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Learning objectives 
During the enquiry pupils 
will have opportunities 
through the application 
and analysis of a wide 
range of historical skills 
and resources to: 

• Describe the ways of 
life which are typically 
associated with the 
Stone Age period of 
history and identify and 
give reasons for those 
which are likely to be 
accurate and those that 
are anachronisms – 
simply could not have 
occurred then; 

• Recognise that the 
Stone Age in Britain is a 
period of prehistory 
which began when the 
first modern humans 
arrived in Britain 
between 850,000 and 
950,000 years ago and 
ended approximately 
4,500 years ago with 
the beginning of the 
Bronze Age; 

• Describe and suggest 
reasons for the 
presence of a small 
family group of people 
from the Old Stone Age 
on a beach in Norfolk 
and compare and 
contrast this with how 
most people use 
beaches today; 

• Describe and explain 
how archaeologists use 
a great variety of 
artefacts, including 
monuments, to try to 
understand how ancient 
Britons lived during the 
Stone Age; 

• Describe the likely 
features of Stone Age 
summer and winter 
camps in Britain and 
offer reasons and 
explain why they were 

Purpose and context 
Spanning a period of approximately 3.5 million years globally and up to 1 million years within 
the United Kingdom, the Stone Age is the longest period of human history or, more correctly, 
prehistory. When beginning to study the Stone Age, it is important for pupils to understand that 
history is in fact the study of only those times that have a written record. In the United Kingdom 
history is therefore generally accepted to begin with the invasion of the Romans in AD 43. 
Before that, the period of time between the arrival of the first humans in Britain from mainland 
Europe – between 850,000 and 950,000 years ago – and the first written records of Britain of 
the Romans is termed Prehistoric Britain, or the Stone Age. In contrast to history, with its 
written record, the evidence of human activity and thinking in Prehistoric Britain is contained in 
the record of artefacts – objects large and small that humans left behind as evidence of their 
lives.  
The first objective of this investigation is to dispel a number of misconceptions about the Stone 
Age, particularly the myth that all ancient Britons lived most of their lives in caves, outside of 
which they were at the mercy of dinosaurs! The enquiries also serve to strengthen the two 
concepts of continuity and change, which are fundamental to historical study. For most of the 
Stone Age the lives of ancient Britons remained much the same as nomadic hunter-gatherers 
living in temporary seasonal camps. Towards the end of the Stone Age there was 
advancement in the prehistoric way of life of many people associated with the changes brought 
about by the transition to a more sedentary agricultural lifestyle. People began to settle in one 
place, domesticate wild animals and grow crops such as wheat, from which they processed 
flour to make bread. Textiles were manufactured from wool and permanent homes were 
constructed, along with a wide range of ceremonial earth and stone sites.  
The primary aim of the investigation is for pupils to understand that, although the lives of early 
humans in Britain remained much the same for long periods of time during the Stone Age, this 
period was also marked by perhaps the greatest change ever to occur in British society – that 
of the creation of permanent farming-based settlements and the birth of agriculture and the 
gradual decline of a hand-to-mouth subsistence existence. In addition, this investigation also 
supports pupils to appreciate that, without written evidence of how people lived in the Stone 
Age, so much of what archaeologists think occurred is little more than supposition based on 
the subjective interpretation of artefacts.  

National Curriculum coverage History 
Pupils should be taught about: 
• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 

Connections to the subject content of other curriculum areas 
Language and literacy 
Teachers should develop pupils’ spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral 
aspects of the teaching of every subject. English is both a subject in its own right and the 
medium for teaching; for pupils, understanding the language provides access to the whole 
curriculum. Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all 
subjects.  

Spoken language  
Pupils should be taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently using Standard English. 
They should learn to justify ideas with reasons; ask questions to check understanding; develop 
vocabulary and build knowledge; negotiate; evaluate and build on the ideas of others; and 
select the appropriate register for effective communication. They should be taught to give well-
structured descriptions and explanations and develop their understanding through speculating, 
hypothesising and exploring ideas. This will enable them to clarify their thinking as well as 
organise their ideas for writing.  

Reading and writing  
Teachers should develop pupils’ reading and writing in all subjects to support their acquisition 
of knowledge. Pupils should be taught to read fluently, understand extended prose (both fiction 
and non-fiction) and be encouraged to read for pleasure. Schools should do everything to 
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required; 

• Recognise, describe 
and compare and 
contrast the difference 
between historical facts 
(what we know for 
certain) and historical 
supposition 
(assumptions we make 
about the actions of 
people and events 
without certain 
knowledge or 
evidence); 

• Identify, describe, 
compare and contrast 
and explain some of 
the important ways in 
which life for ancient 
Britons changed during 
the Stone Age. 

 

Key Subject 
Vocabulary 
Imagine; Stone Age; cave; 
cave man; misconception; 
dinosaur; chronological; 
time; anachronism; beach; 
footprint; Norfolk; United 
Kingdom; archaeologist; 
evidence; sediment; 
accurately; pollen; extinct; 
remains; mammoth; giant 
beaver; eroded; 
excavation; reconstruction; 
analysis; Natural History 
Museum; suggest; 
individuals; family; plants; 
edible; shellfish; deposit; 
cliff; receding; dig; 
exposed; organic; three-
dimensional; tools; 
vegetation; deciduous; 
coniferous; discovery; 
continuity; change; 
communication; Old Stone 
Age; Palaeolithic; New 
Stone Age; Neolithic; 
hunter-gatherers; 
nomadic; weapons; flint; 
knapped; harpoon; crops; 
wheat; barley; 
domesticated; leather; 

promote wider reading. They should provide library facilities and set ambitious expectations for 
reading at home. Pupils should develop the stamina and skills to write at length, with accurate 
spelling and punctuation. They should be taught the correct use of grammar. They should build 
on what they have been taught to expand the range of their writing and the variety of the 
grammar they use. The writing they do should include narratives, explanations, descriptions, 
comparisons, summaries and evaluations – such writing supports them in rehearsing, 
understanding and consolidating what they have heard or read.  

Vocabulary development  
Pupils’ acquisition and command of vocabulary are key to their learning and progress across 
the whole curriculum. Teachers should therefore develop vocabulary actively, building 
systematically on pupils’ current knowledge. They should increase pupils’ store of words in 
general; simultaneously, they should also make links between known and new vocabulary and 
discuss the shades of meaning in similar words. In this way, pupils expand the vocabulary 
choices that are available to them when they write. 

In addition, it is vital for pupils’ comprehension that they understand the meanings of words 
they meet in their reading across all subjects, and older pupils should be taught the meaning of 
instruction verbs that they may meet in examination questions. It is particularly important to 
induct pupils into the language which defines each subject in its own right, such as accurate 
mathematical and scientific language.  

Numeracy and mathematics 
Teachers should use every relevant subject to develop pupils’ mathematical fluency. 
Confidence in numeracy and other mathematical skills is a precondition of success across the 
National Curriculum.  

Teachers should develop pupils’ numeracy and mathematical reasoning in all subjects so that 
they understand and appreciate the importance of mathematics. Pupils should be taught to 
apply arithmetic fluently to problems, understand and use measures, make estimates and 
sense check their work. Pupils should apply their geometric and algebraic understanding, and 
relate their understanding of probability to the notions of risk and uncertainty. They should also 
understand the cycle of collecting, presenting and analysing data. They should be taught to 
apply their mathematics to both routine and non-routine problems, including breaking down 
more complex problems into a series of simpler steps.  

Computing 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital 
content  

• recognise common uses of information technology beyond school  
• use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; identify where 

to go for help and support when they have concerns about content or contact on the 
internet or other online technologies.  

Geography 
Pupils should be taught to:  

Location knowledge 
• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its surrounding seas  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  
• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as 

well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage. 
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NOTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ancillary Question 2: Who left their footprints on the beach and what were they 
doing there? 
Show the photograph of the footprints in the sand of a beach (Resource 4). Ask the pupils 
if they have ever walked along a beach leaving their footprints behind them in this way or 
scrunched up their toes in the sand as waves have broken over their feet? Where were 
they? How did they feel? What is so nice about walking along a beach and feeling their 
feet in the sand and between their toes? Were they on holiday, or with family and friends 
for a day out? What was the weather like? What else did they do while at the beach – 
games, barbecues, swimming, sandcastles, ice creams, sailing or bodyboarding, perhaps? 
Take plenty of time to get as many contributions as possible.  

Next show the pupils the photograph of Happisburgh (pronounced ‘Haze-bra’) beach in 
Norfolk in East Anglia (Resource 5), together with the location maps of Norfolk and 
Happisburgh within the United Kingdom in Resource 6. Explain that this beach is one of 
the most famous beaches in the whole country. Can they guess why? It is famous 
because, in 2013, archaeologists discovered footprints in the mud and sand here which 
were between 850,000 and 950,000 years old – the earliest evidence of people in Britain 
and almost a million years older than the footprints of late Stone Age people discovered in 
the sands at Formby (Resource 7). The archaeologists know that the footprints were this 
old because they could accurately date the age of the sand and mud sediments in which 
the feet had left their impressions, as well as the age of pollen also present in the mud – 
also because they discovered the remains of extinct animals such as mammoths and giant 
beavers in the same area. Their footprints would have dried in the sun and then been 
covered by sand and later sealed over by mud. Recently they have been uncovered again, 
as the coastline at Happisburgh has been eroded by waves. 

A web search for ‘Earliest footprints outside Africa’ or ‘The oldest footprints in Europe’ will 
find a number of films of the discovery and excavation of the footprints at Happisburgh and 
the British Museum website at http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/reseach_projects/ 
all_current_projects/featured_project_happisburgh/happisburgh_footprints.aspx provides 
further background information and a number of photographs of the footprints on the 
beach. This shows the excavation and reconstruction of the footprints at Happisburgh. 
Analysis of the footprints at the Natural History Museum in London suggests at least five 
individuals – including adult males, females and children – made up the group that left 
behind their footprints. 
Simon Parfitt, one of the archaeologists working on the excavation of the footprints, 
believes that ‘this was clearly a family group of early humans but we don’t know what they 
were doing there’. Take time now to discuss with the pupils their ideas about what the 
small family group could have been doing on this British beach nearly one million years 
ago.  Would it have been the same things that most people who visit beaches today do?  It 
is most likely that they would have been walking along the beach collecting edible plants 
(such as seaweed) and shellfish such as oysters, cockles, crabs and shrimps.   
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