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Uganda risks US sanctions, regime survival as youth revolt grows 
 

Uganda’s longtime leader, 73-year old President Yoweri Museveni has survived many 
previous political challenges. However he may have finally met his match in the country’s 
new charismatic opposition leader, 36-year old Robert Ssentamu (aka ‘Bobi Wine’), a 
popular musician turned political activist and parliamentarian. Much like Egypt’s former 
President Hosni Mubarak, a long time US security ally, who grew increasingly tone-deaf to 
the demands of the youth, and sought to impose his son as successor, Museveni’s recent 
bloody response to a youth riot may not only see his regime possibly sanctioned under the 
new global US Magnitsky Act, but ultimately fall to a popular youth revolt much like 
happened to Mubarak in Egypt. A review of all major international commercial deals 
enacted during the Museveni era will almost assuredly occur under a new government.  
 

 
 

Source: UNCTAD/DaMina Advisors 
 

After 32 years in office Museveni has no designated successor, and all attempts by older 
politicians to dislodge him from power have been unsuccessful – just like in Egypt. With a 
large youth population of nearly 40%, Ssentamu’s challenge is unique in that it undercuts 
the traditional political cleavages in the country and poses a major structural challenge to 
the regime as many young people are simply are fed up with the regime – despite 
Museveni’s many economic successes, which has helped position Uganda as one of East 
Africa’s most stable economies. Earlier attempts by Museveni, under pressure from his 
wife Janet, (herself a government cabinet minister) to install their son, General Muhozi, 
head of the country’s army Special Forces, as his successor backfired as leading senior 
lieutenants within the ruling party opposed transforming the presidency into a dynasty. 
 

Much like in Egypt, despite providing over $1billion in annual donor aid to Uganda, neither 
the EU nor the US may ruffle the security relationship with Uganda until the growing youth 
unrest topples the regime from the streets, much like it did Mubarak during the Arab 
Spring. Major investors in Uganda such as Tullow and Total may suffer in an upheaval. 
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Uganda's FDI Inflows Have Grown Despite Political Turmoil
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To schedule in-depth Q&A on North Korea’s potential future investment opportunities/ risks 

DaMina Advisors is a preeminent Africa-Asia focused independent frontier markets political risk research, due 

diligence, M&A transactions consulting and strategic geopolitical risks advisory firm. DaMina Advisors is legally 

registered and has offices in the US, Canada, The UK and Ghana. DaMina is headquartered in Toronto. 
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