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Sample From The Book

Cloyd stood a step from the door of the hospital room. His father was in that
room. "Are you sure you have to see him in person to deliver these flowers?" the nurse
asked.

They won't pay me unless | deliver them in person.”

Cloyd didn't think it would work if he told her who he was. He had run away from
the Ute group home in Colorado and hitched all the way to Window Rock, Arizona, to
find his father. That's where the Navajos kept the records about everyone in the whole
tribe, and there he found out that yes, there was a Leeno Atcitty, and his address was
listed as the Indian Health Service Hospital in Window Rock. He was a patient there.

Cloyd wondered how he might get into his father's hospital room to see him. If he
told them who he was, there would be trouble because he had run away. Then he had
an idea. He used the last of his money to buy some flowers.

For years Cloyd had been asking every Navajo he happened to meet if they knew
a man named Leeno Attcity. "What does he look like?" they'd ask. Cloyd couldn't tell

them; he'd never known his father.
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