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replace w high def Design thoughtfully
Tread lightly
Know the story.
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We guide collaborations between contemporary designers and 
East African artisans. Our name borrows from the Swahili word for 
essence, genesis, the source of something. It stands for the truth 
or fundamental nature of a person or object.

ASILI was established as a way to bring ideas together; heritage 
and present day, craft and
industry. Each partnership considers the true character of a natural 
material within a modern design framework.

ASILI objects are used in daily life, leave a lasting impression, and 
harmonise with other items in the home.
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ASILI is a collaborative design platform 
with social impact.  
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Jackie bowl



- Begins with responsible material sourcing, as this forms a key 
chapter in a product’s story. By operating transparently, ASILI offers 
the design community an assurance of integrity.

- Supports artisans in their trade and through this support, contrib-
utes to the preservation of culturally significant crafts. Our aim is to 
attract a new global market, reviving the neglected traditions and 
materials of East Africa.

- Educates both designer and customer about the potential of a 
material that they have never previously used before.

- Results in the creation of a modern artifact. We filter traditional 
techniques and natural materials through a contemporary lens, to 
create something new and timeless.

Every ASILI collaboration

Work with us. 
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Sourced from Kenya’s Rift Valley, our wood has been reclaimed from 
abandoned stumps of Wild Olive Trees that have been cut down to 
make room for local farmland.

Instead of going to waste, the stumps and roots are dug up to clear the 
land to provide suitable conditions for planting crops. The stumps and 
roots are then re-purposed by a small Kenyan based
team who saw the potential in the wood and couldn’t let it go to waste.

The stumps are dried for 2-3 years, before it is re-purposed into beau-
tifully crafted homeware pieces and furniture. The unique grain, rich 
colour and texture of the olive wood stumps make these items
one of a kind.

Reclaimed olive wood

6



7

Frank bowl

Squared Frank bow
l



Soapstone is a metamorphic rock that consists of the mineral talc, 
also commonly referred to as steatite, it is known for being soft and 
easy to work with.

Communities within Kisii have been using soapstone for genera-
tions, for many families, the carvings are their primary source of 
income. Skills are passed down within families, some reaching 
three to four generations of carvers. Each piece is individually hand 
crafted, from start to finish within a fair trade environment.

Soapstone occurs in a number of beautiful natural colours rang-
ing from soft whites to marbled pinks, and grey tones. The color is 
dependent on the minerals present in the soapstone. Due to soap-
stone being a natural material, veining and colour variations occur, 
leaving each piece completely unique.

Soapstone
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Ankole Cattle are indigenous to East Africa and have been 
used for their meat and milk for centuries. Our horn products 
have been ethically sourced from this industry, using Ankole 
horns that would have otherwise been discarded.

Not only are our horn products 100% sustainable, each piece 
has been handcrafted by a team of skillful artisans and is a 
completely unique material that can not be replicated. Ankole 
horn comes in a range of naturally occurring colours, from light 
to dark with striations of white, black and brown.

Waste horn
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Interested in working with us 
to create something new?

Email us: info@asilidesign.co

asili.co


