witness]
[Street address of witness]

[City, state, and zip code]

THANK.YOU

[Street address of witness]

[City, state, and zip code]

|_egalFormsFarTexas.Com



STATE OF [State]
COUNTY OF [Name of COLEy]R EV I EW

BEFORE ME, the undersigned notary public, on this day personally appeared
[Name of parent relinquishing rights], who, being by me duly sworn on her oath, deposed
and said that she is the Affiant and that she has read the foregoing Affidavit of

Relinquishment of Parental Rights and that the statements contained therein are within her

"PLEASE.RQ.NQT.COPY

Subscribed and sworn to before me on by [Name of

parent signing affidavit], and witnessed by [Printed name of witness] and [printed name of

witness], known to me to be credible and reliable witnesses.

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information & InstructiorPﬁaE St rﬁw
1. The affidavit of statds of"a chi required n'thechild has no presumed

father. (Texas Family Code 8161.105) It may be executed by at any time after the first
trimester of the pregnancy of the mother.

2. This affidavit must be signed by the mother, even if she is a minor, and witnessed
by 2 credible persons, and verified before an authorized to take oaths. The affidavit must
statgtlag the elS asaql begqmandied tgile ed fatbepthattleogher
and'the !ﬁgEASEttﬂeQmaNn@he awsﬁiscz or anOther
state of this nation; that paternity has not been established under the laws of any state or
nation, and contain one of the following as applicable: (A) the name and whereabouts of
a man alleged to the father; (B) the name of an alleged father and a statement that the
affiant does not know the whereabouts of the father; (C)) a statement that an alleged
father has ex an le engaf p gy ynger rd6 iform
Parentage A(:I:];I:ISt o[mi tht‘MaMrEkm:]:; chapter
and that both affidavits have been filed with the court; or (D) a statement that the name of
an alleged father is unknown.

3. 8161.105, Texas Family Code, set out the requirements for an Affidavit of Status of

Child. This affidavit is required by law if the child does not have a presumed father. The

affidavit must be: U
a. signed J;M}AMJ:)SM exlcp

b. witnessed by two credible persons; and

verified before a person authorized to take oaths.

4-Légaith@aFmsForTexas.Com



a. that the motbs ﬁaw TW the alleged father of the
child,

b. that the mother and alleged father have not attempted to marry under the
laws of this state or another state or nation;

C. that paternity has not been established under the laws of any state or nation;

PLEASE DONOQT.COPY

ii. the name of an alleged father and a statement that the Affiant does not know
the whereabouts of the father;
iii. a statement that an alleged father has executed a statement of paternity under

Chapter 160 and an affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights under this chapter and that

o THISDOCUMENT

5. The affidavit of status of child may be executed at any time after the first trimester of

the pregnancy of the mother.

THANK YOU
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Form: Affidavit of Status PR
SREVIEVY,

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' __ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PLEASE' DO NOT COPY

COUNTY OF [Name of county]

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, in the presence of the two undersigned
credible witnesses, on this date personally appeared [Natural mother's name], who being by
me first duly sworn and placed upon her oath to tell the truth, stated and deposed that she is
the natural b| hil proceeding
and that she is ];lwl S{ Q@Q UMQENQJZT““M with
the matter and facts herein stated; and that the facts stated in this affidavit are true and
correct. Affiant further states:

“My name is [Name] and | am the natural mother of [Child's name]. | live at
[residence of mother].

“The child washrun[;‘) E: N i‘%le %:tlj The child was born

in [City, county & state].

[or]

“My name is [Name] and | am the expectant mother of a child that I believe will be

+-egatermskerTexas.Com



“I have passed my fi PrFétE VIE
“l am not now nor have | &ve marri Wof the child. We have not

attempted to marry under the laws of any state or nation. We are not common law spouses
of each other.
“I was not married to any man at the time of conception or during my pregnancy.

“Paternity of the child has therefore not been established under any of the laws of

"PT'"EASE DO NOT COPY
[or]
“I believe the father of the child to be [Name and last known address] or [l do not

know where his last known address is.]

[or]

“The father of the child is [Name and last known address]. He has signed a
statement of ity ur[uSto ﬁ e ngcjmmgj:d an
Affidavit of F:mﬂ ntof pa aIQ[s the*Texas'F ode. Both affidavits

are being or have been filed with the court in this proceeding.

[or]
“l do not know the identity of the probable father of the child.
[or]
“The name of Melmtiirﬁrm Ff{nové
U
[Mother’s name]
WITNESSES:

[Signaguka of witn

LegalFormsSEQr.Lexas.Com



PREVIEW

[Signature of witness]

[Printed name of witness]

[Street address of witness]

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

STATE OF [State]
COUNTY OF [Name of county]
BEFORE ME, the undersigned notary public, on this day personally appeared

[mother’s name], who, being by me duly sworn on her oath, deposed and said that she is the
Affiant and tT] hai TSE :Jjﬂ IQ/L:T tu fﬁlm the
statements containéd tifertin‘afe n ersoha OM are tfue and correct.

[Name of Mother signing affidavit]

Subscribed and sworn to before me on [date of execution] by [Name of Mother], and

witnessed by [printed name of witness] and [printed name of witness], known to me to be

credible and reliable wFrFssH AN K YO U

[Affidavit or Notary public seal]

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com




Information & Instructionsa i nt of ity, istry Certificate

1. If the affidavit of stE R;EM\idMapter states that if the
father of the child is unknown and no probable father is known, a certificate from the
bureau of vital statistics signed by the registrar that a diligent search has been made of the
paternity registry maintained by the bureau of vital statistics and a registration has not
been found pertaining to the father of the child in question must be filed before the
terrﬁt'ntr' ay be el e apily Cogde £16042128160,422;

2. I[WEASWEeﬂ Qabmhgﬁfbegegaﬁzyed
with citation or signed a waiver, an affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights, or
affidavit of waiver of interest, then a like certificate must be obtained as above stated

from the bureau of vital statistics indicating that a diligent search was made by the

paternity registrar and no registration has been found.

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Information & Instructiorﬁﬁﬁ{y‘nﬁwwl Rights Required

Prior to an Adoption
1. This form may be used to terminate the rights of a parent from his or her child.
2. In all adoption proceeding, the attorney should file with the clerk of the Court a

Bureau of Vital Statistics form. Certificate of Adoption (VS-160 REV 9/96). This form

should be filed with the adoption decree.

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Form: Petition for TermiﬁiRﬁVQitﬁW Prior to an Adoption
Caus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORIGINAL PETITION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

PLEASE.RQONOT.CORY.

level pursuant to Rule 190 of The Texas Rules of Civil Procedure under which discovery
should be conducted.
2. PETITIONERS

2.1  Thissuit is brought by [Names of petitioner’s], herein referred to as Petitioners.

o oIS DOCUMENT. ..,

county, state]. [or] Petitioner [name of mother] is the mother of the child and Petitioner
[name of mother’s current husband] is the step-father of the child.
[or]  Petitioner/s [is or are not] related to the child[ren] who is the subject of this suit.

[add if applicable] Petitioner [name of Petitioner] is the [relationship of Petitioner] of the

child[ren] the subject Q’-Imril O U

3.1  This Court has exclusive jurisdiction over the child, who is the subject of this suit,

because the child [Choose] [the child has been the subject of prior proceedings in this

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



Court] or [the child currentlﬁﬁ Wreéi\h}\eietitioners since [Date], in

this County.

3.2 No other Court has continuing jurisdiction of this suit or of the child who is the
subject of this suit.

3.3 There are no court-ordered relationships for support, custody or other matters

affecting the child[ren] the subject of this adoption.

proceedings, and has named the following persons in prior proceedings as conservators of
the child[ren] or as persons having access to the child[ren]:

[Managing conservator’ name]

[Possessory conservator’s name]

[Joint manag

[Joint manag ng cdns vltg ﬁOC U I\/I E NT

[Person granted access to the child by court order]

3.4 Pursuant to §152.209 of the Texas Family Code, attached to this Petition is an

affidavit marked as “Exhibit B” and made a part hereof for all purposes.

CHILD[REN]
4.1  Petitioners WOMT?HAN\R f@e@ Uyect of this proceeding
[is/are]:
Name:

Date of Birth:

P'LqegalEelcmsE@ﬂi@easQem




T T PREVIEW

Social Security Number:

Driver's License Number:

PLEASE RO.NOQI COPY

Natural Father of the Child

[If the presumed or alleged father has signed affidavit of relinquishment] The father of
the child has signed or will sign an affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights, and has

waived service of process.

[or] [If the f I3 a Rresupagd ogdagalfythe father oft ld be served
with citationﬁﬁISoca@QrgmMsEMde], or at his
place of employment, located at: [Name of employer, street address, city, state and zip
code].

[or] [If the child does not have a presumed father] The child is not the legitimate child of
any man. An affidavit of status, executed by the [Natural mother's name], is or will be
filed herein.

[or] The Whereabouts];m&t, mt&aﬂxigrun to Petitioners. A
sworn affidavit verifying the fact that Petitioner’s do not know the whereabouts of the

said Father, is filed herewith, and citation by publication should be issued pursuant to

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



law, and an attorney ad-liteﬁ) ﬁeﬁviisiEWould be appointed by this

Court.
[or] The man alleged in such affidavit to be the father or probable father is [Natural

father's name], who is approximately years of age and resides at:

Notieg of the ogredjagsshaul Se onpsal e e ghQueaddr,

[or ED!MEAOSEG magl iMQ ihﬁnﬁoﬁ Y
whereabouts of the biological father.

The affidavit of status filed herein executed by the mother of the child indicates that the

identity of the father of the child is unknown.

[or] [Father’s name], Respondent herein, has filed a notice of intent to claim paternity

by registeringaaithy the patepaity registryndesQf the pli 1 [.Elal.her’s name]
has providedgt:tuwl;jr\lwsthemog QeuM:E/me], where he
should be served with citation herein.

Mother of the Subject Child

The mother of the child is a Petitioner in this cause of action.

[or]  The natural mother has signed a Relinquishment of her Parental Rights and has

waived her right to semjca.
[or]  The whereabout oflElvﬁrM!gld XKQnuetitionerlPetitioners.

Attached to this petition is an affidavit of Petitioner/Petitioners verifying that the

whereabouts of the mother of the child is unknown. Consequently, petitioners request

Jraga-ormskor T exas.Com



[or]  The mother of the c)ﬁ[ﬁ Evi E\Wlon herein at the following

address:
[Address of biological mother of the child]
Other Persons Entitled to Service of Citation

Name:

Street address:

Reldtion Id:

Name: [Mother of the children]

Street address:

Relationship to child:

Name: TIIISEjjl'[ 1E[|T

Street address:

Relationship to child:

Process should be served on said persons at the respective address listed above.

PROPERTY

6.1  No property ISTT—I § m K vaubject of this suit.

[or]

The following property is owned or possessed by the child the subject of this suit:

1 egalFormsForTexas.Com




REVIEW
7.1 Petitioner’s would SBV he that t inatich of the parent-child

relationship between [Child's name] and the [Parent's name] is in the best interest of the
child, and such termination is requested.
7.2 Petitioner/s would show the Court that the termination of the parent-child

relationship between [child's name] and the [Parent's name] is in the best interest of the

"PLEASEDO.NOT. COPY

[SELECT THE APPLICABLE GROUNDS FOR TERMINATION PURSUANT
TO THE FACTS BEFORE THE COURT IN THIS CASE:]

(A)  voluntarily left the child alone or in the possession of another not the parent and
expressed an intent not to return;

(B)  voluntarily left the child alone or in the possession of another not the parent without

expressing an.d togregrp-WVithayt ppaddigagor the adeq o, child, and
remained awa;ro;Hﬂi'a@tlt onthU EN

(C)) voluntarily left the child alone or in the possession of another without providing
adequate support of the child and remained away for a period of at least six months;

(D)  knowingly placed or knowingly allowed the child to remain in conditions or
surroundings which endanger the physical or emotional well-being of the child;

(E)  engaged in conduct or knowingly placed the child with persons who engaged in
conduct which endangers the physical or emotional well-being of the child;

(F)  failed to suppo hild ingaccgrdangce withghe t’g ability during a period of
one year ending within g ﬁwwe i) g@wﬁon;
(G)  abandoned the child without identifying the child or furnishing means of

identification, and the child’s identity cannot be ascertained by the exercise of reasonable
diligence;

(H voluntarily, ith knowledge o pregn abandoned the er of the
olreaal-apmef-orfexasiom
birtT fa ide adequadte Su of mediCar car€ fo dbrity the’peribdof



abandonment before the birthQf i d rerpaj pg{t fgom the child or failed to
support the child since the bj, VT W

0] contumaciously refused to submit to a reasonable and lawful order of a court under
Subchapter D, Chapter 261 [Investigation of Report of Child Abuse or Neglect];

) been the major cause of:

0] the failure of the child to be enrolled in school as required by the Education Code;
or

(i) the child’s absence from the child’s home without the consent of the parents or

guaﬁn i EﬁgEOfﬁwho \ eQHTeuC;
(K) eL'Eu fore Ora he isTHeEd arl urfreVoked Or irre alQﬁg/X
relinquishment of parental rights as provided by this chapter;

(L)  been convicted or has been placed on community supervision, including deferred
adjudication community supervision, for being criminally responsible for the death or
serious injury of a child under the following sections of the Penal Code or adjudicated
under Title 3 for conduct that caused the death or serious injury of a child and that would
constitute a violation of one of the following Penal Code sections:

0) § 19.02 (murder);

¢ THESBOCUMENT

(V) § 22.01 (assault);

(vi)  §22.011 (sexual assault);

(vii)  822.02 (aggravated assault);

(viii) 822.021 (aggravated sexual assault);

(ix)  822.04 (injury to a child, elderly individual, or disabled individual);
(x) § 22.041 (abandoning or endangering a child);

(xi)  §25.02 (prohibited sexual contact);

(xii)  843.25 (sexual performance by a child); and

(xiii)  §43.26 (possession or promotion of child pornography);

(M)  had his or her mFtHdANﬁmir% rLsﬁt to another child
based on a finding that tfe parerft®s cohduct was t violatiom™ gt Pardagraph (D) or (E) or

substantially equivalent provisions of the law of another state;

(N)  constructively abandoned the child who has been in the permanent or temporary
managing conservatorship of the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services or an

TegalFormsForTexas.Com



0] the department or authQrizad a hag rga sogable efforts to return the child
to the parent; E\Z‘

(i) the parent has not reqularty Visttedt or maifit niticant contact with the child,
and

(iif)  the parent has demonstrated an inability to provide the child with a safe
environment;

(O) failed to comply with the provisions of a court order that specifically established the
actions necessary for the parent to obtain the return of the child who has been in the
permanent or temporary managing conservatorship of the Department of Protective and

Regulatory Services for not less than nine months as a result of the child’s removal from
the parent under Chapter 262 [Procedures in Suit by Governmental Entity] for the abuse or

negﬁ thEd;

~PLEASE.DO NOT.COPY,
a manner that endangered the health and safety of the child, and:

(M failed to complete a court-ordered substance abuse treatment program; or

(i) after completion of a court-ordered substance abuse treatment program, continued
to abuse a controlled substance;

(Q)  knowingly engaged in criminal conduct that has resulted in the parent’s:

(M conviction of an offense; and

(i) confi t oringprisgnmgait andJdpahility Jo care for, ild forat.less than two
years from the iat%d-lilrivgg @ ' | M I

® been the cause of the child being born addicted to alcohol or a controlled substance,
other than a controlled substance legally obtained by prescription, as defined by §261.001;

or

(S)  voluntarily delivered the child to a designated emergency infant care provider under
§262.302 without expressing an intent to return for the child; and

[or]  The parent-child relationship between the child and the alleged biological

father does not exist ir\THfaa IQs i KesV@‘ tjhild that the Court so
decree, and such finding'and deCr€e a M tech
If any parent-child relationship does exist, has ever existed, or could ever

exist between the father or probable father and the child, which is not admitted but which is

J=ggal-ormst-orfexas-Eom



termination is requested. A0 , patitionegsu llagegthat the father or probable
father has voluntarily, and \E RIEMLEW;M%M the child's mother
beginning at a time during her pregnancy with the child and continuing through the birth,
failed to provide adequate support or medical care for the mother during the period of

abandonment before the birth of the child, and remained apart from the child or failed to

support the child since birth.

hasEerL\'t to Si theenildtfe Texas Farmly Code. Sad ral father has

not sought to exercise said right after being served with citation of service of this
proceeding. Accordingly, he has failed to exercise his rights under the Texas Family Code
and he has therefore waived said rights. After service of citation of this proceeding,

petitioners request that rights to legitimize the child be terminated because he has failed to

" THISDOCUMENT

8.1  Petitioner/Petitioners would show the Court that a Waiver of Interest and [or]

Relinquishment of Parental Rights executed by [Name of Father], the father [and/or]
mother of the child, has been or will be on file with this Court by the time this case is

heard.

9.1 [ifinthe termiIiorl pridﬁw , tTNe"Colrt will ap ntuanaging conservator,

then a social study (Pre-Adoptive Home Screening Report and Post-Placement Adoptive

Report) is required.]

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



9.2 Petitioners further reguestdile to i igvegtigator to make and
prepare a Pre-Adoptive HOGESKERM r:ESMcement Adoptive Report
into the circumstances and condition of the child, and the Petitioners, as required by
Sections 107.051 through 107.056, Texas Family Code, and that the Court assess the fee

or costs thereof to Petitioners.

AD LITEM

10.

10. Ly Pectiti reguesiitha.Cou figdghat ghe gnjates the JLQQildientyil b
repEn[nmsFEonﬁn enMQtj;itiﬁQE;Y
request that the appointment of a Guardian Ad-Litem be waived.
[or]  Petitioners request the court appoint a guardian Ad Litem or an attorney Ad Litem
to protect the interests of the minor child, should the Court determine that such would be
in the best interest of the child. In the event any Respondent named hereinbefore should
be served withugitation b licgtiQn, Payjtiguay/Retitigaer that ttorney ad-
litem be app:iaI:jto_lJeSt aﬁe@dﬁeudmgm;ﬁcaﬁon.

11. INHERITANCE RIGHTS
11.1 Itisin the best interest of the Child that the Court terminate the right of [Name of

the child], to inherit from and through [terminated parent or parents’ name], and such

termination is requested. [Such a provision as this denies the child the right to inherit

from the terminated pa:jnl]_l
11.2  Unless the Court'specif Aemjege rigYchM to inherit from his

natural parents, the child retains that right even though the parental rights of the parent

are terminated. This provision may well deprive the child of benefits that could accrue to

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



the child from the wrongful ﬁwledgwocial security benefits, and
S.]

is difficult to justify in most cas
12. ATTORNEY'S FEES

12.1 Petitioner’s has/have retained the undersigned attorney, to wit: [Name of attorney
for Petitioner], and Petitioners request that Respondent should be ordered to pay a
reasonable attorney's fee, and a judgment should be rendered in favor of said attorney
agaj esp Nteor, Jat tergagjvesych reaspn ey, edoﬁb?(ed
as cELEAoﬁEaion t?[e\[ﬁgn d attoCY‘;y.

13. SEALING OF RECORDS
13.1  Petitioner/Petitioners, pursuant to the provisions of § 161.210, do hereby request

the Court to order the sealing of the file and the minutes of the Court.

PRAYER

Petiti Retiyogerspra t gRliop.igsye quige Wt
Respondents n mJ(E!rjnSat ﬁs@sﬁeg M, Etmz:’:ﬁissue its
orders in accordance with allegations in this Petition, that the Court grant a Termination
of [Person's or persons’ name or names] parental rights, that the parent-child relationship

between [Name of parent or parents who rights terminated] and the child[ren], [Name’s

of child[ren], on final hearing, and to grant any other relief sought in the interests of

justice and equity.
Petitioners pray for atto]r-\er f!e& Mrt&. Peﬁo@pLJfor general relief.

Respectfully Submitted,

Law firm name]

LegalFormsForTéxas.Com
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togney’s name]
P R EV I EWey’s address]
elCphone & facsimile number]
State Bar Number

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & Instructionpﬁrwi LI%E‘g?Serent of Ad Litems
1. The following motion arld ay b to"have an Guardian Ad-Litem or
Attorney Ad-Litem for the child appointed, when such appointment is required by the Court,

or when the practitioner feels that the appointment of a Guardian Ad-Litem or Attorney Ad-

Litem would strengthen the termination-adoption process.

2. An attorney acting as a Guardian Ad Litem may place the termination-adoption on a
MOrg=Sohd f tign, uarﬁ bas mcﬁ&f_ey@r CjzﬁtVing
aﬂeEe L:Ea ts E

3. An attorney who is appointed to represent the children may prefer to be named a

Guardian Ad-Litem for liability reasons, as the code specifically provides for immunity to
the Guardian Ad-Litem when he or she makes a recommendation to the Court. See

§107.003, Texas Family Code.

4. A Guardian Ag-Litepadi frgman Afjogney Ad-Latemadn tha rdian acts in
the best interIH1h$, aDsQnQnLﬂ!MYENﬁa not always be
consistent with the wishes of the child. An Attorney Ad-Litem listens to the child’s wishes

and acts as the child’s advocate.

THANK YOU
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Form: Motion for Appoinﬁrﬂﬁvf-gw
Caus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MOTION FOR APPOINTMENT OF AN GUARDIAN AD LITEM

[thiiﬁoj:n-rg)eAwgsEap;Dﬁ C’cusNr ojﬂornét'?e 'f,?ed]
, the Petitione ’Qa es of et rEby nd

through their attorney make this Motion for Appointment of an Guardian Ad Litem [or

Amicus Attorney or Attorney Ad-Litem], who shall perform the duties and have the
powers as set forth in [State statute or code] and shall assist the Court to determine the

best interest of the [child[ren] in the above entitled and numbered cause.

THIS DOCU MEN-:T=

[Law firm name]

By
[Attorney’s name]

[Attorney’s address]

[Telephone & facsimile number]
State Bar Number

THANK YOU
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Form: For Appointment oﬁuﬁwi, EiWorney, or Attorney Ad-

Litem for Child

Cause Number

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' __ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PLEASEDONOT-COPY

, the foregoing Motion for Appointment of a

[Guardian Ad-Litem, Amicus Attorney or Attorney] Ad Litem to represent the interest of
[the child[ren], natural parent or other party] in this cause was presented to the Court.

The Court finds there is need to appoint a [Guardian Ad-Litem or Amicus
Attorney or Attorney Ad Litem] , and the Court appoints [Guardian Ad-Litem’s, Amicus
Attorney’s, or-FﬂH I@e@t@)r@\MtEch [the
child[ren], natural parent or other party in this cause.

This appointment shall be effective immediately and shall remain in effect during
the pendency of this matter or until further action of the Court.

Signed on

THANK:YOU

APPROVED AND CONSENTED TO AS TO BOTH FORM AND SUBSTANCE:

egalFormskForTexas.Com




[City, [State] Zip code]
et PREVIEW

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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Information & InStrUCtiOPCRE;\F)?IEW
1. In many terminatioh/addpti atfons, or'm0Ore of the parents cannot be

located. In cases, where the parent is a presumed parent, such as a former husband, or a
man who has been adjudicated the parent of the child, and his address is unknown and he
cannot be located after a diligent effort to find him has been attempted, then he should be

served by publication.

2. I§ the gaissing p is.an edagrenty th ouldcargtyll lew, the
TexB:jﬂmEAhSErotj;s@in ituati v’-‘\:!:7 thgerE:Xnot
been adjudicated to be a parent, or is unknown, then citation by publication is not
required. In times past lawyers have served the unknown parent by publication.

3. This procedure is not required by the family code, but it will be necessary to

obtain from the Texas Bureau of Vital Statistics Paternity Registry a certificate from the

registrar indTﬂHlnS:atE?haeﬁr d ywigh t eﬁﬂfistry. This
certificate must be™fil i e Papersth rnL‘!ti nfado prdceeding.

THANK YOU
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Form: Affidavit for Citatiﬁgm I EW
Cdus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

AFFIDAVIT FOR CITATION BY PUBLICATION

"BI'EASE DO NOT COPY

BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, on this day personally appeared
[Names of petitioner’s], who are known to me personally, and who, having been by me first
duly sworn, upon oath stated:

“My name is [Names of Petitioner’s]. | am one of the Petitioners, in the above

entitled and ed ISan&sc@ﬁﬁWo@ﬁﬁTﬁidwit and |
have personal khowle e fatrStatetrheretr.

“l am the [father/mother/guardian] of said child.
“l have made a diligent search to locate the natural parent of the child who is the
subject of this proceeding which has not signed an Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental

Rights. | have performed the following in an attempt to locate [Missing Parent's Name].

R - mmt?ww
“Despite exercisihg due Qifigerice, e Mot been abte to Totate the whereabouts of

said [Name]. | believe that said person is a transient person and absent from this state. | do

not believe that said person now resides in [State]. | have been unable to locate the current

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



business or residence addresp F?pﬁ\F/TPEWperson IS not a member of
d States”

the armed forces of the Unit

Petitioner

idadt opotary publisge
PLEASE'DUNOGT coPY
Information & Instructions: Service of Citation by Publication
1. 8102.010 of the Texas Family Code states:

(a) Citation may be served by publication as in other civil cases to persons entitled
to service of citation who cannot be notified by personal service or registered or certified
mail and to persons whose names are unknown.

o TS DOCINHENT -
entitled to service of citation is unknown, the notice to be published shall be addressed to
"All Whom It May Concern." One or more causes to be heard on a certain day may be
included in one notice and hearings may be continued from time to time without further
notice.

Form: Service of Citation by Publication
sareorisas THANK YOU
To [Names of persons to be served with citation] and to all whom it may concern

[if the name of any person to be served with citation is unknown], Respondent(s),

|_egalFormsForTexas.Com



"You have been SUPREWtEWIf you or your attorney do
(does) not file a written answer” w clerk sted this citation by [Deadline to

answer], a default judgment may be taken against you.

The petition of , Petitioner, was filed in the Court of
County, [State], on , against [Respondent’s name] |,
Respondent(s), which cause of action is numbered , and entitled

PLEASE, DO NOT.COPY..
(stateme re eth e.g., rermitdie the paremt=chilll relathshn). The date and

place of birth of the child (children) who is (are) the subject of the suit:

"The court has authority in this suit to render an order in the child's (children's)

interest that will be binding on you, including the termination of the parent-child

relationship, TdErIaSn ﬁtﬁ@ Qamtrﬁtmaiﬁservator with
authority to cofisertt to't d'scenil 's) adoption.

"Issued and given under my hand and seal of the Court at :

[State], on

Clerk of the District Court of

[Name of County] County, [State].

THANK YO
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Form: Order Granting Tﬂgﬁv‘(aﬁw
Caus e

IN THE INTEREST OF: ' IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
[CHILD'S NAME], ' [COUNTY NAME], TEXAS
[A CHILD] ' JUDICIAL DISTRICT

ORDER GRANTING TERMINATION OF

PLLEASE DO NOT COPY

On the day of ,20 , came on to be

considered the Petition for Termination filed by Petitioner/s herein, and this cause was
heard by the Court.

Appearances of Parties and Ad Litems Appointed by the Court

PetitiQTHrIsSPeﬁn@agaw ers, nE N.Qi.atorney of
record, [name Jf Petitforier/$*attdrmey] afd anrou edM rlal.

Respondent, [name of Respondent], although duly served with citation herein, did
not appear and wholly made default. [or] Respondent, [name of Respondent], waived
issuance of citation by Affidavit of Relinquishment of Parental Rights, as well as notice
of this hearing, which was filed herein, and did not appear in person. [or] Respondent,
[name of Respondent] reg ingoersonagnd throygh tﬁﬂecord, [name of
Respondent’s attorneyI:HANK trY‘

Also appearing was [Guardian Ad Litem's name], appointed by the Court as

guardian Ad Litem of the child the subject of this suit. Also appearing was [name of
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attorney ad litem for parent gagv icatjog], inted by the Court as Attorney
Ad Litem for [Respondent'El RENMOI WOH by publication.
Jurisdiction
The Court, after examining the record and hearing the evidence and argument of

counsel, finds that it has jurisdiction of this case and of all the parties and that no other

court has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction of this case. All persons entitled to citation

"BI'EASE DO NOT COPY

A jury was waived, and all questions of fact and of law were submitted to the
Court.
Hearing Record

A record of testimony was duly recorded by the court reporter assigned to this

" W EHIS DOCUMENT

The Court finds that the following child[ren] is/are the subject of this suit:
NAME OF CHILD:
AGE OF CHILD: SEX OF CHILD:

BIRTH DATE: BIRTHPLACE:

SOCIAL SECTHJAN K YO U
DRIVER’S LICENSE NUMBER: ISSUING STATE:

NAME OF CHILD:

AGE OF CHILD: SEX OF CHILD:

|_egatF-ormsForzFexas.Com



SOCIAL SECURITP%ZEV I EW
DRIVER’S LICENSE N . ISSUING STATE:

Termination
The Court finds by clear and convincing evidence that [Respondent's Full Name]
has:

voluntarily left the child alone or in the possession of another not the parent and

"PLEASE.DO.NOT.COPY

without expressing an intent to return, without providing for the adequate support of the
child, and remained away for a period of at least three months;
voluntarily left the child alone or in the possession of another without providing
adequate support of the child and remained away for a period of at least six months;
knowi lageq opknowingly allo the child togegaaingdn itions or
surroundingsﬁﬂlﬁhﬂs@ﬁoﬂl&dﬁmmd;
engaged in conduct or knowingly placed the child with persons who engaged in
conduct which endangers the physical or emotional well-being of the child;

failed to support the child in accordance with the parent's ability during a period

of one year ending within six months of the date of the filing of the petition;

abandoned the.ghildwithouk identifyi e ghil rpishing means of
identification, and the.j:j id M‘)Kcmgt exercise of reasonable
diligence;

voluntarily, and with knowledge of the pregnancy, abandoned the mother of the

legatl-ormskortexas:Com:



birth, failed to provide adeqgate meglica fog the mother during the period
of abandonment before theﬁhHEiMj r mrt from the child or failed
to support the child since the birth;

contumaciously refused to submit to a reasonable and lawful order of a court
under Chapter 264;

been the major cause of: (1) the failure of the child to be enrolled in school as
requiced by thaEdugati ; oy thaaghildss aps theaQilg. ithput
the ESLDEAWSEM mo ubMamgj:‘ tigrQPXent
to return;

executed before or after the suit is filed an unrevoked or irrevocable affidavit of
relinquishment of parental rights as provided by the Texas Family Code;

been convicted or has been placed on community supervision, including deferred
adjudication unigy suparvisia, foehei rgni r ile death or
serious injurm [nStthgﬂmmjudicated
under Title 3 for conduct that caused the death or serious injury of a child and that would
constitute a violation of one of the following Penal Code sections:

(i) § 19.02 (murder);

(ii) § 19.03 (capital murder);

(iii) § 21.11 (imr oy ;&N)

(iv) § 22.01 (ass ultH K YO U
(v) § 22.011 (sexual assault);

(vi) 8§ 22.02 (aggravated assault);
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(viii) § 22.04 (injur:paﬁEVrjiE)Wsabled individual);
(ix) § 22.041 (abandoning o ngering ¢ ;

(x) 8 25.02 (prohibited sexual conduct);
(xi) § 43.25 (sexual performance by a child); and
(xii) 8 43.26 (possession or promotion of child pornography);

had his or her parent-child relationship terminated with respect to another child

bas a finding that t'sqad asgn yigjalo a@pCS)p()Vt
SubELEAﬁEHSQQO(aNWtQI

constructively abandoned the child who has been in the permanent or temporary
managing conservatorship of the Department of Protective and Regulatory Services or an
authorized agency for not less than six months, and: (I) the department or authorized
agency has made reasonable efforts to return the child to the parent; (ii) the parent has not
regularly visi maintaipad sigayficgat coptactwi e cghild, (Q.‘ha parent has
demonstratejjjt\rtgovmhgIglthtajaMi E’m

failed to comply with the provisions of a court order that specifically established
the actions necessary for the parent to obtain the return of the child who has been in the

permanent or temporary managing conservatorship of the Department of Protective and

Regulatory Services for not less than nine months as a result of the child's removal from

the parent under ChapTT_fc[ tﬁ am nggleq o t@]itg
used a controlled suBstahCe, aS te KCh ter =81, Mealth and Safety Code:

() in a manner that endangered the health or safety of the child, and failed to complete a

court-ordered substance abuse treatment program; or (ii) repeatedly, after completion of a
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court-ordered substance treiﬁeﬁ(ﬁvrgwmngered the health or

safety of the child;

knowingly engaged in criminal conduct that results in the parent's imprisonment
and inability to care for the child for not less than two years from the date of filing the
petition;

been the cause of the child being born addicted to alcohol or a controlled
sub , Otharthag a cagtealled tacjlegﬂlo@ed.ry p@i@, ﬁimvmd
by 261MEA<SEy m;

voluntarily left the child with an Emergency Medical Services Provider without
expressing an intent to return.]

[if applicable: ]

executed an unrevoked or irrevocable affidavit of relinquishment of parental

I THIS DOCOMENT”

relinquishment®is

[or]
The child subject of this proceeding has no living parents. or The names and

addresses of the birth parents of the child are unknown.

[or]

The parent-chi Iatiogship between the chjld gngdhe alleged biological father
does not exist in law onHIAMKtere of@cmhat the Court so
decree, and such finding and decree are requested.

[or]
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If any parent-child rglagi i ex4s ergxisted, or could ever exist
between the father or probaEfR EMILEC\Mt admitted but which is
denied, it is in the best interest of the child that such relationship be terminated, and such
termination is requested. As grounds, Petitioners further allege that the father or probable
father has voluntarily, and with knowledge of the pregnancy, abandoned the child's
mother beginning at a time during her pregnancy with the child and continuing through
the pigthgfail PROVigaa at pgetor redic r th t dnp rg‘the,
period OLMEASEG mg?e C’Mammedgm he child or
failed to support the child since birth.

[or]

If applicable The natural father of the child, who is the subject of this suit, has the
right to seek to legitimize the child the Texas Family Code. Said natural father has not
sought to exexgise said ri erghain \/ ith citationofsaLvice IS proceeding.
Accordinglymﬂllgea mgﬁm MEaN:[:e and he has
therefore waived said rights. After service of citation of this proceeding, petitioners
request that rights to legitimize the child be terminated because he has failed to file a
petition or take any action to preserve said rights.

[If applicable: statement regarding paternity registry:]

[Father’s Nam filgd agpotice pfdntgnt tg clai ternity by registering with
the paternity registry L:F;HANK 1Xf§TLJS Family Code.

[Father’s Name] has provided the registry with the following address: [address,

city, state].
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The Court also find nvjngi {depcegthat termination of the
parent-child relationship beﬁeﬁemlﬁz)/e]\!nd the child the subject of
this suit is in the best interest of the child.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED and DECREED that the parent-child relationship

between [Respondent's Full Name] and the child[ren] the subject of this suit is

terminated.

PLEASE DQNOT.CORY

verified allegation or statement regarding compliance with the Interstate Compact on the
Placement of Children as required by §162.002 of the Texas Family Code.

Guardian Ad-Litem’s Fees [Attorney Ad-Litem’s Fees]

IT IS ORDERED that good cause exists to award [Client's Attorney] a judgment
of $S[Amount rngy Jfees] fordagal sagvi d ingelationto ild and as
Guardian AdIrHttlrS AQeQQMMELN:I of child
support, with interest at [interest rate] percent per year compounded annually from the
date the judgment is signed until paid. The judgment, for which let execution issue, is
awarded against [Respondent's Full Name], Respondent.

These fees are taxed as costs, and [Respondent's Full Name], Respondent is
ORDERED to pay th [Guakdi itgm'sgnage shy cashier's check, or
money order on or beZtHANZKTJX\Qm'S name] may enforce
this order for fees in his own name.

IT IS ORDERED that costs of court are to be borne by the party who incurred
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IT ISORDERED thﬁlﬁeEVCIdEW’ including the minutes of

the Court, be sealed.
All relief requested in this case and not expressly granted is denied.

Signed on

PLEASE.DONOT.COPY

[Name of attorney]
Attorney for petitioner
[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]
[Phone] [Facsimile]
State Bar Number

oot O DOCUMENT

Attorney for respondent
[Street address]

[City, [State] Zip code]
[Phone] [Facsimile]
State Bar Number

[Name of Guardian Ad-Litem]

Attorney for Petitione

reces sue 2ar e, |- AN K Y OU
[street address]

[city, state, and zip]

[Phone] [Facsimile]

State Bar Number

LegalEarmsForTexas.Com




Attorney for Respondent

Texas State Bar Number P R EV I EW
[street a ddress]

[city, state and zip]

[Phone] [Facsimile]
State Bar Number

PLEASE DO NOT COPY

THIS DOCUMENT

THANK YOU
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