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Owl Optics is a small New Zealand business 
from Whangarei specialising in optics and 
other outdoor equipment. They recently 

sent me three models of Armytek LED torches for a 
test-fire, along with a battery charger. This review 
covers the Barracuda and Predator handheld 
torches. I’ll cover the Wizard Headlamp in a 
separate article.

Armytek is based 
in Richmond Hill, 
Ontario, Canada. The 
manufacturing and 
assembly of all its 
torches and headlamps 
is performed in a 
China based factory; 
which is their own, (not 
contracted) and they 
have total control over 
the quality and design. 
Major components are 
sourced from China, 
Japan, and North 
America: bezels/bodies, 
LEDs and electronics 
respectively. They also 
have a comprehensive 
staff of engineers, 
military consultants, 

and even scientists 
specialising in the 
space industry. Armytek 
markets its products 
for the military, divers, 
bikers, outdoors 
enthusiasts and hunters. 

All Armytek torches 
are constructed from 
T6061 hard anodized 
aluminium and feature 
specific body designs 
to prevent them rolling 
when placed on a flat 
surface. They are also 
designed to maintain 
a watertight seal. The 
glass is tempered 
and coated (similar 
to a riflescope) to 
ensure brightness and 

hunting equipment: torches

Marketed towards 
hunting, police, 
professionals etc 
(diving models are in 
development), I noted 
that they are dual O-ring 
sealed, and all the CNC 
machined threads 
are lubricated by a 
special, dense NyoGel 
760G grease. They also 
come with a rubber 
power button that can 
be changed from the 
standard button to 
ensure that the IPX-8 
rating of 50 metres is 
maintained as we all 
know what happens to 
lithium when it contacts 

“...At 400 metres 
and closer you 
can make out a 
fallow deer’s 
colour, shadow, 
and most of the 
surroundings...”

clarity and to prevent 
reflections, which helps 
achieve 98-99% light 
transmission. The bodies 
feature black anodizing 
and white laser etched 
details, including the 
“Armytek” logos and 
operating instructions 
for ease of deployment, 
and both come with 

lanyards and holsters 
that fit up to a 60mm 
wide belt.

Both models can 
be powered by either 
multiple CR123A 
lithium batteries or 
rechargeable 18650 
Lithium-Ion batteries, 
but both models came 
equipped with the 
better, reusable 18650s. 
These provide a more 
consistent and longer 
charge. Armytek claims 
that you cannot get the 
full performance out of 
their equipment without 
running these batteries. 
I tried the Barracuda 
with both power sources 
and the four CR123As 
did not provide the 
same brightness on 
“Turbo” mode, which is 
the brightest setting.

ARMYTEK 
TORCHES 
FRAZER WINSKILL LIGHTS UP...

 Handheld torches  
don’t come any brighter 
than these – the 
Barracuda will throw a 
beam over 700 metres!

 The Barracuda (top) has 25mm diameter body and measures 262mm in overall length. 
The bezel (front outer rim) is 65mm in diameter. The smaller Predator is 154mm long, has 
a 41mm bezel and weighs only 135 grams.

 Lenses are recessed for 
protection and the bezels 
are hardened alloy to 
withstand heavy impact.

 On/Off switches are 
located in the bases of  
the bodies.
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water! In this event 
Armytek provides a 10 
year “No Hassle” warranty 
that allows you to have 
your torch replaced.

Both the Predator 
and Barracuda feature 
similar output settings 
and are controlled by 
a CPU. Light settings 
are regulated by the 
single tail button and 
the rotation of the 
bezel (outer rim), and 
the onboard computer 
ensures a safe and 
consistent light throw. 
For example, “Turbo” 
is your maximum light 
output, and as the torch 
gets hot it will slowly 
decrease the brightness 
until it returns to a safe 
temperature, following 
which it increases the 
brightness once more. 
You can also turn the 
torch on and cycle 
through your power 
setting from ultra-low, 
low and high with a 
half press, or by quickly 
turning the torch on and 
off. The CPU remembers 
the last setting and will 
automatically return 
to this when switched 
back on. 

BARRACUDA
The Barracuda comes 

in a foam padded yellow 
plastic hard case with 
a lanyard, two spare 
O-rings, a user manual 
and a double stitched 
Cordura holster. It 
features a 25mm body 
to fit common weapon 
light mounts, and a 
65mm wide bezel on 

the 262mm long body. It 
is fully shock-proof and 
capable of withstanding 
a drop from 30 metres,  
I did not drop the 
test-fire model from a 
10-storey building but  
it did get knocked 
around a bit in the back 
of the truck and the 
worst that happened 
was some scuffing of  
the anodizing!

The beam is not 
adjustable and is fixed 
with a five-degree 
centre and 40-degree 
spill over. It is very 
bright on its highest 
setting and will run for 
nearly two hours on 
full power. The claimed 
LED lumens are 1350 
on this setting and I was 
able to easily illuminate 
game and targets at the 
claimed 775 metres. At 
400 metres and closer 
you can make out a 
fallow deer’s colour, 
shadow, and most of the 
surroundings, and under 
200 metres you can take 
flash free photos!

The Barracuda is 
seriously bright and 
weighs in at only 303 

“...as the torch 
gets hot it will 
slowly decrease 
the brightness 
until it returns 
to a safe 
temperature, 
following which 
it increases  
the brightness 
once more.”

 The Barracuda comes 
in a hard case with 
accessories.  These Lithium-Ion 

rechargeable batteries 
provide the best 
performance.

 Threads are packed 
with heavy water- 
resistant grease.

grams with two lithium 
batteries installed. 

At $269 it is pricey, 
but I must say I would 
rather have this than a 
cordless spotlight!

PREDATOR
The Predator is a 

smaller, more practical 
torch for attaching to 
a rifle or shotgun and 
performs to nearly the 
same specs as its big 
brother. At $159 it’s 
significantly cheaper. 
Powered by a single 
18650 battery, the 
maximum output for 
this model is 1200 LED 
lumens and around a 
500 metre throw. That’s 
pretty impressive for 
a light that is 154mm 
long, has a 41mm bezel 
and weighs only 135 
grams. The bezel has 
a “wave” pattern to its 
edges and is designed 
for breaking glass or 
striking an opponent 
in unarmed combat in 
a law enforcement or 
military capacity, hence 

the designation “Strike 
Bezel”. It also protects 
the recessed lens from 
being smashed.

The Predator features a 
rubber grip ring that can 
be moved up and down 
the body for additional 
purchase when 
handheld, and although 
it looks odd it works 
really well. The Predator 
comes with a compact 
and durable belt holster 
and is compatible with 
a tail switch for remote 
activation on a weapon. 
It is completely shock 
proof to 30 metres, 
which means that 
theoretically it could be 
attached to a .50BMG 
and still function.

shooting wallabies and 
other similar sized game.

CONCLUSION
I was genuinely 

surprised at how these 
relatively unknown (to 
me anyway) Canadian 
torches outperformed my 
Old Faithful, my Surefire 
M600 Scout Light.

Taking them apart 
and studying the 
components one can  
see immediately the 
quality and attention 
to detail. The throw 
on the beams and 
sheer grunt they have 
at long distance are 
phenomenal and for the 
weight I can’t understand 
why you would stick  
with a traditional 
cordless spotlight. 

The addition of a 
10-year warranty and 
the ability to charge a 
spare set of batteries 
on the move these 
days with solar banks 
and car chargers, make 
Armytek torches even 
more versatile. I can’t wait 
to take the Barracuda 
out on the next Easter 
Bunny Shoot! The only 
downside to having such 
good torches would be 
the temptation to shoot 
beyond your capabilities, 
because judging 
distances at night is 
often very hard and 
typically shooters tend to 
overestimate the range. 

If you are a pest 
shooter or do a lot  
of night shooting  
then take a look  
at Owl Optics  
(www.owloptics.co.nz) 
and try one of the 
toughest, lightest and 
brightest LED torches 
on the market. You can 
be sure that they will 
stand up to the beating, 
drowning or whatever 
else you can throw at 
them, and if they don’t 
just send it back for  
free replacement!

Frazer

Moving around the 
hut at night on a recent 
hunt I kept the Predator 
on the “high” setting 
which is around 200 
lumens and what my 
Surefire Scout Light 
emits with two CR123A 
batteries. I noticed that 
the runtime was around 
seven hours with the 
Predator, whereas my 
Scout Light would be 
diminishing at around 
three hours. I found that 
200 Lumens is enough 
for 100 metres, but the 
“Turbo” mode made 
the Predator a 300 
metre torch when I was 


