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          "A typical mountain boy," one would have said, seeing him at a distance. 

But then, coming closer, one would have seen that he was not typical at all. 

Partly, this was because of his slimness, his lightness of muscle and bone; but 

even more it was in his small, almost delicate features and his fair, pink-and-

white complexion. Rudi Matt hated his complexion. In summer he exposed his 

face for hours to the burning sun, in winter he scrubbed it violently with snow, 

trying to make it brown and tough and weather-stained, as a mountain man's 

          should be. But no stain appeared. No whisker sprouted. "Angel-face," the 

other boys called him. Or, rather, had called him, until they learned that his 

fists, though small, were useful. Most of the men of Kurtal had black hair. Rudi's 

was blond. Most of them had dark eyes. Rudi's were light - though exactly what 

color no one was quite sure. His mother called them hazel, but she saw them 

only when he was at home or around the village. When he left the village, when 

he climbed above it, they seemed to change, as the light changed. Looking up 

at the great peaks above the valley they seemed to hold within themselves the 

gray of mountain rock, the blue of mountain sky.
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