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KEVIN GRIFFIN

Several visual art exhibi-
tions by women are among 
the top shows opening this 
fall in Metro Vancouver.

At the Vancouver Art Gal-
lery, an exhibition explores 
the innovative art of Yoko 
Ono, the Japanese conceptual 
artist who met and then mar-
ried John Lennon when he 
was at the height of his fame 
with the Beatles in the 1960s.

Sho Sho Esquiro’s exhibi-
tion at the Bill Reid Gallery 
uses fashion and clothing to 
question the legal grounds 
used to justify Western coloni-
alism.

And at the Surrey Art Gal-
lery, Sandeep Johal mixes her 
personal feminist journey 
with her South Asian heritage.

SANDEEP JOHAL: WHAT IF?
When: Sept. 18 to Dec. 11
Where: Surrey Art Gallery
Tickets and info: Exhibi-

tion is free; 
In What If?, Sandeep Johal 

recreates her bright pink teen-
age bedroom as a feminist 
space. The Hard Kaur series — 
which plays on the middle 
name Kaur (pronounced 
‘core’) given to Sikh females at 
birth — is comprised of a tap-
estry made with her mother’s 
saris where the Spice Girls are 
replaced by women Johal 
wished she had known such 
as Phoolan Devi, a bandit 
queen; Sophia Duleep Singh, 
a suffragette; and Jayaben 
Desai, a leader of a major 
labour strike in London.

SHO SHO ESQUIRO: 
DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY

When: Sept. 22 to June 5, 
2022

Where: Bill Reid Gallery of 
Northwest Coast Art

T i c k e t s  a n d  i n f o :  
billreidgallery.ca/

The exhibition includes Sho 
Sho Esquiro’s contemporary 
gowns and clothing made out 
of materials including furs, 
leathers, hides, beads and 
shells from Yukon. Other 
works by Esquiro (of Kaska 
Dena/Scottish/Cree heritage) 
include paintings honouring 

family and community survi-
vors of residential schools and 
personal family photos show-
ing customs and cultural prac-
tices of her ancestors. Doctrine 

of Discovery refers to an inter-
national law that gave Euro-
pean explorers and settlers 
dominion over territories not 
inhabited by Christians.

TEETH, LOAN AND TRUST 
COMPANY, CONSOLIDATED: 
THE TRYLOWSKY 
COLLECTION

When: Sept. 24 to Dec. 11
Where: Griffin Art Projects
Tickets and info: 
Gallery is free; griffinart-

projects.ca/

As part of Griffin Art Pro-
ject’s mandate to focus on 
how art collections evolve 
and develop, the gallery is 
looking at the unique collec-
tion by Dr. Zenon Trylowsky 
built by exchanging dental 
services for art. In his dental 
practice in the Vancouver 
Block, Trylowsky has show-
cased art by contemporary 
artists since 1996. The collec-
tion changes over time, 
except for a few permanent 
works such as a Brutopia 
series mural by Dr. Brute 
a.k.a. Eric Metcalfe.

GROWING FREEDOM:  
THE INSTRUCTIONS OF 
YOKO ONO/THE ART OF 
JOHN AND YOKO

When: Oct. 9 to May 1, 2022
Where: Vancouver Art Gal-

lery
Tickets and info: 
vanartgallery.bc.ca/
Growing Freedom takes a 

look at Yoko Ono’s concep-
tual approach to art and the 
collaborative projects for 
peace by both Ono and her 
late husband, John Lennon, 
one of the leading members 
of the Beatles. The exhibition 
features Ono’s instruction 
works such as Mend Piece 
where viewers complete the 
work by mending broken 
china.

SANKOFA: AFRICAN 
ROUTES, CANADIAN ROOTS

When: Nov. 4 to March 27, 
2022

Where: Museum of Anthro-
pology

Tickets and info: moa.ubc.
ca

Focusing on work by con-
temporary artists from Lagos, 
Nigeria and Vancouver, and 
works from the collection, the 
exhibition explores narratives 
and histories of African and 
Black Canadians in Vancou-
ver. Sankofa, a word in the 
Akan language from Ghana, 
means moving forward while 
reaching back to connect with 
heritage.

kevingriffin@postmedia.com

FALL ARTS PREVIEW

An eclectic lineup of visual art

Brutopia series mural by Dr. Brute a.k.a. Eric Metcalfe 
photographed in the dental office of Dr. Zenon Trylowsky. 

Worth our Wait in Gold, seal skin, raw silk, shell buttons, 
24k gold beads, by Sho Sho Esquiro.

Self-portrait, acrylic and textile on denim jacket, 2021 by 
Sandeep Johal, whose What If? exhibit starts Sept. 18.


