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CONNECTING THROUGH TEA 

Supporting women in need through a humble cup of tea 

Monji Tea turns the therapeutic effects of a cup of tea into a social enterprise that supports women 

escaping domestic violence and homelessness.  

 

Women’s Community Shelters (WCS) are proud to announce a brand-new partnership with Sydney start 

up Monji Tea. 

Monji Tea produces a unique collection of pyramid teabags with hand-crafted tags that feature well-

known inspirational quotes and haiku poems.  

Unlike everyday teabags though, Monji’s tags are hand-folded by homeless women from shelters run by 

Women’s Community Shelters.  

WCS is an Australian based charity which establishes and operates emergency crisis accommodation for 

women and children escaping domestic/family violence and homelessness, across NSW. They currently 

have 4 shelters across NSW with one due to open in Penrith in the next few weeks and another in 

Bayside in the next few months. 

Monthly Tea Yarning Circles are currently held at the Northern Beaches Women’s Shelter and the 

Sanctuary – Hills Women’s Shelter, Castle Hill, Sydney. 

Donna Cavanagh, the Sanctuary – Hills Shelter Manager is delighted with the partnership with Monji 

Tea. “The Morning Tea Circles are a new initiative for our shelter and I can’t speak highly enough of it. 

it’s very empowering for women who may not yet have the confidence to go out to work following a 

difficult period in their life. They do a day’s work, earn an income, socialize with others in the safety of 

our shelter and it’s a great confidence boost,” she commented. 

Tanya Boots, founder of Monji Tea, established the social enterprise in July 2017 and also believes in 

empowering women though working together.  
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“We believe strongly in the power of connecting women so basically Monji Tea is just about looking 

after each other,” Boots explained. 

“Women come together not only to earn an income but to enjoy social connections over a cup of tea.  

Many women we meet haven’t had that in a long time,” she continued. 

With plans to extend the program across Sydney this year, Boots is enjoying the positive impacts her 

business is having. “So far, we’ve worked with over 25 women and the feedback has been 

overwhelmingly positive, which is exactly the impact we had hoped to make, she said. 

Monji Tea is currently stocked at over twenty stores throughout Australia and research1 shows that 50 

per cent of Australians drink between one and eleven cups of tea per week. So imagine being able to 

buy or gift a humble tea bag that is borne from supporting women in need. 

For further information or to arrange an interview, please contact Tanya Boots at 0417 907 606 or email 

at sales@monji.com.au. 

Contact Tanya Boots 
Telephone 0417 907 606 
Email sales@monji.com.au 
Website www.monji.com.au 
 

For more information on Women’s Community Shelters please visit: womenscommunityshelters.org.au 

To donate to Women’s Community Shelters please visit: 

https://www.givenow.com.au/womenscommunityshelters/donate 

1. http://www.roymorgan.com/findings/6937-tea-party-australians-love-a-cuppa-201608290942 

 

Notes to editors:  

• WCS offers vulnerable women at risk of homelessness or domestic violence shelter, active case management, 

support, dignity, self-esteem and a chance to start anew, through the establishment, operation and/or 

supervision and support of women’s community shelters and low-cost accommodation. 

• WCS currently has 4 shelters based in Manly, Hornsby, Great Lakes and the Hills. 

• WCS has two additional shelters located in Bayside and Penrith due to open in 2018.  

• WCS underwrites up to 2/3 of each shelter’s funding for the first two years and up to 50% per annum in the 

following years. 

• WCS’s vision is to expand their network to at least 10 shelters across NSW by 2019, all linked together through 

technology. 

• More than 50% of women who apply to crisis shelters are turned away as there is no room. 

• Every night around 50,000 women are homeless in Australia. 

• Over 75% of women’s homelessness is attributed to domestic violence. 

https://www.givenow.com.au/womenscommunityshelters/donate
http://www.roymorgan.com/findings/6937-tea-party-australians-love-a-cuppa-201608290942

