
 

Montepulciano 

 
ORIGINS 
Rich, bold and undiscovered Montepulciano. Little is known about the ancestry of this 
grape variety, which is widely planted throughout central and southern Italy, most notably 
in Abruzzo. Not to be confused with the beautiful village ‘Montepulciano’ in Tuscany 
whose grape variety is Sangiovese. Despite being the 2nd most planted red grape in Italy 
(after Sangiovese) it has had a reputation for low-priced juicy “pizza-friendly” red wines. 
Fortunately, there are producers that have shown the amazing potential of this vigorous 
growing but late ripening grape by reducing the yield drastically to produce inky, black 
fruit driven, chocolatey wines best enjoyed after four or more years of aging. 
 

VITICULTURAL INSIGHTS 

We pioneered this grape in New Zealand and the wines iconic stance has been recognised 
worldwide. Planting Montepulciano started as an experiment. If our terroir and 
microclimate could fully mature such a late ripening variety, requiring a long, warm 
growing season, it would allow us to ripen practically any late ripening grapes. It grows on 
the stoniest and hottest part of our vineyard and yields are kept nearly uneconomically 
low, which requires a lot of vineyard work for that vigorous variety.   
 
WINEMAKING  

As with Nebbiolo time is of essence but unlike the delicate Nebbiolo, Montepulciano is 
robust with prominent tannins and impressive colour. Cool long skin maceration, wild 
yeast fermentation, post-fermentation maceration. Gently pressed and transferred in 
French oak barriques to progress naturally to malolactic fermentation where it also 
matures for a long 30 month in the barrel before being bottled unfined and unfiltered. 
And again, this is not enough, the wine needs at least another year of additional bottle 
ageing to tame that seductive powerhouse.  
 

FLAVOUR PROFILE 

A powerful bouquet of chocolate, dark cherries, warm spices and earthy flavours defined 
by fine tannins and great acidity make it a contender for the ages. Bask in each sips 
longevity and immerse yourself in this bold and giving grape variety.  
 

Proudly included in Michel Bettane’s International wine bestseller 

“THE WORLD’S GREATEST WINES” 
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