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Sample From The Book

No one would have believed in the last years of the nineteenth century
that this world was being watched keenly and closely by intelligences greater
than man's and yet as mortal as his own; that as men busied themselves about
their various concerns they were scrutinized and studied, perhaps almost as
narrowly as a man with a microscope might scrutinize the transient creatures
that swarm and multiply in a drop of water. With infinite complacency men went
to and fro over this globe about their little affairs, serene in the assurance of
their empire over matter. It is possible that the infusoria under the microscope
do the same. No one gave a thought to the older worlds of space as sources of
human danger, or thought of them only to dismiss the broad stretches of
populous country and narrow, navy-crowded seas.

And we men, the creatures who inhabit this earth, must be to them at
least as alien and lowly as are the monkeys and lemurs to us. The intellectual
side of man already admits that life is an incessant struggle for existence, and it
would seem that this too is the belief of the minds upon Mars. Their world is far
gone in its cooling and this world is still crowded with life, but crowded only with

what they regard as inferior animals...
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