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Beaded 
Nostalgia

Beadwork is a gift. Not only as 
a material object, but in the sense that it 
gives Indigenous peoples the opportunity 
to connect and reconnect with our cultures. 
Ongoing impacts of colonialism have 
caused displacement, creating a disconnect 
between Indigenous identity and our ability 
to create traditional art. 

Beaded Nostalgia explores the use of 
contemporary beadwork as a connection to 
the past, to our homes and homelands, and 
to our memories. This exhibition features 
four artists: Audie Murray (Michif), Hazel 
Wilson (Haida), Nico Williams (Anishinaabe), 
and Serena Steel (Secwepemc), who are 
using their innovative beadwork to express 
feelings of nostalgia and connections to 
their own experiences. It is a celebration 
of how beadwork is being reshaped and 
reimagined.

Traditionally beadwork is seen on personal 
adornment and regalia. Artists today are 
expanding what is possible to create with 
beads, while also acknowledging their 
connections to identity. There is now a 
growing online presence of artists who are 
sharing their work—specifically beaded 
earrings. This expanding network is building 
pride and excitement around contemporary 
Indigenous design and creativity. 

Nostalgia compels us to fondly remember 
our loved ones, histories, ancestors, 
and important moments in time. It’s an 
inspiration for many Indigenous artists and 
their practices. Though the artists in this 
exhibition are uniquely expressing feelings 
of nostalgia through their beadwork, 
the ideas being presented are generally 
relatable for everyone.

Aliya Boubard
Assistant Curator

↑  Clover Portraits (detail) by Serena Steel

↓  T.P. (detail) by Audie Murray

Aliya Boubard is an emerging 
Anishinaabekwe curator from Sagkeeng 
First Nation, located in Treaty 1 Territory. 
In 2020, she graduated from the University 
of Manitoba with a Bachelor of Fine Arts. 
She has just recently completed a Post-
Baccalaureate Diploma in Indigenous 
Studies from Simon Fraser University. 
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This brochure accompanies the Beaded Nostalgia exhibition 
at the Bill Reid Gallery of Northwest Coast Art, 
May 18 – October 23, 2022.

Hyper Blanket by Nico Williams, photo courtesy of Rixt De Boer

We would like to thank LaTiesha Fazakas and the staff  at the 
Fazakas Gallery, Ellen and Bill Taubman, Peter Malkin, Dahlia Yuen, 
Rory Gylander, the Marion Scott Gallery, Dana Simeon, all 50 earrings 
artists for their contributions, and all the Bill Reid Gallery staff , Board, 
and volunteers. 

2022 Mezzanine Gallery Presenting Sponsor

Exhibition Supporters

639 Hornby Street, Vancouver
billreidgallery.ca

This earring wall installed in the exhibition features the incredible work of 
50 artists from all across Turtle Island and is representative of the variety 
of skill levels, techniques, creativity and nations of Indigenous beaders.

Chief 7idansuu James Hart 
Emerging Artist Program Partner
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Nico Williams is Anishinaabe and a member of the 
Aamjiwnaang First Nation community. He is currently based in 
Tiohtià:ke/Mooniyang/Montréal. Nico has a multidisciplinary, 
often collaborative practice that is centered around sculptural 
beadwork. His work is a representation of how we form 
relationships with objects, language and place. He often 
creates mundane objects out of beadwork to re-establish our 
relationship of gratitude, exchange and commerce, land, the 
shaping of language, and uses it to create connections cross-
culturally. Nico has exhibited in solo and group exhibitions 
across Canada and internationally. 

SERENA STEEL
Who do you belong to?, 2022

size 11/0 miyuki and czech seed beads on melton wool
27" × 18"

HAZEL WILSON
K'iid K'iyaas (The Golden Spruce - Male), 2006

melton cloth, buttons, beads, brass, tumbled agates
54" × 61"

AUDIE MURRAY
Pair of Socks - Reclaiming , 2019

tanned hide, glass beads, Billabong socks

NICO WILLIAMS
Bang On Man!!!, 2022

beads, oil paint
23" × 13"

Serena Steel is an emerging, multidisciplinary 
Secwepemc artist from Barriere, BC. Her work primarily 
focuses on beadwork and ceramics. She reframes the concept 
of identity by centering the values of community, reciprocity 
and belonging. Serena enjoys the process of beadwork 
because it forces her to slow down and create intentional 
movements. Beadwork allows her to create work that relates 
to the major themes seen in her practice, such as the land and 
her community. She has recently completed a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts with a major in Critical and Cultural Practice and a minor 
in Social Practice and Critical Engagement from Emily Carr 
University of Art and Design.  
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Hazel Wilson Jut-ke-nay (1941–2016) was a 
Haida artist from the Duugwaa St’Langng 7laanaas clan on 
the Raven side. She is known for her intricately designed 
button blankets. For the first 30 years of her career, she 
created traditional button blankets which included family 
crests for friends and family. In the last decade of her career, 
Hazel shifted her work from traditional to contemporary 
button blankets. These robes depicted Haida narratives, 
their history, and modern-day issues that the Haida face, 
stemming from colonialism. In 2006, her work was featured in 
Raven Travelling, a major 200-year retrospective of Haida art 
presented by the Vancouver Art Gallery. She lived and worked 
in Vancouver until her passing in 2016.
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Audie Murray is a multidisciplinary Michif artist from 
Saskatchewan, currently based in Oskana Kâ-asastêki (Regina, 
Treaty 4 territory). Juxtaposing the traditional medium of 
beadwork, she works with themes of contemporary Indigeneity 
and connectivity to create her pieces. Audie often takes 
recycled and mundane items and, through her beadwork, 
transforms these objects into living artwork to reclaim their 
content. Her work has been included in a number of group and 
solo exhibitions locally and internationally since 2011. Murray 
is represented by Fazakas Gallery on  Sḵwx̱wú7mesh, 
Səlí̓lwətaʔ, and xʷməθkʷəy̓əm territory (Vancouver, B.C.).
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