
As a guest on this territory I began to consider what that title 
meant in praxis to Indigeneity. I soon realized I was not the 
only one asking these questions within my practice. As a result 
of this exploration, I invited six emerging Indigenous artists 
in conversation with M.V Williams from the Sḵw wú7mesh
Nation to come together to examine how we relate to the land 
we occupy while also acknowledging our presence as visitors.

We bring with us our ways of knowing, our lived experiences, 
but how do we as Indigenous people exist in a land that is not our 
own while disrupting colonial narratives of occupation? How do 
we consider the complexities of relocation into another’s territories 
while practicing Indigenous resurgence and reclamation? How 
do we encapsulate the necessity for survival within displacement 
while also transitioning into our new roles as guests? I pose these 
questions with no clear answers, rather as prompts and provocations.

We all came here for diff erent reasons, each informed through 
our stories and the histories ingrained within. For some of us this 
land has allowed us to come into our autonomy as Indigenous 
peoples and claim sovereignty over our identities. For others, 
it has allowed the formation of kinship founded through mutual 
experiences and the sharing of knowledge. Interwoven for all of 
us, it has allowed for a unique connection to land and a sense of 
place. What We Bring With Us is an investigation into the kinship 
founded here, Indigeneity in relation to space, and our experiences 
in this territory. It honours what the land has given us and functions 
as a thank you to the Host Nations, an expression of our gratitude.

Maria-Margaretta
Guest Curator
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We respectfully acknowledge the xʷməθkʷə əm (Musqueam), 
Sḵw wú7mesh (Squamish), and səl'il'wətaʔ (Tsleil-Waututh), and all 
the Indigenous peoples of the Northwest Coast, on whose traditional 
and unceded territories we live and work.

Thank you to all the staff  and volunteers at the Bill Reid Gallery including: 
Allison Andrachuk, Laurence Beauvais, Maria-Margaretta Boucher, 
Cynthia Bronaugh, Beth Carter, Susan Dickson, Alecska Divisadero, 
Maggie Faryna, Karen Francis, Julia Graf, Jordana Luggi, Wayne Louie, 
Heather O’Hagan, Susan Shirley, Serena Steel, Todd Tregilges, Cheryl 
Wadhams, and Graphic Designer Dahlia Yuen.

Exhibition Supporters

Presented as part of the Chief 7idansuu James Hart Emerging Artist Program

The artists would like to thank the following supporters and funders:
•   Aboriginal Gathering Place, Emily Carr University of Art and Design
•   BC Arts Council
•   Banff  Centre for Arts and Creativity
•   Canada Council for the Arts
•   Indigenous Independent Digital Filmmaking, Capilano University 
•   Slaight Family Foundation
•   Telus StoryHive
•   YVR Art Foundation

The artists would like to extend our gratitude to those who played a 
special role in the creation of our pieces. We could not have done it 
without you: Craft as Contemporary Art participants, D.I.Y team, Edwin 
Neel, Jesse Ray Fernandez, John Preissl, Lex Battle, Nicole Preissl, 
Rake'níha Frank Burning, Rebecca Belmore, Ya'Ya Heit.

We would like to thank the Land and Water Protectors for their continued 
eff orts, with a special thanks to Sii-am Hamilton.

 We would like to thank our loved ones for their continued unconditional 
support and love.

THANK YOU!
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There is a type of strength that I admire, though it has 
personally eluded me: the strength to move from one’s own 

home territory to live in other communities. In thinking about 
that, I feel the need to warmly welcome people from other nations. 
This exhibition, “What We Bring With Us”, is an opportunity 
to foster a space for shared teachings and mutual growth.

In saying this, I know there are different paths. Not everyone 
moves from their home nation to a different territory, but they 
still carry the teachings given to them.

What more can be asked of us than that we respect and uphold 
each other?

M.V. Williams

M.V. Williams is a Sḵwx̱wú7mesh / Wet'suet'en photo based artist. They graduated 
from Emily Carr University of Art + Design with a BFA in visual arts in 2018. 
Their work focuses on personal narrative while working through various mediums, 
photography, print media, and weaving.

WELCOMING ON THE LAND

Huy chexw
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