
Nebbiolo 

 
ORIGINS 
Nebbiolo is responsible for some of the finest and most age-worthy wines in Italy. Native 

to the Piedmont region, the grape's name is evocative of its home among the misty foot-

hills of the western Alps; the nebbia (Italian for 'fog'). First mentioned in 1268, where a 

wine known as "nibiol" was growing near Turin. DNA profiling suggests a parent-

offspring relationship between Freisa and the French Rhône variety Viognier, making 

Viognier a cousin. The world-famous wines from Barolo and Barbaresco inspire hopeful 

planting of the variety all over the world but Nebbiolo is famously picky about where it 

grows, requiring good drainage and a long growing season. It is one of the first vines to 

flower and the last to ripen, making a dry autumn essential for the grape to fully ripen. 

Jancis Robinson writes: If Pinot Noir is the world's most tantalising grape, Nebbiolo runs 

it a close second – for very similar reasons. Even more fussy about where it grows but as 

elegant, finely perfumed wines like Pinot with long ageing potentials. 

 

VITICULTURAL INSIGHTS 

It took us 15 years to finetune the Nebbiolo in our vineyard. Selecting the best perform-

ing vines, graft them to the perfect rootstock on the perfect site on the warm soils in our 

vineyard. Without doubt, the most difficult grape variety to grow so far but we kept per-

sistent, as the reward of the finished wine with its intensely aromatic and extraordinarily 

haunting bouquet makes up for all the work. Nebbiolo is not a powerhouse, but like Pinot 

light coloured and mystic with an ethereal quality and its aromas often described as ‘tar 

and roses’. 

 

WINEMAKING  

Careful winemaking and patience are of essence. Cool long skin maceration, wild yeast 

fermentation, all in good time. Very gently pressed and transferred in larger French oak 

Puncheons to progress in its own time to malolactic fermentation. No plunging to avoid 

extraction the wine matures for a long 30 month in the barrel. As this is not enough, it 

needs at least another two years of additional bottle ageing, which would equal to a 

‘Riserva’ quality (total of 5 years of ageing) in its native home. We have been following 

the old-fashioned but expensive process of holding wines back and releasing them as they 

are entering maturity, to prove, aged Nebbiolo is unbeatable in value 

FLAVOUR PROFILE 

Immerse yourself in the spiced dark fruits flavours of cherry, raspberries and bright floral 

notes of rose and violets which are present with a wonderful precision. Expressive tannic 

structure and definitely a wine which will benefit from some time in the cellar. If you are 

patient enough to wait that long…  

Proudly included in Michel Bettane’s International wine bestseller 

“THE WORLD’S GREATEST WINES” 
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