
Boat Trailering & Ramp Checklist

Trailer Checklist

At Home Pre-Tow Checklist:

Make sure ball hitch is matched with the coupler size.
Secure the coupler to the hitch with a locking pin and key.
Cross the safety chains or cables. Shackles are preferred
to the standard "S" hooks.
Attach the trailer light cable to the tow vehicle.
Inspect the lights to ensure they are working properly.
Check all tires to ensure they are properly inflated.

Boat Checklist
Make sure that the outboard motor is raised while trailering to avoid propeller damage.
Fold down any bimini if applicable to prevent it from catching in the wind or on other obstacles.
Inspect the boat's bow attachment to the trailer winch and make sure you also have a safety chain. 
Make sure the transom straps are secure. Gunwale tie-downs are recommended for extra security.
Ensure that the drain plug is fitted and properly sealed to avoid potential disaster at the ramp.
Pack your gear and check it twice! This includes trailering equipment, boat gear, safety equipment, food
and water, and any other necessities you might need on your trip.
Ensure your boat motor is in good operating shape. For added security, hook a garden hose up to your
motor to make sure it runs as it should.

Before the Ramp

Boat Ramp Checklist

Fix your antenna to its upright position.
Turn on your battery switches.
Load your safety equipment and other personal gear.
Tie on your boat fenders.
Double-check that your drain plug is installed properly.
Remove all safety straps and tie-downs. Leave the winch
strap loosely connected.

At the Ramp
Back down to the water's edge. Set the emergency brake and put the car in park.
If you have a helper to launch the boat, start the engine and release the winch . If you are launching the
boat by yourself, first tie a dock line from the bow to your tow vehicle. Then release the winch line.
Back the vehicle into the water until the boat begins to float on its own. If you are launching by yourself,
give a firm press on the brakes to help release the boat from the trailer. 
Steer or guide your boat to the nearest floating dock or other access point and secure it to the dock.
Once the boat is clear, return to your vehicle to pull away and park.


