
Light Show 
Theatre

Science, Drama, Art, Design & Technology

Topics: Light and shadow, artistic expression, stop 

frame animation

Resources: Medium-sized packing box 
(minimum size 45x45x45cm), roll of aluminium 
foil, glue stick, craft knife or scissors, bright torch 
or plugin lamp, roll of greaseproof paper, duct 
tape, cardboard, straws

education@samlabs.com
samlabs.com/education

Combine science with the arts to bring light 
and shadow to life. Students build a light box 
and cut out characters to perform their very 
own light-based theatre shows! Cardboard, foil, 
greaseproof paper, lamps and more all set the 
stage for dazzling and dramatic productions 
that let your students’ imaginations run wild.

Create a light box and cut 
out characters to perform a 
light-based theatrical show!

CLASSROOMIDEAS!
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Ste p  1

Create The Box!

Ste p  2

Assemble Your Cast/Create Your Characters!

Cover the insides of your packing box with aluminium foil. Make 
a hole in one end that will fit the torch or lamp. Seal the box with 
the tape. Tightly! At the opposite end from the lamp, cut a large 
square hole (leaving 3cm all the way round the edge) and cover it 
with greaseproof paper, taking care to tape down the edges. 

Decide who the characters of your play will be, then draw them 
on pieces of card or print outlines on paper and glue them to the 
card. Remember that these characters must be able to fit through 
the slots. If you fancy a challenge, use split pins to connect 
different pieces of a character together (we personally think you 
can’t beat the jaws of a snappy alligator!). Cut them out carefully 
and tape a straw to each one individually. Multiple straws can be 
used to animate more complex characters.

Make some vertical slits approximately 1cm wide, covering 
roughly two thirds the height of the box, 15cm and 30cm from the 
covered end of the box.
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            Give me more!

Your brand new light box can also be used to 

create images and panoramas, using pieces of 

card placed strategically within the slots. See if 

you can recreate some famous landmarks - we’d 

love to see Big Ben, the Statue of Liberty or even 

the Taj Mahal!
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Ste p  3

Lights! Cardboard! Action! 

Turn the light on: this will light up the paper screen. Place your 
characters through the slots so they are projected onto the 
screen. Perform your play! 
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