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          We formed a small crowd in the big confused mass of travelers in the 

Miami airport departure lounge…most of us identified by Planet Savers T-shirts, 

Planet Savers baseball caps, Planet Savers jackets, or at least Planet Savers 

lapel buttons. We were going to spend the next three weeks together, fifty 

British Young Conservationists. We were prizewinners in a competition run by 

the Planet Savers TV program. Part of the time we’d be staying on a wildlife 

conservation station deep in the Ecuador rain forest; part of the time we’d be 

visiting the Galápagos Islands. 

          I’d enjoyed flying from Gatwick as an unaccompanied minor. It was the 

first time I’d been alone on a plane, but that hadn’t frightened me at all. Now I 

was beginning to feel scared. I’d won a place on this trip by thinking up a 

biodiversity experiment about beetles. But I suppose I’m a typical nerd, good at 

the details, not very smart at seeing the larger picture. I’d gone in for the 

competition because I liked my science teacher, and it had been like doing any 

interesting piece of homework. I had not thought it through. I had never sat 

myself down and said to myself, “Hold on, Semirah, what if you win? You are 

shy. How are you going to survive for three weeks surrounded by total 

strangers?”
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