
HOUSEBOATING 101 
The Hassle-Free Guide To, Planning, Launching And 
Captaining Your First Houseboat Trip On Lake Powell 

If you have never been to Lake Powell before, 
planning a successful houseboat trip seems like an 
impossible task. I will show you how I did it myself 
for the very first time in 2014 (then again in 2016), 
and how you can have the exact same success. 
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Our epic 2014 camp 
spot with our rented 
houseboat. Oh, the fun 
times that where had. 



I don’t recommend going to 
Lake Powell without a 
houseboat.  

Plenty of people choose to just 
rent a speedboat and camp on 
the lake but they are giving up 
a lot of convenience and 
comfort. In fact, most people 
don’t have the resources or 
equipment to do a successful 
boat camp.  

Houseboating allows you to 
show up, rent the boat and start 
partying. No extra equipment 
needed. 

This guide sums up everything 
I’ve learned after planning 2 HUGELY successful 
houseboat trips with 20 of my best friends.  
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This is me, captaining 
my very first 
houseboat in 2014. 
Lord what a young 
child I was. 

“We have an 
unknown 
distance yet to 
run, an unknown 
river to explore.” 
-JOHN WESLEY POWELL



FINDING A GREAT HOUSEBOAT 

You’ll find dozens of choices for 
your houseboat available online. 
Mostly from two main rental sites: 
Aramark and Antelope Point. 
Picking the right houseboat for 
your needs is probably the 
hardest part about planning your 
trip. If you’ve never houseboated 
before then you may have questions like: how big should 
I go? What is included in the rental? How difficult are 
they to pilot? All valid questions, and all of which will be 
answered in this guide. 

HOW BIG SHOULD I GO? 

The houseboat you see in my pictures 
on this site is the 46 Foot Expedition 
houseboat from Aramark. I think this 
boat is the perfect starter boat for 
nearly any sized group. We had 20 

people in our party and the boat was not too small. 
There wasn’t enough beds for everyone, but we just 
camped on the beach. More on that later. 

Picking your houseboat requires that you consider comfort vs 
economy. The 65 foot Axiom Star is out of budget for 99% of Lake 
Powell vacationers, but even more it’s impossible to captain. A big 
boat like that is more dangerous, more expensive to operate, and 
out of the skill range of 99.5% of people. Admittedly if you can 
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A 59 Foot Deluxe 
Houseboat from 
Antelope Point

A 46 Foot Expedition 
Houseboat from 
Aramark (What We 
Rented).

http://www.lakepowell.com/
http://antelopepointlakepowell.com/
http://www.lakepowell.com/houseboating/economy-houseboats/46-ft-expedition-houseboat/
http://www.lakepowell.com/houseboating/economy-houseboats/46-ft-expedition-houseboat/
http://www.lakepowell.com/houseboating/economy-houseboats/46-ft-expedition-houseboat/
http://www.lakepowell.com/houseboating/luxury-houseboats/65-ft-axiom-star-houseboat/


afford the Axiom Start, you can 
also afford a captain (and crew) to 
help you. Needless to say, don’t 
even think about renting this one 
for your family vacation. 

ASSEMBLING A CREW 

You as the captain are responsible for the ship and its crew. In this 
case the ship is a floating RV and your crew is your friends that 
want to come. The good news is these people are your friends and 
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The Axiom Star. This 
boat will beat you up 
and steal your lunch 
money. 



they will do favors for you. The bad news is they are also your 

friends and they are probably lazy AF 😂 . 

A good captain has a vision and a plan of action, and can 
effectively deliberate tasks to the people that need to do them. 
Bottom line is, you can’t do everything by yourself so you need to 
separate labor and put them to work. Here is a sample crew that is 
a good starting place: 

 The First Mate 

This person will be your road dog. When you 
need to rally people to a cause, like digging the 
GD anchors when you beach, this person is in 
the trenches barking at the mailman. 
  

The Macgyver 

This person is the guy/gal that can fix anything 
with a motor. Quick fixes on the lake are common, 
and even someone who can de-bug the coffee 
maker in the morning will be a hero for a day. 
  

The Chef 

Someone needs to take command of the 
kitchen and plan the meals. This person does not 
cook every meal, or clean every meal, but they do 
manage the kitchen during the planning stage 
and may even set the menu 
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The Dingy Captain 

A good houseboat trip always includes a speed 
boat. Your Dingy captain needs to be able to doc a 
speed boat in any weather, pull a wakeboarder at 
any time, and tie up a marine knot when the lake 
gets windy. 
  

The Nurse-In-Residence 

While a fully trained medical staff could very well 
be needed after a night of heavy drinking, this 
person can simply be in charge of the first aid kit. 
  

The Ambassador of Relaxing 

Houseboating is a lot of work. It’s easy to get 
distracted all day doing house-boatie stuff and 
literally forget to relax. The Ambassador of 
Relaxing should be in charge of getting the group 
to rally behind frontier golf, beach horseshoes and 

campfire jam sessions. 
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PICKING A GREAT SPOT 

There are 3 simple characteristics to a great houseboat spot on 
Lake Powell: Shade, Privacy and Good Beaches 

SHADE 

Shade isn’t hard to find per se, 
but in combination with the other 
two it’s nearly impossible. Ideally 
you want a spot that gets shade 
late in the day so you can have a 
nice relaxing drink on the top of 
the boat at sunset without 
baking. You’ll also just want a 
break from the grueling sun all 
day. If you can find shade, awesome, but don’t count on it. 

PRIVACY 

I personally don’t want to be 
bothered at 4 in the morning by 
some a** hole that’s asking me to 
turn my music down! ;) As a general 
rule, if you can read the writing on 
the side of the boat, or identify what 
beer they are drinking, you are way 
too close. You should not be able 
to hit their boat with a solid 3-

wood shot off of a tee. Trust me, it’s SOOOO much better when 
you aren’t worried about other people. 
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BEACH 

Beach is the most important feature of a good spot on Lake 
Powell. Without a beach you can’t play frontier golf, horse-shoes, 
have a fire or pitch an E-Z-Up. Unless you have a dope houseboat 
with 2 jet ski’s, air conditioning, beds 
for everyone and cable TV, you 
NEED a beach to have fun. Who 
wants air conditioning and cable TV 
anyway? You’re on Lake Powell! Act 
like it! 

NOTE: Watch out for clay! There are 
nasty clay beaches on Lake Powell 
that will absolutely ruin your time there. If you park your houseboat 
on clay it will sink in so deep you could literally be stuck, and the 
coast guard could have to save you. Walk on the beach before you 
go and make sure it’s not clay! you’ll know if it is. 

SCOUTING FOR SAID SPOT 

Do not try to scope out a spot on 
Lake Powell by motoring your big 
ass houseboat along the shoreline 
with your First Mate looking 
through a solid bronze monocular. 
Although I like the vision, it’s going 
to be a really bad time. Get in the 
speed boat or a jet ski and zoom 
ahead with a strong marine radio. 
Small crafts are much more nimble and better suited for scouting 
out the best beaches. Once you find a spot, plop down an E-Z-Up 
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and a cooler (and a mannequin with a fishing rod), then zoom back 
to the boat and guide the captain to the spot. 

PLANNING FOR FOOD 

Food is the biggest pain in the ass thing to plan. I hate doing it, so 
I normally have others help me do it. It truly sucks, but we have a 
system that makes it easier. 

ONLY PLAN BREAKFAST AND DINNER 

Trust me. You won’t eat lunch. It’s a waste of time to try to plan it, 
prepare it and get people to eat it. There is too much going on 
during the day to get everyone to sit around the table. Plus I find 
that I rarely want to eat for some reason. Just plan on snacking. 
Also, discourage others from trying to bring lunch food. Your 
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shipmates will all try to tell you that they are going to starve if they 
don’t have lunch EVERY DAY. They are wrong. They won’t eat 
lunch, but they’ll pack food to eat and take up valuable space in 
your cooler and in your fridge. DO NOT LET THEM BRING LUNCH! 
Snacks only. Maybe lunchmeat and bread, but that’s it! Seriously! 

DIVIDE AND CONQUER THE MEAL PLAN 

No one wants to be the only person cooking and cleaning every 
meal, and it’s certainly not fair. Instead, spread the responsibility 
among the group. 

Split everyone into cooking groups, then have each group pick 
one breakfast meal and one dinner meal per day. Each group will 
prepare the grocery list before the trip and submit it do the 
grocery shoppers when they pick up the food. 

While on the boat the cooking groups will prepare, cook and clean 
for that meal. Dinner tends to be the hardest to prepare for, while 
breakfast is pretty standard. 

I have a great meal planning tracking sheet in my “Lake Powell 
Master” utility kit. You can download it here: 
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My “Lake Powell Master” utility kit 
is a proven tool I use to plan two 
successful Lake Powell trips. It will 
track expenses, help you estimate 
your food costs, split up your food 
planning and give you a master 
packing list. It’s a super handy 
tool. 



THIS ISN’T TOP CHEF, BUT IT’S NOT YOUR BACHELOR PAD EITHER 

There are two types of people that bring food to a houseboat trip: 
Gordon Ramsey and The Big Lebowski. 

Gordon brings in way too much food and tries to cook a meal that 
is far beyond the skill level of the people helping him. This leaves 
Gordon to do everything while the others look on, then dinner 
gets delayed by hours and people start getting hangry. Hangry 
people on houseboats drink beer to fill up. Hangry people often 
drink too much beer and pass out. Gordon makes people hangry. 

The Big Lebowski will bring hot dogs and ketchup and call it 
dinner. The most difficult thing he will prepare is a White Russian. 
No one likes the Big Lebowski, especially the people that got 
stuck in Gordon’s group (but he does make a good Ambassador Of 
Relaxing, which is the only real reason you invited him anyway!) 
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Hangry ➜

⬅Lazy



WINNING MEAL IDEAS 

The ideal meal is somewhere in between Gordon and The Dude. 
Not too complicated, filling, easy to prepare, doesn’t take up 
space in the fridge, quick and easy to cook.  

 • Cheeseburgers in paradise 
 • Tacos/Burritos/Fajitas (breakfast or dinner) 
 • Huge egg scrambles 
 • Yogurt bar 
 • French toast/Pancakes 
 • Costco lasagna 
 • Huge salad 
 • BBQ with mashed potatoes 
 • Any type of make-your-own bowl of goodness over rice 

LEVERAGE LEFTOVERS 

The smartest meal plan is one that leverages leftovers from dinner 
to make breakfast. While you don’t want to rely solely on leftovers, 
it’s a good idea to have, say, tacos for dinner on Monday and 
breakfast tacos on Tuesday morning. Leftovers are also good for 
lunch snacks. 

I guarantee you will have a pile of leftovers at the end of the trip 
no matter how well you plan, so it’s best to just accept it and plan 
on using them in the meals for the following day. 
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ICE & GAS 

Gas and Ice are as important on Lake Powell as soap and 
cigarettes in prison.  

With ice, you want to get as much as you can from the marina 
before you go, and keep it cold all the time. If you can afford a 
bigger houseboat with an Ice freezer on the front porch, get it! Put 
only ice in there and stock it to the brim. Some houseboats even 
have an ice maker, which is a gift from God. There is nothing 
worse than wasting 1/2 a day going back to the marina.  

Which brings up the problem of gas. You need to plan on bringing 
as many gas cans as you can handle. There really isn’t a good 
way to calculate how much gas you are going to use, so it’s best to 
just bring too much. I have spent over $500 on gas for a 5 day trip.  
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HOW TO AVOID CATASTROPHE 

If this is your first trip, you need to over-prepare. There are a lot of 
dangers on Lake Powell. People die every year, especially 
children. I won’t get into specifics, but just know that it’s not all 
monkeys and rainbows down there. You need to be aware and 
prepared. 

Here are some things that can put you and your crew in danger.  

• Crazy wind and thunder storms can spring up at any time on 
the lake. They will blow equipment and people into the water 
and lightning can strike you or your boat. Yes, it’s happened. 
Keep your beach equipment tied down and keep your anchors 
buried. You normally have to re-dig your anchors after a storm. I 
also recommend putting rocks in your tent.  

• Flash floods could threaten your camp. The American 
Southwest is notorious for flash floods. These are more common 
in late summer, but they can happen anytime it rains. Watch out 
for evidence of a dried up wash. Don’t camp near flash flood 
areas.  

• Heat stroke and dehydration. It’s tempting to drink on the 
beach all day. I’ve certainly done it. But that’s a recipe for 
dehydration. Drink tons of water and cool off in the lake as 
needed.  

• Stupid people getting injured. Don’t let The 
Dude try to back flip off the houseboat. He’ll 
fail and break his ankle on something, then 
your trip is really over. Also, since you are 
hopefully skiing and wakeboarding, don’t let 
people do this drunk.  

• Kids drowning. What a tragedy! Yet it happens way too often. 
Children under 5 should never go a second without a life vest.  
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HOW TO NOT SCREW UP THE PLANNING 

There’s also the headache of planning the trip. I almost ask myself 
“why do I sign up for this?” every time I’m in the middle of planning, 
but once I get there I remember why it’s worth it. Here are just a 
couple things that can go wrong during planning: 

• People don’t pay their share on time. I use a tool called 
Cheddar Up to collect fees from the group. Headache-free. 
Also, it’s imperative that you institute a no refund policy. If 
someone drops out after paying, they must find a replacement 
or they lose their money. It’s the only way. Otherwise you’ll have 
to collect more from everyone (which can be a pain, but not 
impossible) 

• You under-budget for food and gas. Just collect about 25% 
more than you think you need. You can always refund the 
leftover.  

• You forget something critical. and have to go back to the 
marina, drive into Page, AZ and go to Walmart in your swimsuit 
(been there, done that).  

• You get started late. Start planning right now 
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I’M JESSE AN I CAN HELP YOU HAVE AN AMAZING TRIP TO LAKE 
POWELL 

I’ve been going to 
Lake Powell for over 
20 years. Not only 
have I planned two 
successful trips, but 
I learned from some 
of the salties Lake 
Powell veterans that 
taught me 
everything.  

STEAL MY PLANNING DOCUMENTS AND SAVE MONEY, CUT 
PLANNING TIME AND HOST AN AMAZING FAMILY VACATION. 

I spent hours putting together excel spreadsheets for tracking 
everything, I researched every tool to help you succeed and I 
made every mistake in the book.  

I also have great and veteran secrets that will help you
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