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Planning your dream wedding can be very exciting. As you start to get into the 

details, however, you might feel that the to-do list keeps growing rather than 

shrinking. Questions grow out of questions and the whole experience may 

start to overwhelm you. 

But don’t let all the planning stress get you down! Take a deep breath and 

have a look through our rental guide for tips on making the most out of your 

rental experience and getting the best bang for your buck. As part of your 

wedding team, our goal is to help make sure your wedding is a magical event 

you’ll look back on fondly for years. 

Perri Dicerni 
Owner-Operator, Mardi Gras Rentals

www.mardigras.ca | (450) 424-5551



Wedding Rentals 101 
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REMEMBER 
ITEMS TO 

Tent and accessories (see further in the guide)
Prep tent for caterer*
Outdoor toilets (rule of thumb: 1 bathroom per 
35 guests)
Tables & chairs – guest tables + buffet, cake, 
gift, photos, sign-in book, prep tables, etc. 
(consider cocktail hour requirements as well)
Tablecloths & napkins
Dishes, cutlery, glassware (also calculate bar 
requirements if you don’t intend to use plastic 
cups)
Extra table accessories like table number 
holders, vases, candle holders, etc.
Chafing dishes and serving spoons*
Punch bowl, glasses, ladle
Bar & bar accessories (ice bins and buckets, 
tongs, shaker, etc.)

*Always check with your caterer first to see what they will provide, but also consider 
midnight meals or other events (wedding day brunch, morning-after brunch or BBQ, etc.) 
you and your family may be taking care of and for which you’ll need warming and serving 

supplies.
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Order at least three to four dishes, glasses, stemware and flatware 

pieces per guest.

For a cocktail hour, you’ll need at least three glasses for each person.

Order at least 10 extra chairs for your ceremony, plus 10 extras for 

your cocktail party and reception in case any chairs get cracked or 

broken.

Consider renting a few extra small tables for unforeseen uses.

How many will you need?
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Questions to ask your rental supplier

Have you set up at this venue 

before? 

Will you conduct a site survey? 

How will we contact you the day of 

our event? 

Is set-up included? Of what items? 

What are delivery and/or set-up 

fees? 

How much of a deposit is due upon 

booking? 

When will our items be delivered? 

When will you return to tear-down 

and pick up? 

Are you licensed and insured? 

How should we prepare items for 

pick up? 

What are the costs associated with 

missing and/or broken items? 

Do you offer rental insurance? 

What is your cancellation/refund 

policy? 
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How to Choose a Tent 

Don’t rely on ‘guesstimates’ when figuring out what size of tent you’ll 

need. You wouldn’t want Aunt Edith’s table stuck out in the blazing sun 

(or the drizzling rain!) thanks to an eyeballed miscalculation of the area 

you need to cover. You’ll also want to figure in room for a dance floor, the 

DJ or band, a bar area, and room for buffet, gift, and cake tables.

Here’s a simple calculation you can try to get a general idea of the tent 

size you’ll need, but it’s always best to leave it up to the pros. 

Furthermore, they’ll conduct a site visit to ensure the best and most 

secure placement of your tent.  

- If you plan on using 60" round tables (this is the format and size that fits 

best in tents. Eight guests fit comfortably at each table.), you’ll need a 

10x10 area (or 100 square feet) per eight guests. For example: 150 guests 

÷ by 8 = 18.75 round tables, so 19 tables. Then: 19 x 100 = 1,900 square 

feet. 

- If you'll be seating guests at long tables, you’ll need 80 square feet per 

eight guests. 

Sizing 
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 You’ll also need to consider whether the bridal party will be seated at a 

traditional long head table. If so, you’ll need to calculate room for this: 

take the number of people sitting at these tables and divide by four. This 

will give you the quantity of 8’ tables you’ll need. Also consider room 

required behind these for people to get in and out and also room in the 

front to get the right ‘effect’ (that is, showcasing the head table/bridal 

party to the rest of the room). For example, a 12-person bridal party ÷ 4 = 

3 eight-foot tables --> this requires 300 square feet. 

Allow a 10’ x 10’ area for each 8’ buffet table (your caterer will usually tell 

you how many tables you’ll need). For example, four 8' buffet tables will 

require 400 square feet. 

Will there be a stage for a band? A dance floor? In addition to the size of 

these areas, allow a perimeter of about four feet around the outside, 

since no one is going to want to sit almost directly on the dance floor! 
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An easy way to figure out the quantity of tables, bar, flooring, etc. you’ll 

need is to grab a pencil and paper and start sketching out your floor plan. 

You can also try a sketch program like the one on this website: 

http://www.countymarquees.com/movies/planner.html 

One other note on sizing: Try to get the squarest tent your site allows for 

two reasons: 1) Your guests will have an easier time mingling, ensuring 

that everyone feels included during important parts of the evening like 

the cake cutting and 2) wider tents have higher ceilings, which not only 

looks better, but does a better job of keeping your guests cool as heat 

rises to the top. A 40' x 60' tent will have a higher ceiling than a 30' x 80' 

tent. Only use a long, narrow tent if that's the only configuration that will 

fit in your space. 

For tent size guidelines, consult the following chart: 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets 

/d/1OhVlogxQGuYmn2yR0gllkQIJCyvHbgvJtAfB_l9sa4w 

/edit#gid=655881168

http://www.countymarquees.com/movies/planner.html
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OhVlogxQGuYmn2yR0gllkQIJCyvHbgvJtAfB_l9sa4w/edit#gid=655881168
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In general, frame tents are more expensive, but more practical. Structure 

tents (also known as clearspan tents) are cheaper and have that "swoop" 

effect in the ceiling that everyone likes. Below are a few pros and cons of 

each: 

Frame or Structure Tent? 

Structure Tents Frame Tents

PRO: Can be built to very 
long lengths. 

 
PRO: Retain heat very well 

and engineered to withstand 
extreme inclement weather. 

 
PRO: Clear, open structure 

with no poles to obstruct your 
event 

 
CON:More expensive than a 

frame tent. 
 

CON: Can be staked into the 
ground or weighted - Con to 
staking = requires clearance 
on all sides for stakes and 

anchor ropes (on average five 
to eight feet on each side). 

PRO: Requires no center 
poles = greater flexibility for 

floor plan set-up. 
 

PRO: Typically installed using 
weighted barrels = can go on 

pretty near any surface 
(asphalt, rooftops).  

 
PRO: Frame tents can be 

attached together = useful for 
walkways or obstructions 

(e.g. tree). 
 

CON: Typically more 
expensive than a pole tent. 

 
CON: Take longer to set up. 

 
CON: You may want to use a 
ceiling liner on the inside to 
create that ‘swoop’ effect. 

http://www.countymarquees.com/movies/planner.html
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You might also want to consider some or all of the following. Naturally, 

you’ll want to figure out what size tent you need first before you start 

calculating the quantity of the items below.

Other Rental Items to Consider 

The type of lighting you can get will vary depending on which tent 

company you deal with. One option for evening events is rope lighting; it 

can be attached to the framing structure of the tent. Some companies 

offer types of ‘spot’ lighting or chandeliers. You can use Christmas lights, 

but you’ll need a lot. A better idea is to watch for deals at garden/outdoor 

supply stores like Canadian Tire for deals on outdoor string patio lighting. 

Lighting

lYou can also ask your DJ: they 

might supply some as well. 

Flooring 

You can't just throw carpet on 

grass; it'll look rumpled and 

messy after about 20 minutes, 

and it creates a trip hazard. If 

you're looking to keep your feet 

dry, ask your rental supplier 

about portable flooring. It 

comes in standard 8’ x 8’ 

segments that can be 

configured to whatever size you 

need, but note that tent flooring 

can be expensive. It’s a nice 
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luxury, but it can break your budget. A better option is to either pitch the 

tent on asphalt, if available, or get enough flooring for a dance floor (a 20' 

x 20' area is pretty standard) and alert guests (i.e.: women who wear high- 

heeled shoes) that this is an outdoor wedding and they’ll need to wear 

appropriate footwear.

Other Rental Items to Consider 

Walls

Solid, clear, and cathedral (walls with windows) are standard. Fabric 

walls are nice, but they are for looks only; they won't keep in the heat or 

keep out the rain.

Heating/Cooling

Since a tent isn't sealed or insulated like a building, a 2,000 square foot 

tent will use five times as much air conditioning (AC) power to stay cool 

as a 2,000 square foot building. More AC means more power—much more 

than any nearby building could provide. This means that if you really 

want to supply AC to your tent, you’ll have to rent huge generators. Ask 

your rental supplier about large fans instead if you really feel you need 

some type of cooling system. 

If you’re getting married at a cooler time of the year, you can rent a tent 

furnace with a thermostat. Patio heaters can be fire hazards and they 

take up space, whereas a furnace is usually placed outside the tent where 

no one will trip over it or knock it over. 



Napkin rings and tablecloth clips to hold everything in place if it’s a 

windy day.

High chairs or booster seats for babies and young children.

A ‘sweetheart’ table and chairs if you and your husband-to-be decide 

to sit separately from everyone.

Signage to help people find their way around.

Citronella candles and/or bug ‘zappers’.

Unbreakable plates for children.

Special soaps and fancy paper towels or napkins as well as flowers or 

a scented candle for outdoor bathrooms.

Lighting for outside the tent e.g.: along pathways, near lounge areas, 

near outdoor bathrooms, etc.

An outdoor fire pit for the lounge area.

Portable fans or gas heating units.

Electricity: Check with the venue to see if they already have access to 

electrical outlets or if you will need to rent a generator. Don’t forget 

about electrical cords. Check with your caterer and DJ for their 

electrical requirements and always have a certified electrician set 

things up for you.

Have an indoor back-up plan if the weather gets really uncooperative. 

In a high-wind, high-rain situation, sides on a tent might not be 

enough!

Things to Remember When Planning 

An Outdoor Wedding 



Use this timeline checklist as a guide or use it to create your own. Tip: 

Keep a master document on your computer (a Word or Excel document 

makes it easy to modify, delete, and move things around), but also 

purchase a notebook that has pockets and/or rings so you can keep 

things like vendor quotes, meeting notes, and other important wedding 

planning information all in one place. This also makes it portable and 

stowable so you can keep it in your vehicle where it will be accessible at a 

moment’s notice.

 Wedding Timeline Checklist 
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For a 12-month wedding planning checklist visit: 

https://www.theknot.com/content/12-month-wedding-planning- 

countdown 

 

To create your own personalized wedding planning checklist: 

https://www.theknot.com/wedding-checklist/start?member_exists=false

Source: kalistaweddings/com 

https://www.theknot.com/wedding-checklist/start?member_exists=false

