
 

Lagrein 

 
ORIGINS 
Lagrein is native to the valleys of South Tyrol (or ‘Sudtirol’ to the German-speaking two-
thirds of its inhabitants), a wine-producing province of farthest northern Italy. The name 
suggests its origins lie in the Lagarina valley of Trentino. It was mentioned in as early as the 
17th Century, valued for both tannins and colour. This ancient dark-skinned variety, along 
with Marzemino, is a descendant of Teroldego, and related to Syrah, Pinot Noir and Dureza.  
 

VITICULTURAL INSIGHTS 

Lagrein is mostly produced as a varietal wine, permitted under the Trentino and Alto Adige 
DOC titles. The sun-baked slopes here provide an excellent terroir for the red grape variety 
and in what is deemed a region of majority white varieties, this red wine flourishes. Lagrein 
really needs a warm climate to fully ripen and mature, which is why it does so well in our 
sunlit vineyard adjacent to the majestic Wairau River. This thick-skinned berry welcomes our 
long hot sunny days and our cool nights enables them to retain their natural acidity, resulting 
in concentrated fruit driven grapes.  
 
WINEMAKING  

A few days of cold maceration prior to a long cool wild fermentation for 21 days followed 
by a post maceration. Directly pressed into one French 600 litre puncheon for malolactic 
fermentation. This imposing Italian has been aged on its fine lees for 19 months. No fining 
(vegan) and no filtration to maintain its beautiful aromas and flavours. This wine is inspired 
and in homage of the late Herbert Tiefenbrunner, Schlosskellerei in Entiklar who introduced 
me as a young winemaker to one of the finest example of this wine, his. 
 

FLAVOUR PROFILE 

Intense aromas of ripe plums, cherries and violets. On the palate it displays depth and 
exuberance and a rich texture showing accentuated tannins with a heightened natural acidity.  

Proudly included in Michel Bettane’s International wine bestseller 

“THE WORLD’S GREATEST WINES” 
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