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billion; dollars; 
government; world; 
timeline; speech; Mars; 
goal; ultimate; extended; 
remain; solar system; 
planet; Sun; Venus; 
kilometres; extremes; 
advertisement; recruit.  
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Ancillary Question 1: Why is Ranulph Fiennes in the Guinness World Records? 
Without mentioning the title or focus of the enquiry, as a ‘cold starter’ introduce to the 
pupils the photograph of the man in Resource 1. Explain that he is British, famous and 
can be found in the Guinness World Records. Encourage the pupils to speculate about 
why he could be famous and in the Guinness World Records. Support this by making 
suggestions – perhaps he’s associated with medicine, perhaps someone in Parliament, an 
actor, a member of the royal family or an Olympic athlete? Now progress thinking by 
showing the image in Resource 2. What do the pupils think now? He is famous because 
he’s a great explorer. Encourage the pupils to share their ideas about what they think an 
explorer is and what they do – someone who travels to places that no one has ever been 
or attempts to achieve something that no one has ever completed. He is in the Guinness 
World Records because he is recognised as the ‘world’s greatest living explorer’, having 
been the first person to cross the continent of Antarctica on foot (the longest unsupported 
polar journey in history), the first person to travel on foot to both the North Pole and South 
Pole, and the only person in the world to reach the summit of Mount Everest and the North 
Pole and South Pole.  

Before moving on, there is an opportunity here to link with some associated geography 
map work in regard to the location of Antarctica, North Pole, South Pole and Mount 
Everest. Using copies of the map in Resource 3, remind the pupils: of the seven 
continents and five oceans of the world and that the United Kingdom is in the continent of 
Europe; that the imaginary line around the centre of the Earth is called the equator; and of 
the location of the North Pole and South Pole. Use a globe with the pupils to point out the 
location of the North Pole and South Pole and then encourage them to look closely at the 
map of Antarctica (Resource 4) and the map of the Arctic Ocean and the North Pole 
(Resource 5). Spend a moment telling the pupils that Antarctica is a continent because it 
is land covered in ice, whereas the North Pole is surrounded by sea water frozen to a 
depth of thousands of metres and is not a continent but an ocean. Antarctica is the coldest 
place on earth and showing the pupils the BBC films at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zykrp39 and 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/habitats/Polar_region#p00kvp7h will give them a sense of this 
frozen world and the wildlife that inhabit it. They also provide an opportunity to begin to 
discuss the challenges involved in undertaking expeditions such as those of Ranulph 
Fiennes and the qualities that a person needs to be a successful explorer. With the pupils, 
use the map in Resource 6 to locate the Himalaya mountains in Asia and Mount Everest – 
also shown in the photograph in Resource 7.  
Discuss with the pupils the qualities and attributes that a person needs to have in order to 
be an explorer like Ranulph Fiennes. Encourage them to think of words and phrases such 
as courage, bravery, persistence, resilience, patience, determination, a sense of purpose, 
energy, and write them up on the board or wall. Ask the pupils to think about how these 
qualities might also help everyone in their daily lives, whether they decide to be an 
explorer or not.  

As a summative piece to this investigation, the pupils could write a short paragraph 
beginning with Ranulph Fiennes is a great explorer because … within the shape outline of 
the continent of Antarctica which can be printed off from Resource 8. 
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