Passages
Reading Level 5
Title: Number the Stars

Author: Lois Lowry

Sample From The Book

One evening, Papa had told her that earlier he was on an errand near his office,
standing on the corner waiting to cross the street, when King Christian came by on his
morning ride. One of the German soldiers had turned, suddenly, and asked a question
of a teenage boy nearby.

"Who is that man who rides past here every morning on his horse?" the German
soldier had asked.

Papa said he had smiled to himself, amused that the German soldier did not
know. He listened while the boy answered.

"He is our king," the boy told the soldier. "He is the King of Denmark."

"Where is his bodyguard?" the soldier had asked.

"And do you know what the boy said?" Papa had asked Annemarie. She was
sitting on his lap. She was little, then, only seven years old. She shook her head, waiting
to hear the answer.

"The boy looked right at the soldier, and he said, 'All of Denmark is his
bodyguard.™

Annemarie had shivered. It sounded like a very brave answer. "Is it true, Papa?"
she asked. "What the boy said?"

Papa thought for a moment. He always considered questions very carefully
before he answered them. "Yes," he said at last. "It is true. Any Danish citizen would die

for King Christian, to protect him."
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