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Sample From The Book

It was in May, 1918, that a new friend and companion came into my life:
a character, a personality, and a ring-tailed wonder. He weighed less than one
pound when | discovered him, a furry ball of utter dependence and awakening
curiosity, unweaned and defenseless. We would have fought any boy or dog in
town who sought to harm him.

Wowser was an exceptionally intelligent and responsible watchdog,
guarding our house and lawns and gardens and all my pets. But because of his
vast size — one hundred and seventy pounds of muscled grace and elegance —
he seldom had

to resort to violence. He could shake any dog on the black as a terrier
shakes a rat. Wowser never started a fight, but after being challenged,
badgered, and insulted, he eventually would turn his worried face and great sad
eyes upon his tormentor, and more in sorrow than anger, grab the intruder by
the scruff of the neck, and toss him into the gutter.

Wowser was an affectionate, perpetually hungry Saint Bernard. Like most
dogs of his breed he drooled a little. In the house he had to lie with his muzzle

on a bath towel, his eyes downcast as though in slight disgrace...
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