
	6	 Overview Cards

	63	TOTAL CARDS

Main Color: Box Color
1 Topic Description Card
1 Quick Start Card
1 Model Card
1 Expert Card
1 Topic Definition Card
1 R1 Card

	6	 Stage Pitfall Cards

	40	Sorting Cards

Main Color: Mostly Color
8 Precontemplation Stage (Orange)
8 Contemplation Stage (Yellow)
8 Preparation Stage (Green)
8 Action Stage (Blue)
8 Maintenance Stage (Purple)

	6	 Definition Cards

Main Color: White with Color
1 Precontemplation Stage (Orange)
1 Contemplation Stage (Yellow)
1 Preparation Stage (Green)
1 Action Stage (Blue)
1 Maintenance Stage (Purple)
1 Behavior (Red)

Main Color: Gray with Color
1 Precontemplation Stage (Orange)
1 Contemplation Stage (Yellow)
1 Preparation Stage (Green)
1 Action Stage (Blue)
1 Maintenance Stage (Purple)
1 Behavior (Red)

	5	 Activity Cards

Main Color: Black
1 Activity 1: Identify My Stage of Change
1 Activity 2: �Choose Behaviors to Progress  

Through Stages
1 Activity 3: Identify Pitfalls to Avoid 
1 �ME Action Card: individuals write in primary  

learning and action
1 My Substance Use/Addiction Card

I have recently 
 told others about 
my plans to quit

I am taking  
actions to quit 

and revising my 
plan as necessary

I love my  
sober life and act 

daily to keep it

I am avoiding 
people, places, 

things, and  
situations that 
trigger me to 
drink or use

I am not drinking 
or using, one day 

at a time

Lack of openness for change

Lack of confidence to change

Satisfaction with or  
enjoyment of current behavior

Defense mechanisms –  
denial, minimization, rationalization

Overconfidence –  
thinking that I can change at any time

Reluctance

Demoralization

PRECONTEMPLATION
PITFALLS

Quitting is not 
something I’m  
interested in  

doing right now

I think I might 
be healthier and 
happier if I quit

I see how my 
drinking or using 
can hurt myself 

and others

I am planning 
ways to cut down 

or quit
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PRECONTEMPLATION
PITFALLS

Quitting is not 
something I’m  
interested in  

doing right now

I think I might 
be healthier and 
happier if I quit

I see how my 
drinking or using 
can hurt myself 

and others

I am planning 
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Stages of Change

PREPARATION

STAGE

Stages of Change

ACTION

STAGE

Stages of Change

MAINTENANCE

STAGE

I want to  
quit and I am  
committed to 
quitting soon

I am asking  
others for help

I am managing 
risk situations 

and/or  
temptations 

 (triggering people, 
places, things,  
and situations)

Stages of Change

PRE
CONTEMPLATION

STAGE

Stages of Change

CONTEMPLATION

STAGE

I’m not sure I 
know how to get 
free from drinking 

or using

I am beginning 
to see that some 

of my current 
problems are the 

result of  
my drinking or  

using

Sorting Cards

Activity 1

INSTRUCTIONS
Identify My Stage of Change                                           

Shuffle the 40 Sorting Cards (these cards are 
mostly color). Sort the cards into two piles –  
1) behaviors that describe your current state  
and 2) those that do not. From the pile that  

describes your current state, pick the top 10 
cards that describe you best. Turn the cards 

over to see which stage corresponds to each 
card. Decide which stage you think you are in 

based on the number of cards from each stage 
and your own perspective. Find and review the 
Model Card and the 5 Stage Definition Cards 
to help you determine your stage. Answer the 

questions on the back of this card. 

Activity 2

INSTRUCTIONS
Choose Behaviors to  

Progress Through Stages
First complete Activity 1 to determine  

which stage you are in. Find and review  
the Stages of Change Model Card. The goal 

is to move through the Stages of Change 
and into the  Maintenance Stage in recovery. 

Identify the next Stage of Change for you  
and choose 2 or 3 Sorting Cards from that 

stage that you’d like to achieve in order  
to progress. Answer the questions  

on the back of this card.

Activity 3

INSTRUCTIONS
Identify Pitfalls to Avoid

Find and review the Pitfalls Card for the stage 
you think you are currently in. Read through 

the list and identify the pitfalls you think  
are keeping you in this stage. Answer the 

questions on the back of this card.

ME

Stages of Change

Activity Cards

Definition 
Cards

Stages of Change

PRE
CONTEMPLATION

Build awareness for  
need to change

The stage in which I have little  
or no consideration of changing 
my current pattern of behavior  

in the foreseeable future

Stages of Change

CONTEMPLATION
Increase pros for change 

and decrease cons

The stage in which I examine  
my current pattern of behavior  

and ambivalence about changing

Stages of Change

PREPARATION
Commit and plan

The stage in which I make a  
commitment to take action to 

change my pattern of behavior  
and develop a plan and  

strategy for change

Stages of Change

ACTION
Implement and revise plan

The stage in which I plan and take 
steps to change my current pattern 

of behavior and begin to create a 
healthier pattern of behavior

Stages of Change

BEHAVIOR
Return To Substance Use

Returning to substance use  
or relapse is common in recovery, 

but it can be avoided with proactive 
action. The recurrence of substance 

use often leads to additional  
consequences and can be  

dangerous. Jumping back into 
recovery quickly and learning from 

the relapse is an important part  
of the recovery process.

Stages of Change

MAINTENANCE
Integrate change into lifestyle

The stage in which my new pattern 
of behavior is sustained for an 
extended period of time and is 
consolidated into my lifestyle

Quick Reference 
Stages of ChangeStages of Change
What’s in the Deck What’s in the Deck

Stage Pitfall 
Cards

Pitfalls

PRE
CONTEMPLATION

STAGE

Pitfalls

CONTEMPLATION
STAGE

Pitfalls

PREPARATION
STAGE

Pitfalls

ACTION
STAGE

Pitfalls

BEHAVIOR
Return To Substance Use

Pitfalls

MAINTENANCE
STAGE

DISCOVERY
CARDS

™

Stages
of Change
for Substance Use Disorder
What stage am I in?
Uses the Prochaska & DiClemente
Transtheoretical Model (TTM)

Quick Start

WHAT’S IN THIS DECK
	6  Overview Cards 
  (deck color)

 5  Activity Cards  
(black)

 6  Definition	Cards	 
(white with color)

 40  Sorting Cards 
  (mostly colored)

 6 Stage Pitfall Cards 
  (gray with color)

63 TOTAL CARDS
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Stages of Change
What stage am I in?

BEHAVIOR

PRECONTEMPLATION

CO
NTEMPLATION

PREPARATION

ACTION
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Experts

R1 acknowledges and appreciates 
 that the Discovery Cards and Guides 
materials were reviewed and found to 
 be consistent with the TTM literature  

by the experts below. 

Reviewed by:
Drs. James & Janice Prochaska

www.jprochaska.com 

Dr. Carlo DiClemente
www.umbc.edu/psyc/habits

 
R1 thanks Drs. Prochaska and   
Dr. DiClemente for their overall   

contribution to the field.

Overview Cards
R1 INTERACTIVE CURRICULUM

Hands-On & Online

TOPICS FOR:
Mental Health & Wellness

Substance Use Disorder/Addiction
Life Skills

R1LEARNING.COM

Definition

Change

Discovery Cards Content Map

MY SUBSTANCE USE / 
ADDICTION

Stages of Change
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