
 

Arneis 

 
ORIGINS 

The spiritual homeland is the Piedmont region in Northern Italy. Many decades ago it was 

often blended to soften the tannins of the famous red grape variety Nebbiolo, like in 

Barolo and Barbaresco.  

 

VITICULTURAL INSIGHTS 

In Piedmont, Arneis grows best on the sandy and gravelly soils on the banks of the Tanaro 

River. It grows equally well here on the banks of our Wairau river in similar soils, but 

thanks to our cool nights develops more intense fruit flavours. We also hand-pick at lower 

yields for better concentration and complexity.  

 

WINEMAKING 

The hand-picked fruit was destemmed into an open fermenter. Winemaking was minimal 

with a cold soak to extract all the goodness of the skins before the must progressed to a 

natural cool wild yeast fermentation until no residual sugar was left. Its fine lees was 

regularly stirred to assist to its richness. To maintain the delicate aromas and freshness, the 

wine was matured in a small stainless tank. Keeping with our approach of hands-on in the 

vineyard but hands-off in the winery, this wine was not exposed to cold stabilization, is 

unfined (vegan) and only light filtrated. Minimum effective Sulphur is applied. 

 

FLAVOUR PROFILE 

Fragrant aromas of pear, herbs and sweet almond partnered with a lively personality. A 

flavourful palate and moderate acidity form a wine of understated elegance. If you favor the 

primary fruit aromas and delicate fragrance, we suggest drinking this wine in its youth, 

during its first 5 years.  
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