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“‘Mom! Dad! Grandma!” | panted up the steep, dark stairs, in too much of
a hurry to turn on the light, and tripped over some pots stored on the steps. |
couldn’t wait to tell them my news. | knew they would all be as excited as | was.

Our apartment was bright and warm and welcoming. Burgundy curtains
shut the darkness outside and made the one big room even cozier. In front of
the tall French window our square mahogany table was covered with steaming
dishes and surrounded by my family, who were laughing and chattering when |

rushed in. They all looked up expectantly.

“Everybody, guess what! Today a Liberation Army woman came to
school and she tested me and she wants me to audition for the Central
Liberation Army Arts Academy. Just think! | could be in the Liberation Army!
And | could be a performer, too! Isn’t it great?” | picked up our cat, Little White,
and gave her a big kiss.

“It's lucky | studied martial arts for so long. When the Liberation Army
woman saw my back bend, she just loved it.” | twirled around on my toes and

snapped my heels together in a salute. “Comrade Grandma, Jiang Ji-li

reporting.”
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